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Latest Grant Funding Opportunities (Date: September 2026 - Issue 1) 
Sector: The Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) Sector
Scope:  This funding research focuses on the latest grants available to VCFSE organisations in Suffolk.
Visit our webpage to learn more about our service and how to access support   
Our privacy policy
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	National Grid

	The Bramford to Twinstead (North Essex) Community Fund

Ipswich: West / North West / South West; Capel St Mary, Hadleigh; Stoke by Nayland / Sudbury and areas.

As part of The Great Grid Upgrade, National Grid is upgrading the electricity transmission network between Bramford substation in Suffolk and Twinstead in Essex through the construction of a new overhead line and underground cable. The map of the area here.

Post code checker

Community investment themes:  

· Improve community spaces and save energy
· Support physical health, mental wellbeing and social connection
· Protect the environment and increase access to green spaces
· Create opportunities for young people, education and skills
· Help communities respond to cost of living pressures.

Grant values: up to £5,000 is available for feasibility studies
Grant values: up to £10,000 for 12 month revenue / services / activities considered additional
Grant values: up to £20,000 for capital improvements

They will also consider requests to part fund projects with a total budget equalling or under £10,000 for feasibility studies, £40,000 for capital works, or £20,000 for all other projects.

The current round closes at 5pm, Friday 18th September, with applications considered at the October panel. 

Visit the Bramford to Twinstead Community Fund web-portal

Full guidance

	Revenue
	Up to £5,000

Up to £10,000

Up to £20,000
	Registered Charities 
Registered non-profit Companies Limited by Guarantee 
Community Benefit/Mutual Societies (non shares) 
Parish/town councils applying for support with non-statutory projects 
Parent Teacher Associations or “Friends of” organisations associated with schools


	One Stop Shops
	Community Partnership Programme 

Website states available funds: Worlingham (Beccles) / Lowestoft / Oulton Board / Kirkley / Ipswich (Gainsborough / Chantry / Maidenhall) / Bixley / Kesgrave / Claydon / Bury St Edmunds (Priors Estate)

Community groups and other not-for-profit organisations within a two-mile radius of a One Stop shop can apply for grants of up to £1,000 through the One Stop Community Partnership programme.

This programme is designed to support community groups or organisations operating within two miles of a One Stop store and which are:

	Tackling food poverty
	Supporting the vulnerable

	Supporting low-income families
	Supporting the elderly

	Improving the local environment
	Reducing Waste in the community

	Supporting local sports teams
	



The programme provides partnership and financial assistance. Alongside a grant of up to £1,000, the One Stop Community Team and One Stop Store Team and create a long-term tailored support programme for successful applicants. Grant recipients then partner with the One Stop Store Team at their local shop to deliver this programme.

Application: open: 1st September – deadline: 30th September (decision 9th November 2026).

Applicants are encouraged to visit their local One Stop store for more information.

Visit the Groundwork – One Stop Shops Community Grants Portal 

	Revenue / Equipment 
	Up to £1,000
	Voluntary and Community organisations, Registered Charities, Social Enterprises, Community Interest Companies, Schools, Health Bodies, Parish/Town Councils

	The Yorkshire Build Society Foundation 
	Community Grants    #small charities
#Bury St Edmunds #Diss #Ipswich #Lowestoft #Newmarket #Woodbridge
 
Our Charitable Foundation awards Small Change Big Difference® Fund grants from £500- £2,500 to UK Registered Charities (that have an annual income turnover of less than £100,000), recommended by the Society’s members and colleagues.

There are two priority areas:

· Alleviating poverty
· Improving health / saving lives
Beneficiaries supported include foodbanks, children, those who are seriously ill, as well as elderly, homeless and the disabled.
 
Eligible costs: unrestricted grants that can support project Delivery (staff costs) or Equipment
 
The deadlines for applications are 31 March, 30 June, 30 September and 31 December annually. Applications are currently being accepted, and you can nominate a charity here .
 
