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Latest Grant Funding Opportunities (Date: November 2025 – Issue 1) 
Sector: The Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) Sector
Scope:  This funding research focuses on the latest grants available to VCFSE organisations in Suffolk.
Visit our webpage to learn more about our service and how to access support   
Our privacy policy
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	The new English Indices of Deprivation (IoD) 2025  has been released, and for Suffolk it is now available in the Local Insight tool.

In the mapping function, we’ve added a new theme (in addition to the existing 11) which groups the 45 IoD 2025 indicators, pictured below. This includes the overall Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) rank, domain and sub-domain measures, and the underlying indicators for each domain, such as affordability, overcrowding, homelessness, air quality, noise, broadband, GP ratios, and road traffic casualties, among others.

Post Code search tool: Local Deprivation Explorer - Home


	Wise Music Foundation
	Wise Music Foundation (Links to Bury St Edmunds)

What we support: education, cultural activities and arts & heritage, health issues, food banks and other worthy causes.

End of August – for applications reviewed in September
End of November – for applications reviewed in December
End of February – for applications reviewed in March
End of May – for applications reviewed in June

Online: Apply - Wise Music Foundation

	Revenue / Capital
	£1,000-£5,000
	Preference is to support smaller charities with an annual turnover of up to £500,000

(but have funded larger local charities)

	The Kristina Martin Charitable Trust
	Grants to support Health and Wellbeing

The Kristina Martin Charitable Trust is based in Newbury, Berkshire and awards grants across the UK to small charities (i.e. those with an annual turnover of less than £1 million) whose principal objectives is to support people:

· Care following bereavement
· Mental health and wellbeing
· Suicide prevention, and
· The prevention of online bullying

The 2025 grant round will open on 24th October 2025 and close on 12th December 2025.

Visit The Kristina Martin Charitable Trust website
application webpage

	Revenue
	Up to £10,000
	Registered Charities with an annual income below £1million

	The Allen Lane Foundation
	Grants for smaller organisations supporting People with Mental Health issues

Through this theme, our focus is on funding mental health charities and grants have supported befriending and mentoring projects; peer support and self-help groups; therapeutic arts activities; gardening and horticulture projects or advice. Therapy or counselling isn’t eligible.

All applications received now and up to the early part of December, are likely to be considered at the trustees meeting in February 2026.

Visit the Allen Lane Foundation website
	Core or Project funding (project costs or salaries)
	£4,000-£5,000
	Registered Charities, Community Interest Companies, Constituted Voluntary groups with an annual income of less than £100,000.


	The Allen Lane Foundation
	Grants for smaller organisations supporting Young People in transition

The Allen Lane Foundation is keen to support young people aged 12-21 years who are socially excluded or marginalised, facing difficult transitions and barriers to accessing support and opportunities. Preference to support smaller organisations focused work at a locality level. The average grant size is around £5,000-£6,000.

The Foundation is not looking to fund general youth provision due to the limitation of available resource, but will consider both core or project funding of organisations whose work aligns with the aim of the programme.

All applications received now and up to the early part of December, are likely to be considered at the trustees meeting in February 2026.

Visit the Allen Lane Foundation website
	Core or Project funding (project costs or salaries)
	£5,000-£6,000
	Registered Charities, Community Interest Companies, Constituted Voluntary groups with an annual income of less than £100,000.


