[image: A picture containing logo

Description automatically generated]

Latest Grant Funding Opportunities (Date: August 2026 - Issue 1) 
Sector: The Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) Sector
Scope:  This funding research focuses on the latest grants available to VCFSE organisations in Suffolk.
Visit our webpage to learn more about our service and how to access support   
Our privacy policy
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	Join the Funding 4 Suffolk Portal that enables Not for Profit organisations in Suffolk (with an annual income below £1 million) to freely search for funding for their projects - register for this free resource.  Supported by Suffolk’s Local Authorities and Community Action Suffolk.


	West Suffolk Council
	West Suffolk - Thriving Communities Fund 2027/2028

West Suffolk Council Thriving Communities Grants Programme for 2027 / 2028, will include:

Community grants of between £2,000 and £8,000 are available for one-off projects by community groups, that will support residents in a small part of the district such as an estate or village.

Larger grants of between £8,001 and £20,000 – will fund work to support residents across the whole of West Suffolk or big parts of the district such as a town. 

We are keen to see projects supporting: 

· Cost-of-living support
· Help for people coping with the trauma caused by domestic abuse
· Schemes aimed at reducing loneliness and social isolation
· Youth activities and support
· Targeted support for people who are vulnerable in our communities
· Health and wellbeing support for families and individuals
· Bereavement support

The application deadline is midday, Friday 25th September 2026. 

Visit the West Suffolk Council Thrive Together Grants Programme webpage

	Mostly Revenue
	See main description 
	Voluntary, Charitable, Community, Faith group or Social Enterprise organisation

	The Wise Music Foundation
	Supporting Communities (Links to Bury St Edmunds)

Corporate charity linked to music publishing business with UK distribution centre on the outskirts of Bury St Edmunds. Small grants towards children, the elderly, the disabled, education projects, cultural activities and arts & heritage, health issues, food banks and other worthy causes.

Grants: Average: £1,500.

Submit applications:

End of August – for applications reviewed in September
End of November – for applications reviewed in December
End of February – for applications reviewed in March
End of May – for applications reviewed in June

Visit The Wise Music Foundation website
	Revenue / Capital
	£1,000-£5,000
	Preference is to support smaller charities with an annual turnover of up to £500,000


	Hilden Charitable Trust
	Grants to support Refugees and Asylum Seekers and Penal Affairs (Women / Families)

The Hilden Charitable Fund has reopened its UK funding programme to smaller Charities:

The fund focuses on two areas: 

· Supporting asylum seekers and refugees by integrating them into the community, and 
· Penal Affairs: aiding prisoners, especially women, with coping, maintaining family bonds, and successful resettlement post-release. 

The application deadline is 3pm, Thursday 27th August 2026.  Decisions made end October/early November 2026.

Visit the Hilden Charitable Fund website
	Unrestricted Grants; Core Funding; or Project Funding
	Between £5,000 and £7,000
(up to 2-year funding is available)
	Registered Charities, CIOs, Excepted Charity

(annual income below £200,000)

	W F Southall Trust

	Grants for Social Action, Community Relations, Environmental Benefit or Quaker work
 
Grants are available for Registered Charities (annual income below £1m) working in at least one of the following four areas:
· Quaker Work and Witness
· Environmental Action and Sustainability
· Peace and Reconciliation
· Social Action
 
Round 2 is open with a deadline of 5pm on Friday 11th September 2026. We reserve the right to close early.
 
Visit the Southall Trust website
Update message

	Revenue or Capital
	Typically, between £1,000- £5,000
(average is £3,000)
	Registered Charities with an annual income of less than £1 million

	The Albert Gubay Charitable Foundation
	Grants to support communities of interest, the elderly, people with disabilities, faith (etc) 
 
This grant awarding foundation distributes around 100 grants each year to Registered Charities, typically between: £2,500-£60,000. 

Current funding priorities include: 
 
• Amateur sport  • Care leavers  • Residential care for elderly people  • Homelessness 
• Ex-offenders and their families  • People recovering from drug and substance misuse. 
• People with intellectual disability  • Victims of domestic abuse  • Victims of modern slavery 
• People with terminal illnesses / life limiting conditions and their carers. 
• Worship and associated community outreach. 

Visit The Albert Gubay Charitable Foundation webpage
 
	Revenue / Capital  
	£2,500-£60,000 
	Registered Charities with an annual income below £10 million

	Department for Culture, Media and Sport
	DCMS 'Connections Through Gaming' Pilot Fund (Boys 11-16) – England

DCMS is providing grant funding for delivery partner(s) to test an innovative three-year ‘Connections through Gaming’ pilot that will use gaming as a route to engage boys aged 11–16 who may be experiencing loneliness, isolation or low wellbeing. The pilot will combine gaming-based activities, structured wellbeing and confidence-building support; opportunities to build friendships, confidence and positive social connections, both online and in person. The pilot is particularly focused on boys aged 11-16 who: - may be becoming withdrawn or isolated; - are struggling to build or maintain social connections; - are not currently engaging with existing youth services; and - would benefit from additional support before challenges become more entrenched.
The grant programme budget is £773,000.
The application deadline is Midnight, Friday 11th September 2026.
Weblink to portal 

	Pilot R&D projects
	£50,000 to £648,000
	Public Sector, Non-profit, Private Sector, Local authority

	National Lottery
	National Lottery Community Fund: Awards for All

Who can apply?  Not for Profits, Parish/Town Council, Schools*, Statutory bodies, with a least two unrelated Trustees/Directors
 
Grants are from £300 to £20,000. And can support your project for up to two years.
 