Visit the Yorkshire Building Society Foundation grants webpage
fund guidance
 
	Unrestricted
	£500-£2,500
	Preference is to support Registered Charities that have an annual turnover of less than £100,000

	The Children’s Alliance
	Grants to get Children and Young People swimming: Swimming & Water Safety
 
Registered Charities, Constituted Community groups, Community Interest Companies (CICs) and Schools.
 
Grants are available for not-for-profit organisations across the UK to give children and young people a better start in life through projects involving the medium of water.
 
To be eligible projects must support children under the age of 18 years to have access to water in the form of swimming lessons, transport to lessons, swimwear and water play equipment.
 
There are two application cycles per year.

Apply now; the application deadline is Thursday 15th September 2026.

An application form is available to download from the Children’s Alliance website and once completed should be submitted by email.
 
Visit The Children’s Alliance website
 
	Revenue / Equipment
	Between £4,000-£20,000
	Registered Charities, Community groups, Community Interest Companies, Schools.

	Eastern Counties Educational Trust

	Grants to support CYP with SEND   Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk, Herts and Cambs
The charity awards grants to Registered Charities and Schools that support the education, training care and welfare of people with special educational needs, particularly those under 25 with emotional and behavioural difficulties.  

Revenue and capital grants typically between £3,000 to £5,000 (sometimes more).
Email: ecet.secretary@yahoo.co.uk  

No website.
Charity Commission Record

	Revenue and capital
	typically, between £3,000 to £5,000.
	Registered Charities and Schools

	The JJ Charitable Trust
	Literacy Improvement Small Grants scheme #cyp #learning-difficulties
 
The Trust seeks to improve the effectiveness of literacy teaching in primary and secondary education for children with learning difficulties, including dyslexia. 
 
They are keen to see applications for projects that use volunteers and reading mentors and those that help during transitional points. For example, when students move from primary to secondary school, and when they transition to further education, college, or the workplace.
 
They will consider grants for literacy support at any primary or secondary key stage.
Grants between £5,000 and £20,000 spread over a period of 1, 2 or 3 years.
  
Autumn grant round: application deadline is Thursday 1st October 2026.
 
The JJ Charitable Trust - Literacy Small Grants Scheme

	Revenue
	between £5,000 and £20,000 spread over a period of 1, 2 or 3 years.
	Registered Charity or CIO, Community Interest Company or registered as an Exempt Charity.
(Priority is given to organisations with an annual income of less than £1 million)

	Henry Smith Foundation
	Domestic Abuse Counselling Fund

Every survivor of domestic abuse deserves sensitive, trauma-informed counselling support.

Often, survivors need access to longer-term counselling to recover, rebuild confidence, improve wellbeing, and move forward.

Too often, specialist domestic abuse support organisations struggle to secure funding that lasts long enough for this help to be effective.

Through the Domestic Abuse: Counselling Fund, we want to help sustain access to specialist counselling for survivors.

We will provide five-year grants to organisations with a deep understanding of domestic abuse and the needs of victim-survivors, enabling them to continue the vital support that helps people rebuild their lives.

The fund opens for expressions of interest at 9am on Wednesday 23rd September 2026.

If your organisation delivers this kind of support, or you know one that does, visit our fund page to find out more, check your eligibility, and register for our launch webinar on 15 September at 11:00am.

Visit the Henry Smith Foundation website

	Revenue 
	Up to £250,000 (£50,000 per year for up to 5 years)
	Registered Charity, Community Interest with an annual income below £2 million

	Electrical Safety-First charity
	Home / Housing Electrical Safety Fund to support vulnerable people

The Electrical Safety Fund, which aims to keep people, particularly the most vulnerable, safe in their homes.

Not-for-profits and public bodies can apply for grants of up to support projects that help tackle the risks associated with electrical products and increase the public’s awareness of electrical safety. Grants up to £10,000 may be considered for joint and/or larger projects.