	Hospice UK
	[bookmark: _Toc145689933][bookmark: _Toc145690323]Talking about death & dying community project grants
Funding is available to support innovative community arts and culture projects that open up conversations about dying, death and grief in new and creative ways.
Hospice UK’s Dying Matters Community Grants Programme will award grants of between £5,000 and £8,000 to hospices working in partnership with local groups/community organisations for projects that support hard-to-reach groups including:
*  Ethnic minorities  *  homeless people *  prisoners  *  people with learning disabilities 
*  LGBT+ people  *  those living in remote and rural areas  
* people living in poverty, deprivation and with lower socio-economic status
Funding can be used to cover: artist fees, materials, exhibition / installation costs, translation & marketing, refreshments, craft materials or venue hire.
Previously funded projects have included:
· a video game that supports young people to think about death and grief
· theatre productions
· a community mural
· comedy nights
· workshops and courses
The deadline for applications is 5pm on Friday, 5th December 2025.
Visit Hospice UK – Dying Matters Community grants

	Revenue
	£5,000-£10,000
	Hospices

	The 1001 Foundation
	Grants to support Frontline Services for Babies & New Parents

Multi-year funding is available for charities delivering frontline services that improve outcomes for babies during their first 1001 critical days – from pregnancy to age two. The funding is provided by the 1001 Foundation, which aims to bring about meaningful change in the way services are delivered, and support parents and carers to give their baby the best start in life. 

Registered Charities can apply for up to £100,000 per year for up to five years to deliver services in community-based family hubs and other "one stop shop" settings. Projects could include infant feeding support, parenting programmes, perinatal mental health services, and help for dads or marginalised communities. Most awards are expected to range from £20,000 to £80,000 per year. 

Three Stage application process.

The deadline for Stage 1 applications is 5pm, Friday 19th December 2025. 

Early Childhood Education Funding | 1001 Critical Days Foundation

Fund main guidance doc

	Revenue
	Up to £100,000 

(likely range: £20,000-£80,000)
	Registered Charities

	Fight for Sight
	Funding to Boost Digital Inclusion and Employment for Blind and Vision-Impaired People 
UK organisations supporting blind and vision-impaired people can now apply for grants of up to £30,000 to tackle digital barriers to employment. The fund prioritises projects that use technology to prepare vision impaired individuals for work, support job applications, aid job retention and progression, and create pathways into tech careers. Eligible applicants include UK-registered charities, CIOs, charitable companies, CICs limited by guarantee, and exempt charities such as universities. The funding is being made available by the charity Fight for Sight through its new Digital Inclusion Fund. 
Applications open 3rd November 2025 and close 6th January 2026 at midday; decisions will be announced the week of 16th February 2026. 
Visit the Fight for Sight Digital Inclusion and Employment Grants portal
	Revenue
	Up to £30,000
	Registered Charities, CIOs, CICs limited by guarantee, and exempt charities such as universities

	Bailey Thomas Trust
	Grants for support Learning Disabilities services

Funding is normally considered for capital and revenue costs and for both specific projects and for general running/core costs - UK Charities, Parent Teachers Associations, and schools can apply.  
The following areas of work normally fall within the Fund's current policy providing they benefit the learning disabled:

· Capital building/renovation/refurbishment works for residential, nursing and respite care, and schools;
· Employment schemes including woodwork, crafts, printing and horticulture;
· Play schemes and play therapy schemes;
· Day and social activities centres including building costs and running costs;
· Support for families, including respite schemes;
· Independent living schemes;
· Support in the community schemes;
· Snoezelen rooms.

Small Grants (below £9,000) can be applied for at any time.
Main Grants (above £9,000) the next deadline is the 1st December 2025.

Visit the Baily Thomas Charitable Fund
Guidelines

	Revenue, Capital, Project or Core costs
	Small Grants below £9,000

Main Grants above £9,000


	UK Charities, Parent Teachers Associations, and schools

	The 7 Stars Foundation
	Funding to Support Challenged & Vulnerable Young People

Grants of up to £2,500 are available to charities (annual turnover of less than £1.5 million) that support challenged and vulnerable young people under the age of 16 in area of deprivation or socio-economic disadvantage.

Funding for offered across the following streams:

· Project grants to cover the costs of projects that respond to one or more of the funding priorities of the 7stars Foundation.
· Shine Bright funding for registered charities to purchase items and resources to protect and support the children they serve through the cost-of-living crisis.
· Direct grants funding to individuals affected by the Foundation's priorities, supported by outreach/social/care workers or legal professionals. (Applications must be submitted by the supporting professional/organisation.)
· Social Impact funding for three charities across the year for projects that align with awareness days across the year.

