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Latest Grant Funding Opportunities (Date: February 2026 - Issue 1) 
Sector: The Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) Sector
Scope:  This funding research focuses on the latest grants available to VCFSE organisations in Suffolk.
Visit our webpage to learn more about our service and how to access support   
Our privacy policy
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	Wise Music Foundation
	Wise Music Foundation (Links to Bury St Edmunds)

What we support: education, cultural activities and arts & heritage, health issues, food banks and other worthy causes.  The average grant is £1,500.

End of August – for applications reviewed in September
End of November – for applications reviewed in December
End of February – for applications reviewed in March
End of May – for applications reviewed in June

Online: Apply - Wise Music Foundation

	Revenue / Capital
	£1,000-£5,000
	Preference is to support smaller charities with an annual turnover of up to £500,000

(but have funded larger local charities)

	The Simon Gibson Trust
	Grants to support young people, the elderly, heritage and the natural environment #Suffolk
 
This grant awarding trust has links to Suffolk which is one of 8 counties geographically eligible. Registered Charities and Community Interest Companies are eligible to apply.

The Trustees have a bias towards smaller organisations that support the development of young people, support the elderly or conservation and environmental projects. 
 
Applications submitted between 1st January and 31st March for Trustees meeting in June each year.  
 
Visit the Simon Gibson Charitable Trust website 
 
	Core funding or specific project funding 
	between £3,000 to £10,000
	Charities and Community Interest Companies 

	Woodward Charitable Trust
	Children’s Summer Play Scheme

Summer 2025 Recreation play schemes - a minimum of 2 weeks, 10 full days or 20 half days
Children and Young People from disadvantaged backgrounds between the ages of 5-16 year including those that are isolated or have been in the care system.

Grant values: between £250-£1,000 (up to 50% of the total cost of a scheme)

Remarks: Applications open February/March 2025 and will be considered in May.

Visit the Woodward Charitable Trust – Summer Play Scheme webpage

	Recreation Scheme costs
	£250-£1,000
	Charitable Incorporated Organisations (CIOs) and Community Interest Companies (CICs) with an income below £100,000

	Macmillan
	Macmillan Cancer Support

A Support Grant is a one-off payment of no more than £15,000 that directly benefits people living with cancer. Macmillan welcome applications that aim to support diverse communities, promote inclusion, and encourage peer-to-peer support.

Examples of what funding could be used for include: 

initial room hire costs and refreshments, events, group outings/celebrations, volunteer expenses, signposting information, information stands, community projects, education sessions for people living with cancer, physical activity linked to personalised care such as prehabilitation, rehabilitation and wellbeing, and IT equipment.

Support Grants | Macmillan Cancer Support

	Activities, Support Services, Equipment 
	Up to £15,000
	Cancer self-help and support groups, 
Macmillan Professionals and wider workforce. 
Voluntary, Third-sector, and community groups,
Partner organisations.

	The B&Q Foundation
	B&Q Foundation – Home Starter Grants

UK registered charities who are working to improve the lives of people in need can apply now for one-off grants of up to £10,000 for home improvement projects that will be completed in the next 12 months.  A maximum allocation of £500 per kit. Charities will be responsible for managing both the purchasing and distribution of the kits to individuals. (Small electrical appliances, bedding, kitchen utensils, furniture, decoration, etc). 

Grants are for essential home improvements and home starter kits—helping individuals and families facing homelessness, domestic abuse, disabilities, illness, or financial hardship to feel more settled and supported in their living spaces.  


The application deadline is 6pm, Friday 20th February 2026. 

The next series of applications rounds are: 

20th April 2026 – 15th May 2026
20th July 2026 – 14th August 2026
19th October 2026 – 13th November 2026

Charities are notified on the outcome of an application by email within 12 weeks of the round closing.

Applications are via the Neighbourly Grants web-portal 

Charities may only apply for a Home Improvement Grant or a Home Starter Kit Grant, not both.

	Household equipment / items kits
	Up to £10,000
	Registered Charities

	The B&Q Foundation
	B&Q Foundation: Improve Homes & Community Spaces Grants

The B&Q Foundation Home Improvement Grants 2026 will be distributing grants to charities for those most in need, such as those experiencing homelessness, financial hardship, poor health, disability, or other disadvantage or distress.  These grants can support maintenance, repair or improvements to housing or community outdoor spaces.

Previous projects included redecorating properties, installing new boilers, and developing activity rooms and creating community gardens.

The first 2026 deadline for applications is 20th February 2026.
  
The next series of applications rounds are: 

20th April 2026 – 15th May 2026
20th July 2026 – 14th August 2026
19th October 2026 – 13th November 2026

Applications are via the Neighbourly Grants web-portal 

Charities may only apply for a Home Improvement Grant or a Home Starter Kit Grant, not both.

	Capital / Equipment 
	Up to £10,000 for building or indoor projects, and up to £5,000 
for garden projects.
	Registered Charities

	Children in Need
	Grants to support disadvantaged children and young people 

Children in Need offers Core and Project funding with no application deadlines, so you can apply at any time. Available grants range from £1,000 to £40,000 per year and can be awarded for up to three years.