Funded activities could include product testing, product replacement events, educational and awareness-raising activities, home safety initiatives, and data collection projects. Grants up to £10,000 may be considered for joint and/or larger projects. 

The closing date for applications is Sunday 27th September 2026.

Visit the Electrical Safety Fund webpage

	Revenue / Activities
	Up to £10,000
	Not-for-profits, Housing Associations and statutory bodies

	National Lottery 
	Reaching Communities England programme
The programme supports projects that strengthen communities and improve lives across England. Funding is available for initiatives that support communities to:
· come together through inclusive places, spaces and activities (either physical or virtual), especially for communities where people are least able to come together
· help children and young people thrive by developing positive social and emotional skills
· tackle health inequalities by addressing the conditions in which people live, work and grow
· be environmentally sustainable by engaging with climate issues, having a positive environmental impact, and improving access to quality natural spaces
Priority will be given to projects that:
· support places, people or communities experiencing poverty, disadvantage or discrimination
· support people and communities to shape the decisions that affect their lives
Eligible expenditure can cover a broad range of costs, including staffing, delivery expenses, community engagement and organisational development.
There is no fixed closing date; applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Decisions can take several months due to the programme's scale and demand.
Visit The National Lottery Community Fund – Reaching Communities web portal

	Services, Core funding, Capital 
	Most grants typically between £20,001 to £500,000 for projects lasting up to 5 years
	registered charities, voluntary groups, CIOs, CICs, schools and public bodies. Partnerships may also apply.

	Comic Relief / GroundWork
	Comic Relief for Communities in England       Smaller Income Not for Profits
Grants are available for grassroots, community-led organisations working in local areas of England to drive change in their local communities, drawing on the lived experience of beneficiaries they support.
The 2026/27 programme has a focus on 
· Basic Needs: projects tackling homelessness, food and other essential goods, community hubs, welfare advice agencies and other cost of living-related issues
· Early Childhood Development: supporting children up to the age of eight to grow, play and learn in safe environments with people who love and care for them
· Safety: preventing violence against women and girls, forced migration or refugees/asylum seekers
Priority will be given to organisations located in areas of deprivation.
Apply now – the deadline is 5pm on Wednesday 30th September 2026.
Visit the Comic Relief Communities Fund for England

	Revenue
	Up to £5,000
	Registered Charities
Social Enterprise companies limited by guarantee
Annual income below £250,000


	Post Code Lottery / Sported
	Post Code Lottery – Sport and Physical Activities    East of England
Not for Profit applicants must have a preferred annual turnover of less than £250,000 and Not have one person with significant control or multiple persons with significant control contributing to the company's governance and decision making. See full guidance.

Organisations must show that they are using sport for social purposes, focused on the following programme outcomes:

· Improving health and wellbeing
· Reducing inequalities
· Empowering communities

· Demonstrate support to one or more of the following underrepresented groups;
· People experiencing poverty
· Women and girls
· Racially diverse communities
· Disabled people
· Rurally isolated
· Individuals from the LGBTQ+ community.
Priority will be given to organisations:

· With a turnover of £250,000 or below.
· Operating in and supporting people from areas of high deprivation (Indices of Multiple Deprivation 1-3).
New organisations operating for less than 12 months may apply but need to provide any income and expenditure to date along with projected figures to cover a full 12-month period.
The application window opens 9am, 24th September with a deadline at midday, of 1st October 2026

Visit Post Code Lottery – Sport and Physical Activities Fund Portal

	Revenue
	Up to £25,000 

(note: smaller grant requests highly advisable)
	Not for Profits with an annual income below £250,000.



	The Linnean Society
	Our Local Nature grants    #young people

The Linnean Society is offering grants for community organisations linked with young people to deliver projects and activities that engage young people with local nature and natural spaces and improve their understanding of local biodiversity.

