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Latest Grant Funding Opportunities (Date: March 2026 - Issue 2) 
Sector: The Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) Sector
Scope:  This funding research focuses on the latest grants available to VCFSE organisations in Suffolk.
Visit our webpage to learn more about our service and how to access support   
Our privacy policy
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	TESCO UK
	Children and Young People Development – Small Grants 
Beccles, Brandon, Bury St. Edmunds, Ipswich 1, Newmarket, Stowmarket, Haverhill, Sudbury

Tesco UK Stronger Starts supports thousands of local community projects and good causes across the UK with grants of up to £1,500 each quarter.  The scheme is open to all Schools, Local Community Groups, Registered charities and Not-for-Profits that support young people.
Examples of eligible children & young people applications with an element of food:

· a school providing pupils with food for breakfast clubs or snacks throughout the day.
· a school wanting to buy equipment for outdoor or indoor activities.
· a voluntary organisation working with families with young children to run a food bank.
· a healthy eating project that supports families with young children to cook healthy meals on a budget.
· a Uniformed or other community group needing funding for new play equipment or activities adding healthy snacks to the sessions.
 
The Tesco Stronger Starts scheme is a rolling programme, allowing groups to apply at any time. There is a rolling deadline but if applications are submitted before 5 May they have a higher chance in the upcoming round of July to September vote in store round.
 
Whilst organisations across Suffolk are eligible to apply, they are keen to see applications from communities in: Beccles, Brandon, Bury St. Edmunds, Ipswich 1, Newmarket, Stowmarket, Haverhill, Sudbury.
 
To apply for a grant, please visit the TESCO Stronger Start Grant Portal
You can nominate a project, and they will get help with their application.
 
If you have any questions, please contact Alice Browne: alice.browne@groundwork.org.uk

	Revenue or Capital
	Up to £1,500
	Schools, Local Community Groups, Registered Charities and Not-for-Profits

	Asda Fondation 
	Community Spaces Fund

Opens from 14th April 2026. Criteria available 

The aim of the Fund is to repair, renovate and develop accessible community spaces for continued delivery of essential activities and services to benefit the local community, particularly those experiencing loneliness, isolation and disadvantage. The project should benefit people of all ages and from all communities.

· Repair and Maintain Community Spaces Projects that involve essential repairs or maintenance to ensure the facility remains safe, functional, and able to serve the community effectively. This could include critical work such as boiler replacement, roof or window repairs, or necessary refurbishments like replacing worn carpets to maintain a safe and welcoming environment. 

· Expand and Improve Community Spaces Projects aimed at enhancing or adapting spaces to better meet the needs of service users. This may involve improving accessibility for all, upgrading facilities to make them fit for purpose, or reconfiguring areas to accommodate more users and activities within the existing footprint

Grants from £10,000 to £20,000 are available.

Scheme opens 10am, Tuesday 14th April 2026 : application deadline, 10am, Tuesday 28th April 2026.

Visit the Asda Foundation Community Spaces Fund web portal
Criteria 

	Capital 
	Between £10,000-£20,000
	Be not-for-profit.
Have an annual income of between £40,000 - £400,000.
Unrestricted reserves of no more than £40,000.

	Childwick Trust
	Grants to support Health related Needs and Horseracing community #Suffolk
 
A grant awarding trust whose geographic eligibility includes Suffolk / Norfolk / Cambridgeshire within their South / South-East England area definition.  Grants awarded (prefer revenue but capital eligible) circa £5,000-£20,000.
 
Health
The Trust has a strong emphasis on helping charities which offer care and support for people who are terminally ill, or have a serious illness, older people, adults and children who have mental health problems or a learning disability. The Trust gives help to both children and adults with physical disabilities. Organisations who offer care and support for ex-servicemen and women who have been injured or traumatised from past and recent conflicts can also be funded.
The funding can be used towards specialist equipment, respite care, holidays, education and core costs. The Trust will consider funding towards some building and refurbishment costs but only once the appeal has reached at least half of the total budget.

Horseracing community
Funding is available for the welfare of those in need within the racing industry. This is generally aimed at older people, people who are retired or injured and those on a low income plus young people who need support.
Application window opens on 1st April 2025 and likely to close on 20th April 2026.
Visit the Childwick Trust website
 
	Revenue / Core, but small capital projects considered
	between £5,000-£20,000
 
Multi-year funding will be considered from charities whom we have previously funded.
	Registered Charities
 
(preference is to support charities that have not had a grant in the previous 2 years and typically have an annual income of less than £5million)

	A B Charitable Trust
	Funding for Projects that Combat Abuse and Violation of Human Rights

Registered Charities with annual incomes of between £150,000 and £1 million that work towards combating abuse and violations of human rights can apply for grants between £10,000 and £30,000 through the A B Charitable Trust. 