We will fund projects and organisations to:
· Provide early intervention and preventative mental health support for children and young people living in rural or coastal communities
· Aid employment and/or social mobility opportunities for young people between 11 and 18 years from Black, Asian and minority ethnic backgrounds.
· Support disabled children and young people to increase social inclusion and independence. We will prioritise those organisations whose core mission statement is dedicated to supporting and advocating for disabled children and young people.
· Support children and young people with caring responsibilities.

Apply For Funding - BBC Children in Need

	Revenue, Projects, Core 
	Between £1,000-£40,000
	Registered Charities, CIC’s (Company Limited by Guarantee with Asset Lock clause)

	The Austin 
and Hope 
Pilkington 
Trust 
	Micro grants that support people at risk of homelessness 

Grants for homelessness support projects that provides life skills, including food education, healthy living, and budgeting. Priority will be given to people leaving the armed forces, leaving prison, or care. 

Only Registered Charities with an annual income between £100,000 and £1 million can apply.

Grant Round 1 for 2026 application window is 1st February to 28th February 2026.

Home - The Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust (austin-hope-pilkington.org.uk)

	Projects / Capital
	Up to £1,000
	Registered Charities with an annual income between £100,000 and £1 million

	The Austin 
and Hope 
Pilkington 
Trust 
	Small grants that support people at risk of homelessness 

Grants for homelessness support projects that provides life skills, including food education, healthy living, and budgeting. Priority will be given to people leaving the armed forces, leaving prison, or care. 

Only Registered Charities with an annual income above £1 million can apply.

Grant Round 2 for 2026 application window takes places between 1st April to 30th April 2026.

Home - The Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust (austin-hope-pilkington.org.uk)

	Projects / Capital
	Up to £5,000
	Registered Charities with an annual income above £1 million

	The Access Foundation 
	Grants to Tackle Digital Exclusion

Grants of between £15,000 and £50,000 are available to UK charities, CICs and other not-for-profit organisations working to tackle digital exclusion in their communities. 

The Access Foundation’s Digital Divide Grants programme funds projects lasting up to twelve months that aim to improve digital access, skills and support for disadvantaged and vulnerable people. 

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis and must show clear, measurable outcomes, such as digital skills training, improved access to equipment, or support to help people move into education or employment. 

Funding decisions are typically made within twelve weeks of submission.

Visit the The Access Foundation website
Full guidance

	Projects
	Between £15,000 and £50,000
	Registered Charities, Social Enterprises (CICs)

	The JJ Charitable Trust
	Literacy Improvement Small Grants scheme #cyp #learning-difficulties

The Trust seeks to improve the effectiveness of literacy teaching in primary and secondary education for children with learning difficulties, including dyslexia. 

They are keen to see applications for projects that use volunteers and reading mentors and those that help during transitional points. For example, when students move from primary to secondary school, and when they transition to further education, college, or the workplace. 

They will consider grants for literacy support at any primary or secondary key stage.
Grants between £5,000 and £20,000 spread over a period of 1, 2 or 3 years.

Applicants can apply at any time!

Spring grant round: applications by 4th March 2026

Summer grant round: applications by 3rd June 2026

Autumn grant round: applications by 1st October 2026

The JJ Charitable Trust - Literacy Small Grants Scheme

	Revenue
	between £5,000 and £20,000 spread over a period of 1, 2 or 3 years.
	Registered Charity or CIO, Community Interest Company or registered as an Exempt Charity.
(Priority is given to organisations with an annual income of less than £1 million)

	Learning through Landscapes / People’s Postcode Lottery
	Local School and Early Years Settings Nature Grants

Open to schools and early years settings, this outdoor learning grant fund has four elements — an outdoor learning training course for your staff, a school grounds climate survey, a Climate Curriculum Kit (valued at £150) and £500 of outdoor equipment chosen from a catalogue of over 100 items.

The Local School Nature Grants programme is open to applications from Monday 12th January 2026 to Friday 13th March 2026.  All applicants will receive a decision by Friday 27th March 2026.

The scheme is funded by the People’s Postcode Lottery.

Visit the Local School Nature Grants webpage

	Training, Survey Report Support, Kit and Equipment
	£150-£500
	Schools, Early Years

	The Ernest Cook Trust and Aurora Trust
	[bookmark: _Toc220146330][bookmark: _Toc220146737]Grants to Support Outdoor Learning for Primary & Secondary School Children
UK state-funded schools (pupils 4 – 18 yrs) can apply for funding to support outdoor learning opportunities by removing barriers that enable pupils to connect to nature. for their pupils.
Funding can be used to:
· improve school grounds
· cover transport costs to outdoor learning venues
· purchase outdoor clothing
· train teachers in outdoor education.
Multi Academy Trusts may apply via individual schools.
Priority will be given to schools with above-average free school meal eligibility, and those in areas of high deprivation.
The fund will close once enough applications have been received.
Visit The Ernest Cook Trust Outdoor Essentials Grant webpage 
	Equipment, Clothing, Training, Travel
	£500 per primary school
£500 per special school
£1,000 per secondary school (2 x £500)

	State funded individual primary and secondary schools

	The Children’s Alliance
	Grants to get Children and Young People swimming 

Registered Charities, Constituted Community groups, Community Interest Companies (CICs) and Schools.