You can apply for funding to deliver a new or existing activity or to support your organisation to change and adapt to new and future challenges.
 
We can fund projects that’ll do at least one of these things:
 
· bring people together to build strong relationships in and across communities
· improve the places and spaces that matter to communities
· help more people to reach their potential, by supporting them at the earliest possible stage
· support people, communities and organisations facing more demands and challenges because of the cost-of-living crisis.
 
Application deadline: Ongoing. Apply at least 16 weeks before you want to start the activities or spend any of the money.
 
Visit the National Lottery Community Awards for All Grant Portal

Schools* potential projects should be available to the wider community to access and not duplicate statutory services.

	Revenue or Capital
	Between £300-£20,000
	Not for Profits, Parish/Town Council, Schools*, Statutory bodies, with a least two unrelated Trustees/Directors

	The Legal Education Foundation
	Emerging Justice Fund
 
Grants are available for organisations that are doing charitable work in the UK (though they do not need to be a charity).  

This fund supports organisations that are campaigning for change on human rights or equality issues but are not yet using or shaping the law to do this. You may already provide advice to individuals and/​or share legal information. This fund can support you to explore how the law could help you to influence change. 

Grant values: Up to £50,000 (up to 12 months); or £50,000 to £75,000 per year (up to 3 years)

The application deadline is Thursday 17th September 2026.

Visit the Emerging Justice Fund webpage
Recorded fund webinar

	Revenue
	See main description
	Not for Profits (with at least two signatories / Trustees).

We prioritise funding small and medium-sized organisations (usually under £2m annual income)

	Immigration Law Practitioners’ Association (ILPA)
	[bookmark: _Toc236297363][bookmark: _Toc236378290]Grants to research legal policy and practice to Support Vulnerable Young Migrants
Not-for-profit organisations and private law firms supporting young migrants can apply for grants from the Strategic Legal Fund. The fund supports UK-based strategic legal work that creates wider change in law, policy and practice for disadvantaged migrant children and young people under 25 facing poverty, discrimination or disadvantages linked to immigration status. Funding is available for pre-litigation case development and research, as well as third-party interventions in existing cases to help courts make informed decisions that benefit wider groups.
The maximum grant amount is £30,000, but applicants are encouraged to request lower amounts due to limited funding. The average grant size is approximately £12,000 - £15,000.
The next application deadline for the next round of grants is Monday 7th September 2026.
The following application deadline is 26th October 2026.
Visit the Strategic Legal Fund web-portal

	Research and advocacy
	Typically, between £12,000 - £15,000.
	Not for Profits and Law Practices

	Department for Transport (DfT) and the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA)
	Grants to encourage Young People into the Aviation Industry 2026/2027
Not-for-profit organisations are invited to apply for a share of £750,000 in funding to deliver outreach programmes and events to encourage young people to consider a career in aviation.
For the 2027 focus, eligible projects must address three objectives: 
· enabling young people aged 16 and over to enter and sustain employment in aviation and aerospace,
· reducing barriers and improving workforce diversity for under-represented groups, and 
· demonstrating measurable impact and employment outcomes. 
Activities may include careers information and guidance, employer engagement, application and recruitment support and signposting to non-formal training pathways.
Application deadline is 12pm, Friday 4th September 2026
Visit The Reach for the Sky Challenge Fund 
Scroll down webpage above to see last year’s grantees and a summary of their projects

	Projects
	£5,000-£100,000
	Not for Profit organisations
Private limited companies may apply if delivery is entirely not-for-profit


	The Golsoncott Foundation
	Funding to Promote Excellence in the Arts

The Golsoncott Foundation, an arts-funding trust that supports public education in the arts, especially fine arts and music.  Grants priority is given to arts organisations that focus primarily on developing and presenting their art form to the highest standard.
The Foundation has recently supported new writing, theatre, music, ballet and visual art.
The trustees meet four times a year. 
The window for the next application cycle will be open in early September for the November trustee meeting.
Visit The Golsoncott Foundation website

	Projects / Activities
	Up to £3,000
	Registered Charity, CIC, Registered company, etc (clear public benefit)

	Arts Council England
	Music Growth Fund
Grants are available to UK music organisations and businesses - including festivals, music managers, music promoters, music publishers, record labels, recording studios, rehearsal spaces and grassroots music venues - to support growth across new music and/or the wider music industry.
The Fund can support a wide range of initiatives, including those focused on:
· music programming
· industry, artist, creator, and workforce development
· infrastructure and organisational capacity building
· domestic and international * showcasing and touring, networking and/or other collaboration initiatives; and
· audience-facing activity, where this is delivered strategically to drive growth, resilience, and wider benefit across the sector.
Grant values: £1,000 - £40,000 (match funding 25%)
Grant values: £40,001 - £100,000 (match funding 50%)
The application deadline is Thursday 3rd September 2026.
Visit the Arts Council England Music Growth Fund website