Applications are particularly welcomed from charities working to support: 

• migrants and refugees 
• criminal justice and penal reform 
• human rights, particularly access to justice 

There are 4 applications rounds per year.

The next application deadline is Friday 24th April 2026.

Visit the A B Charitable Trust website
see grants awarded database

	Revenue
	£10,000 to £30,000 per year and are awarded from one to three years
	Registered Charities whose annual income is between £150,000 and £1.5m

	Co-op Foundation / Co-op
	Green Opportunities Fund #young people

The Green Opportunities Fund is a new £2.2m partnership between the Co-op Foundation and Co-op that advocates that green jobs are for everyone. But too many young people, especially those from underrepresented backgrounds, are missing out on building the skills for rewarding and secure pathways for the future.  

In Year 1, they expect to fund between 5-12 organisations across the UK – 1 specifically focused on the agriculture sector.

Eligible organisations include Charities, CICs, Co-operatives, and Community Benefit Societies.

The fund is looking to support organisations across the UK that are changing perceptions of green skills and careers among young people aged 14-20. 

They’re looking to fund:

· Inspirational workshops
· Mentoring and hands-on experiences 
· Campaigns and awareness-raising 
· Digital storytelling and social media

Under-represented Groups: Women, People of the global majority, People with disabilities or People from lower socioeconomic backgrounds.

Applications close at midday on Friday 17th April 2026.  

Visit the Co-op Green Fund web-portal
Full Guidelines
Webinar recording 

	Revenue
	between £50,000 and £100,000
	Charities, CICs, Co-operatives, and Community Benefit Societies.

	The Michael Bishop Foundation
	Grants for Arts/Culture/Heritage and Education, Humna Rights/Social Justic and Health

The Michael Bishop Foundation awards large grants to a small number of Registered Charities.  The trustees review applications twice a year in April and October.

Please read the eligibility section before making an application. Our five main areas of focus for grants are:

· Heritage 
· Arts and Culture 
· Education 
· Human Rights and Social Justice 
· Advancement of Health and Medicine

Please submit your application by 31st March or 30th September using the online form.

Visit The Michael Bishop Foundation website

	Revenue or Capital
	Typically, large grants
£20,000-£50,000
	Registered Charities

	Soroptimist International
	Grants to Support Women in Career Development
 
The 2026 Diamond Education Grant is now open for applications, offering financial support to women seeking to enter or return to the workforce or transition into growing industries by gaining new skills.
 
The grant prioritises women facing significant financial need or barriers to employment, with an average award of around £1,000. Funding can be used for course fees or essential materials, such as books or equipment, but not for living expenses.
 
Applications are open to women who are permanent residents in eligible Federation countries, which includes the UK. Preference will be given to applicants aged 30 and over.
 
Grants are available for courses taking place during the academic year from September 2026 to July 2027. The funding is intended for one year only, with vocational courses receiving priority - short courses are considered as long as they fall within these dates.
 
Applications must be submitted by 15 April 2026, and all applicants will be notified via email at end of June 2026.

Visit the Diamond Education Grant webpage

	Education course fees / materials / equipment / books
	Up to £1,000
	Women over 30 years, mostly from disadvantaged background (income deprivation, Health and Wellbeing; Disability).

	Government
DCMS
	Grants to Preserve Historic Buildings

The Government Heritage Revival Programme’s Architectural Heritage Fund is supported by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and Historic England.  It aims to revitalise neglected historic buildings in town centres across England.

Grants include up to £15,000 for early-stage feasibility work and up to £100,000 for project development to progress schemes towards delivery, supporting activities such as condition surveys, viability studies and project coordination. 

Expressions of interest can be submitted at any time, with decisions typically within six weeks.

Visit The Architectural Heritage Fund website

	Feasibility / Capital improvements
	See main description
	Registered Charities, Parish Councils, Social enterprises and other Not-for-profit

	Youth Hostel Association
	Youth Hostel: Bursary Scheme for Towards Residential Stays #children #young people

The YHA bursary scheme aims to support disadvantaged young people typically aged 8–18 access fully funded or subsidised residential stays at YHA hostels. 

Funding generally covers up to 50% of accommodation costs and may also cover meals or activities. Eligible projects include school residentials, youth group outdoor learning trips and respite breaks for those facing challenges such as financial hardship, disability or bereavement. 

The programme operates on a rolling basis with no fixed closing date.

Visit the YHA Bursary website page

	Residential visits
	Bursary
	Schools, Registered Charities, Community groups and Voluntary organisations

	Government 
Department for Transport
	Grants to Help Get People Back on their Bikes this Summer

Not-for-profit groups and organisations can apply for grants from the Big Bike Revival fund of up to £3,500 to deliver cycling events aimed at encouraging people to start or return to cycling this summer. 