Grants are available for not-for-profit organisations across the UK to give children and young people a better start in life through projects involving the medium of water.

To be eligible projects must support children under the age of 18 years to have access to water in the form of swimming lessons, transport to lessons, swimwear and water play equipment.

Applications can be submitted at any time and are considered twice a year in March and September.

An application form is available to download from the Children’s Alliance website and once completed should be submitted by email.

Visit The Children’s Alliance website

	Revenue / Equipment
	Between £4,000-£20,000
	Registered Charities, Community groups, Community Interest Companies, Schools.

	Arts Council England
	Supporting Grassroots Music Fund

The Fund offers grants of £1,000 to £40,000 for projects lasting up to three years and supports grassroots music venues and promoters in strengthening and developing their work.

The fund aims to improve opportunities for music creators, particularly those early in their careers, by expanding access to rehearsal and recording spaces, supporting touring activity, and enhancing the sustainability of small venues.

This might include support for:

	Audience development
	Artist/Talent development
	Live programming

	Infrastructure improvements
	Developing touring networks
	Trialling new ideas



Applications are encouraged from organisations working across all genres, including electronic, hip-hop and grime, indie and alternative, metal and punk, and pop/rock.

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis and require 10% match funding.

To be considered in the next round, proposals must be received by 1 March 2026.

Visit Arts Council England – Supporting Grassroots Music Fund web-portal

	Revenue, Capital 
	Between £1,000 to £40,000
	Venues for live and electronic music performance,

Music Festivals, Promoters,

Recording Studios, Rehearsal Studios/spaces, 

Sector bodies operating in grassroots music

	Arts Council England
	New R&D Support Fund for Creative Practitioners

Arts Council England has paused its Developing Your Creative Practice scheme until April 2026 and allocated £7.5 million through National Lottery Project Grants (NLPG) to support individual artists’ research and development. Grants of up to £30,000 (typically £12,000) fund experimentation, residencies, mentoring, workspace access, and “go and see” opportunities. Applicants must show public benefit. 

Applicants must use the £30,000 NLPG route and close at midday on 26th February 2026.

Visit the Arts Council England R and D Grants for Individuals Information webpage
Recorded webinar
Application portal link

	Research and Development activities 
	Typically, £12,000
	Individual Creatives

	Pro Help Suffolk (CAS) 
	Pro-Bono Support: Local Not for Profits

Managed by Community Action Suffolk, Suffolk ProHelp is a countywide network of businesses providing professional and strategic support free of charge to voluntary and community groups.

Visit the Pro Help Suffolk website


	Cranfield Trust
	Pro-Bono Support: Welfare Charity or Non-Profit addressing poverty, disability, social exclusion

Cranfield Trust provides pro-bono consultancy and management support for charities (and Not for Profits) in the UK. Our network of highly skilled volunteer consultants and advisers helps charities succeed and thrive by offering mentoring, management consultancy, peer support, advice, training and information.

Discover if your charity is eligible for our pro bono management support and how to access our learning resources, even if it isn't.

Visit the Cranfield Trust Service and Eligibility explainer webpage


	Pilot Light 
	Pro-Bono: Pilot Light: Development Programme for Charites and Social Enterprise

Our programmes are open to UK-based charities and social enterprises that are committed to growing their impact. We work with organisations tackling social disadvantage in all its forms — from those supporting vulnerable people, to those driving inclusion, cultural expression, or environmental change.

Visit the Pilot Light website




Select Grants from previous Grant Alert
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	Suffolk Community Foundation / Suffolk County Council 

	Suffolk Carers Fund – Supporting Adult Unpaid Carers (Aged 18+)

This Suffolk County Council funded grant programme offers funding to organisations that support adults who provide unpaid care to adult family members or friends who are older, disabled, or seriously ill, including those with frailty, physical health needs, mental or emotional health issues, or addiction.

Grant values: 

· Microgrants of up to £5,000
· Multi-years grants of up to £10,000 per year for three years
· One-off grants of up to £30,000

The application deadline is: 5pm, Tuesday 3rd March 2026 with decisions expected by the end of April.

Visit the Suffolk Carers Fund webpage

	Project costs (mostly revenue)
	Up to £5,000

Or 

Up to £30,000 (multiyear) 
	Registered Charities, Social Enterprises

	Government MHCLG
	Windrush Day Grant Scheme 2026

Grants (between £5,000 - £25,000) are available for community led projects across England that celebrate the legacy of the Windrush generation and their descendants, while bringing people together across different ages, backgrounds and communities.

Small groups may wish to consider the upper grant values as this can be limited to an applying organisation annual income.

The application deadline is 10th February 2026

Visit the Windrush Day Grants web-portal

	Short Projects / Event Activities
	£5,000 - £25,000 
	Local Authorities, Charities, Not for Profits and Community groups
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