The trustees typically meet four times a year to review grant applications.

Visit the 7stars Foundation website
Case Studies

	Revenue
	Up to £2,500
	Charities with an annual income of below £1.5m

	Swire Charitable Trust 

	Personal Development, Environment and Heritage project grants 
 
The aim of the Swire Charitable Trust is to make grants to UK charities who are working hard to transform the lives of some of the most vulnerable members of our society, as well as those working to protect our country’s heritage and environment. 

· Opportunity: Improving life chances, realising potential 
· Nature: Connecting people to the environment and supporting the UK’s biodiversity 
· Heritage: Regeneration through restoration and safeguarding endangered skills 
  
Visit the Swire Charitable Trust website 
(guidelines) 
(please complete the online funding request form, briefly outlining your excellent work) 
 
	Revenue / Unrestricted / Core Costs and Capital  
	£5,000-£60,000  
(multi-year) 
	Registered Charities 

	Persimmon Homes: Community Champions Fund
	Community Champions Fund

Persimmon Homes has 30 offices across the UK and awards around £6,000 every quarter to support community projects.  Not for profits groups or organisations and Schools can apply for Revenue or Capital grants, typically £1,000, but grants of £2,000 and £3,000 have been awarded too.

Visit the Persimmons Community Champions Fund webpage

	Revenue or Capital
	Typically, £1,000
	Not for profits groups or organisations and Schools

	The Architectural Heritage Fund
	Grants to Preserve Historic Buildings in Town Centres (England)

The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) is accepting applications through its Heritage Revival Fund that is designed to support the restoration and adaptive reuse of neglected historic buildings in town centres across England. 

It aims to empower community-led organisations: such as charities, not-for-profits, and social enterprises: to take ownership of heritage assets and transform them into functional community spaces. 

The fund offers three grant types: 

Project Viability Grants (up to £15,000)
Project Development Grants (up to £100,000)

Both schemes have with application deadline of Monday 19th January 2026; and 

Capital Grants (up to £350,000). The Capital Grants programme is currently closed to new applications. The programme prioritises projects in town centres and seeks to preserve historic buildings at risk of decay. 

Register for their newsletter. 

Visit The Architectural Heritage Fund website

	Development / Capital 
	See guidance for each strand
	Not for Profits

	Youth Music
	[bookmark: _Toc208564070]Grants to Tackle Inequalities in Creative Education and Employment 

Youth Music has launched a £2.25 million initiative to tackle barriers facing disabled children and young people in the arts. The announcement follows the charity’s Excluded by Design? report, which exposed stark inequalities in creative education and employment.

The new Shift the Scene Fund will support long-term, community-based creative programmes—across music and other art forms—designed by and with disabled young people aged 9 to 30. Funding may include paid employment, bursaries, or micro-grants.

The fund is open to established organisations in England already working inclusively with d/Deaf, Disabled, or Neurodivergent young people. 

Eligible projects must be:

· Long-term: running three to four years, not short-term or one-off.
· Community-based: rooted in and responsive to local needs.
· Multi-disciplinary: spanning music, theatre, dance, visual arts, film, digital, or cross-arts approaches.
· Co-created: shaped and led with Disabled young people at every stage.
· Progression-focused: offering sustained opportunities, such as 1:1 support, mentoring, and career pathways.
· Inclusive: embedding the social model of disability, anti-ableist practice, and accessible design.

Applicants must show a proven track record in anti-ableist practice, amplify young Disabled voices, and embed inclusion, diversity, equity, and access across their work.

We envisage funding a couple of music projects, but music will not be the majority focus of this fund.

Stage 1 application deadline is 5pm, Friday 28th November 2025. 