These events should particularly engage individuals who face social, economic, or health deprivation, come from diverse backgrounds, or are dealing with complex personal challenges. 

The funding can be used flexibly to support a wide range of event-related costs, including staffing, promotional activities, equipment, consumables, and volunteer transport. 

Applications must be submitted by 1st June 2026. 

Visit the Cycling UK - Big Bike Revival Programme website

	Activities
	Up to £3,500
	Local volunteer-led groups, social enterprises, and other not-for-profit

	Wolfson Foundation
	Grants for Capital Projects in Secondary Schools and Sixth Form Colleges

Secondary schools and FE Colleges can apply for a grant of up to £100,000 to improve the teaching of science, computer science, design & technology, art, languages, music and performing arts at GCSE and A-Level.

Grants are generally awarded for new builds, refurbishment, and technical equipment.

To be eligible, schools must be state-funded, have at least two years of exam results available, have been inspected by Ofsted / Estyn / HMIE / ETI, and have an overall outcome of ‘Good’ or above.

The closing date for Stage 1 applications is 1st May 2026.

Visit the Wolfson Foundation website

	Capital (buildings or equipment)
	Up to £100,000
	Secondary Schools and Sixth Form Colleges
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	Postcode Places Trust
	Postcode Places Trust - East of England 

The Trust has published its funding guide for 2026.  2026 Themes. 

· Enabling participation in the arts
· Preventing or reducing the impact of poverty
· Supporting marginalised groups and/or tackling inequality
· Improving mental health - Our focus will be on organisations that are actively supporting specific mental health issues, rather than general mental wellbeing activities.

We offer three-year funding for Registered Charities, Community Interest Companies (asset lock), and Community Benefit Societies with an annual income between £10,000 and £1 million.

To assist with decision-making, priority may be given to organisations that meet one or more of the following:

· Have an income of £250,000 or below
· Work in communities located in the top 15% of the English Index of Multiple Deprivation
· Organisations whose main activities are focused on supporting marginalised groups. This could include, but is not limited to, disabled people, communities experiencing racial inequity, and LGBT+ people.
· Are in areas that have not recently received funding. For this, we will primarily be looking at postcode areas (eg. EHX XXX) that have not received funding in the last 12 months. You can find a list of organisations supported here.*

Funding application round dates for 2026 are:

Round 1: 9am 25th March - 12 noon 1st April 2026
Round 2: 9am 24th June - 12 noon 1st July 2026
Round 3: 9am 24th September - 12 noon 1st October 2026

Visit the Postcode Places Trust - East of England web-portal

	Revenue
	up to £50,000 in total over the three years, depending on your organisation’s income (typically £7,000-£10,000)
	Established Registered Charities, Community Interest Companies (asset lock), and Community Benefit Societies with an annual income between £10,000 and £1 million.

At least 3 Directors / Trustees

	The Charlottee Aikin Trust
	Literature engagement and Creative Arts project grants
Grants are available for charitable organisations within the UK who promote the creative arts for the public benefit, especially literature, whether fiction, non-fiction drama or poetry.

Last year, ten grants were awarded (six of which were new grant recipients).

The funding can be used for several different things, including:

· Support of local literary festivals and touring production companies.
· Schemes that promote creative writing in schools.
· Support of the infrastructure of artistic organisations and buildings of national importance
· Book prizes
· Playwrights and theatres

The first step in the application process is to contact the Trust using the contact form on its website.

We will re-open on 1st April 2026 for one month and again on 1st September for one month.

Visit the Charlotte Aitken Trust website

	Project / Events funding 
	First-time grants ranged from £3,000 to £10,000
	Charity, Social Enterprise

	The Fore Trust
	Development and Capacity Building grants programme

The Fore's mission is to support the development of exceptional small Charities (and CICs) that are supporting marginalised groups by awarding unrestricted grants of up to £30,000 for projects and activities that can potentially have a transformational impact on their organisation.

For the summer 2026 support programme: 

Registration will be open for one week from 12pm (midday) on Wednesday 25th March to 12pm (midday) on Wednesday 1st April 2026.

All those who submit a registration will be emailed with confirmation as to whether they have been accepted to move to Stage 2. They will then be invited to submit a full application. 

Their website hosts resources on how potential applicants can strengthen their application.

Visit the Fore Trust website

	Unrestricted
	Up to a maximum £30,000, spread over one to three years
	Registered Charities, CIO’s, Community Interest Companies (CICs) limited by guarantee, or Community Benefit Societies whose annual revenue is less than £500,000.
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