Community groups and other organisations working directly with children and young people aged 16 and under can apply for funding for a variety of activities, such as:

· Running a school festival about nature.
· Painting community murals showcasing biodiversity in the area.
· Building or restoring a community garden.
· Creating a nature walk.
· Hiring a speaker to come and talk about local foraging.

The maximum award amount is £1,000. However, groups are encouraged to apply for significantly lower amounts.

Grants can be used for materials, room hire, publicity, speakers, trainers, freelancers, project-specific staff costs, audio-visual equipment hire, reasonable volunteer expenses, transportation, or other costs associated with activities or events. 

The application deadline is Saturday 25th October 2026 (midnight).

Visit The Linnean Society – Our Local Nature grants webpage

	Revenue / Equipment
	£150-£1,000
	School staff, Student groups, Home education groups, Community groups and small Registered Charities.

	The D'oyly Carte Charitable Trust
	Grants for Arts, Health & Heritage Projects – Smaller Registered Charities

The trust awards grants of between £500 and £8,000 for project and core costs, with unrestricted funding available to charities with annual income below £250,000, for arts, creative health and heritage crafts projects that improve the lives of disadvantaged people.

Activities could include community music-making, arts-based health projects, short breaks for young carers, animal-assisted therapy, horticulture, and projects that use traditional craft skills to support training and employment.

The deadline for applications is 5pm, Friday 2nd October 2026.

Visit The D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust website
 
	Projects, Core or Unrestricted
	Between £500 and £8,000
	Registered Charities or regulated exempt charity with annual income below £250,000

	The Chivers Trust

	Small Grants for Arts and Culture Projects                Suffolk / Norfolk

The Trust welcomes funding applications for projects which provide live musical, theatrical or visual arts experiences for young people living in Norfolk and Suffolk.  Priority is given to participative projects which target the most disadvantaged groups and work towards reaching new audiences, especially groups who may not otherwise have access to the arts.

Grant values: typically, £1,000-£2,000.

There are no closing dates and all applications should receive an initial response within six weeks.

Visit The Chivers Trust website
recent grants awarded webpage

	Projects
	Between, £1,000-£2,000.
	Charities, Schools, Ensembles, Theatre Groups

	The Charlotte Aitkens Trust

	Literature engagement and Creative Arts project grants
 
Grants are available for charitable organisations within the UK who promote the creative arts for the public benefit, especially literature, whether fiction, non-fiction drama or poetry.
 
Last year, ten grants were awarded (six of which were new grant recipients).
 
Due to current and on-going commitments, we are unable to consider any further applications from the theatrical industry, literary festivals, libraries, individual schools, writing courses or major capital projects.

We will re-open on 1st October with an application deadline of 30th October 2026.

The first step in the application process is to contact the Trust using the contact form on its website.

Only six projects will be taken forward to the awards panel.

Visit the Charlotte Aitken Trust website
 
	Project / Events funding
	First-time grants ranged from £3,000 to £10,000
	Charity, Social Enterprise

	Commonweal Housing
	Commonweal Housing - Call for New Ideas (Housing Research)

A small number of grants are available for organisations to undertake a feasibility study exploring whether innovative housing models could improve outcomes for young people experiencing difficult transitions into adulthood. 

Up to four feasibility studies, typically awarding between £5,000 and £8,000 per study.

Application deadline of Friday 16th October 2026.

Visit the Commonweal Housing research grants webpage

	Research studies
	between £5,000 and £8,000
	Charities, Social Enterprises, Community organisations and Public Sector organisations



Select Grants from previous Grant Alert
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	Morrisons Foundation
	Capital grants to improve community spaces

The Connecting Communities fund aims to support thriving communities and their shared infrastructure. By investing up to £20,000 per project, they aim to unlock the potential of these local anchor institutions. Our funding aims to reduce social isolation, fosters a deep sense of belonging, and ensures that the physical spaces at the 'heart' of our communities remain resilient, inclusive, and equipped to serve for generations to come.