Visit the Youth Music Excluded by Design web-portal

Also sign-up for Shift the Scene newsletter

	Revenue (see description in full guidance) 
	Up to £20,000
	Registered Charity, Community Interest Company 
(established for at least 1 year)

Organisations that do apply, can partner or deliver in a school setting.

	Youth Music
	Music Engagement: Youth Music Trailblazer Fund 
  
The Youth Music Trailblazer fund offers grants of £2,000 to £30,000 to organisations in England to run projects for children and young people (25 or under) to make, learn and earn in music. The project should trial work for the first time, test a new way or working, or disrupt the status quo.  
Your work must meet one of our themes:   
  
· Early years  
· Disabled, d/Deaf and neurodivergent young people  
· Youth justice system  
· Young people facing barriers  
· Young adults  
· Organisations and the workforce  
  
A minimum of 10% match funding is required.   
 
Organisations under one year old can apply for a maximum grant of £15,000. 

Successful Trailblazer projects include – link to webpage.
The next deadline is 5pm on 21st November 2025 for projects starting between April and June 2026. 
Visit the Youth Music Trailblazer Fund webpage  
guidance notes 
	Revenue / Equipment  
	£2,000 to £30,000  
	Charity, Community Interest Company  

	The Paddle Trust
	Grants to Support Canoeing and Inland Waterway Conservation
Not-for-profit organisations or public bodies can apply for a grant to help them to increase participation in canoeing. The grants can be used to promote new or improved access points for canoe trails on to moving water, estuaries, canals and reservoirs. This can include new and improved launch and landing platforms, steps or ramps; improvements to pathways and accessible routes to the water’s edge and signage and information that promotes positive behaviour. 
Examples of projects supported include a grant for Canoe Trail Improvement at Lazonby and Bamford on the upper Derbyshire Derwent delivered in partnership with the Parish Council. 
The application deadline is Wednesday 17th December 2025. 
Visit The Paddle Trust Grants webpage
	Capital
	£500 to £10,000
	Not-for-profit organisations, charities, clubs, Parish Councils, Local Authorities

	Fore Trust
	Development and Capacity Building grants programme

The Fore's mission is to support the development of exceptional small charities (and CICs) that are supporting marginalised groups by awarding unrestricted grants of up to £45,000 for projects and activities that can potentially have a transformational impact on their organisation.

Registered Charities, CIO’s, Community Interest Companies (CICs) limited by guarantee, or Community Benefit Societies whose annual revenue is less than £500,000 can apply.

Registration for Spring 2026 will be open for one week From 12pm (midday) on Wednesday 26th November to 12pm (midday) on Wednesday 3rd December

All those who submit a registration will be emailed with confirmation as to whether they have been accepted to move to Stage 2. They will then be invited to submit a complete application. 

Their website hosts resources on how potential applicants can strengthen their application.

Visit the Fore Trust website

	Unrestricted
	Up to a maximum £45,000, spread over one to three years
	Not for Profits with an annual revenue below £500,000.



Select Grants from previous Grant Alert
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	Government MHCLG
	Capital Grants for Community Buildings / Equipment (upcoming)

The Common Ground Resilience Fund is a £1.17million government fund aimed at strengthening community cohesion and resilience.

Voluntary, Community, and Social Enterprise (VCSE) organisations will be able to access capital funding to support the cost of building or renovating facilities, or purchasing essential equipment, laptops, or furniture, to deliver services that bring people from diverse backgrounds together. Grant value: up to £10,000.

In addition to funding, successful applicants will join a wider community of practice, fostering collaboration, knowledge exchange, and long-term social resilience. 

Grants should be committed for spending by 31 March 2026.

The fund opens to applications on the 13th October 2025 and closes on the 21st November 2025.

Read the announcement here

Contact CGA@communities.gov.uk for any questions about the grant or to register your interest in applying.

	Capital / Equipment
	Up to £10,000
	Not for Profits (running Community Buildings) 
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