This could be, for example, by:

· Renovations and upgrades (community kitchens, accessible toilets and changing facilities, refurbishing a communal room, making internal and external repairs).
· Small scale construction (therapeutic and activity sheds, outdoor shelters & seating areas, external secure storage facilities, forest school structures).
· Equipment and installations (mobility & adaptive gym equipment, CCTV, secure doors & windows, boilers, heaters and insulation, workroom & large activity items).
· Transforming environments (landscaping of community gardens, accessible sensory garden features, inclusive outdoor play areas, community outdoor fitness hubs).

There is no fixed deadline to apply for a Connecting Communities grant, we process applications monthly and reply within 8 weeks.

Please also review our FAQ page and Grant Policy in full before applying

https://www.morrisonsfoundation.com/connecting-communities-grant-request 

	Capital / Equipment
	Up to £20,000
	Registered Charities

	The Screwfix Foundation
	The Screwfix Foundation is open for applications from charities and registered not-for-profit organisations (including specialist schools and Parent Teacher Associations / Friends of groups if they hold a registered charity number) for projects that will fix, repair, maintain, and improve the properties and community facilities of those in need due to financial hardship, sickness, disability, distress, or other disadvantage throughout the UK.
Grants in the region of £5,000 are available for a variety of projects, such as:
· Improved energy-efficient lighting & heating
· Installation of new kitchen, bathroom etc.
· Installation of a sensory room
· General painting & decorating
· Improving the safety and security of a building
Applications are reviewed every quarter. The next deadline for applications is 10th November 2026.
https://www.screwfix.com/help/screwfixfoundation/ 
Grants Awarded

	Capital / Equipment / Redecoration
	Up to £5,000
	Registered Charity

	Henry Smith Charity
	Maternity Equity Fund – Upcoming 

This upcoming Maternity Equity Fund will invest in trusted, community-led organisations delivering preventative, trauma-informed and culturally safe support during pregnancy and birth.

Your organisation will support improved outcomes for any of the following three groups: 

· Communities experiencing the greatest maternity inequities including Black, Asian, and Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities. 
· Communities in geographical areas of highest deprivation, including in rural areas. 
· People experiencing complex and multiple disadvantages, including existing and antenatal mental health needs. 

These organisations are close to the communities they serve, helping to break down barriers, improve access to care, and create better experiences and outcomes for families.

The fund will strengthen partnerships, share learning, and build evidence about what works so successful approaches can influence maternity care and systems more widely.

The fund opens for Expressions of Interest at 9am, Thursday 3rd September 2026 with a deadline of 5pm, Wednesday 14th October 2026.

If your organisation delivers this kind of support, or you know one that does, visit our fund page to find out more, check your eligibility, and register for our launch webinar Wednesday 2nd  September at 13:30pm.

Visit Henry Smith Charity - Maternity Equity Fund webpage

	Revenue
	Up to £61,600 in year one and £61,700 in years two and three
	Registered Charities and CIOs
Community Interest Companies (CICs) that are not-for-profit with an asset lock 
Annual income (as shown in your most recent published accounts): must be between £20,000 and £1.5 million

	Help the Homeless
	[bookmark: _Toc153543761][bookmark: _Toc153550823][bookmark: _Toc153560668][bookmark: _Toc153561006][bookmark: _Toc153561234]Help the Homeless Capital Grants
Help the Homeless makes grants of up to £5,000 to small charitable organisations (with a turnover of less than £500,000) whose aim is to help homeless people return to the community and enabling them to rebuild their lives.  Typically, such organisations may operate residential or training facilities to assist homeless people.
The quarterly deadlines for applications for funding each year are: 5pm on 20th March/20th June/20th September/20th December. You will be informed of the Trustees’ decision within eight weeks of each deadline.
The next application deadline is 5pm on Sunday 20th September 2026.
Visit the Help the Homeless website
Previously funded projects

	Capital / Equipment
	Up to £5,000
	Small Registered charities whose annual income is below £500,000
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