	Development
	£1,000-£40,000 

and 

£40,001-£100,000) 
	Micro entities, small and medium enterprises
Sole traders
UK registered charities, CICs, or other not for profit organisations 
Consortia

	British Film, Institute / National Lottery 
	BFI National Lottery Creative Challenge Fund

We are seeking organisations to design and run development programmes for UK filmmakers developing narrative, documentary or animation feature film projects or narrative immersive media projects.
By screen-based immersive, we mean projects that explore new ways of storytelling using technologies such as VR, AR, XR, 360° media, or other extended reality media, to create audience-facing, narrative experiences. 
The application deadline is Monday 21st September 2026

Visit the BFI Creative Challenge Fund web-portal
previously funded projects 

	Projects and Sector Development
	between £12,000 and £150,000 for one edition
	a Limited Company, LLP, Social Enterprise, registered at Companies House   
Register Charity 
Local Authority


	International Tree Foundation
	Funding for Community-Led Tree Planting Projects (UK)
Community groups, schools, and local organisations can apply for grants to support tree planting and conservation projects on public or publicly accessible land through the International Tree Foundation’s 2025 UK Community Tree Planting Programme. 
Funding is available for planting between 100 and 10,000 trees per year, with up to £2.15 provided per tree for woodlands and hedging, plus two maintenance grants of £0.10 per tree in the first two summers after planting. 
Projects may also include community engagement and educational activities. 
The first assessment round will take place on 1st October 2026, with the main grants awarded shortly afterwards. Subsequent awards will be made on a first-come, first-served basis, subject to available funding.  The final application submission deadline is 11th December 2026.
Visit the International Tree Foundation website
Full guidance document

	Trees / Hedging
	See main description
	Community groups, schools, and local organisations

	The Tree Council / DEFRA
	Trees Outside Woodland Fund (England)

This fund aims to support projects that establish trees outside of woodlands to create or enhance green spaces, using a range of tree types and planting methods, to increase England’s overall tree canopy from 14.5% to 16.5% of total land area by 2050. 

The funding is intended for physical items (such as trees) and direct delivery costs (such as contractor fees) required to plant and establish trees, rather than internal staffing or organisational running costs.
For the 2026/27 planting season, there is a one-stage application process.
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis with a final application deadline of Saturday 31st October 2026.
Visit the Tree Council - Trees Outside Woodland Fund webpage
Full guidance document

	See main description 
	Between £10,000 and £40,000
	Local authorities, 
Registered Charities with an annual income or turnover of more than £100,000.

	The Institute of Physics
	Grants to promote Physics Amongst Under-Represented Young People 
The Institute of Physics Public Engagement Grant Scheme (PEG) is designed to encourage more young people from under-represented communities to pursue physics after the age of 16.
By supporting activities for families and young people under 16, the scheme aims to broaden participation in physics among groups including girls and young women, disabled young people, LGBTQ+ youth, those from disadvantaged backgrounds, and Black Caribbean communities.
Grants can be used to deliver events and activities that bring physics to life, strengthen public engagement, and create lasting interest in the subject.
The next application deadline is Monday 7th September 2026 (5pm).
Visit The Institute of Physics Grants webpage.
	Revenue
	Up to £4,000
	Individuals, Not for Profits, Museums, Libraries, Schools

	
Friends of Friendless Churches: We rescue and repair redundant places of worship in England and Wales.  We care for and celebrate their rich architectural legacy and history and support their local communities.  Visit the Friends of Friendless Churches website


	UnLtd
	[bookmark: _Toc236297385][bookmark: _Toc236378316]Grants to support Social Entrepreneurs and Social Enterprise
Social entrepreneurs across the UK who are committed to making a positive impact in their communities can apply for funding through UnLtd, a charity that supports social entrepreneurs.
The funding is available through two distinct funding streams.
· The Funding Futures Programme is aimed at young social entrepreneurs aged 16 to 30. It supports those working to improve the financial inclusion of disadvantaged or marginalised people affected by the cost-of-living crisis.
· The Millennium Awards Trust is open to social entrepreneurs aged 16 and over. This stream welcomes applications from people working across all sectors and tackling a range of social issues.
In addition to financial support, successful applicants will receive a tailored support package, including:
· a dedicated support manager
· peer learning opportunities
· expert advice
· legal consultancy

In this funding round, UnLtd will accept 650 applications. The closing date is 10 am on 31st August 2026, or earlier if 650 applications have been received.
Visit the UnLtd Awards website
	Development
	Starting Up Awards: up to £8,000 

Scaling Up Awards: up to £18,000
	Social Entrepreneurs and Social Enterprises



Select Grants from previous Grant Alert
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	Lloyds Bank Foundation
	New Beginnings - Homelessness Prevention Fund

This new fund aims to help people at key transition points when they are at increased risk of losing stable accommodation, with the intention of preventing homelessness before a crisis occurs and reducing reliance on emergency intervention. It is part of the Foundation's wider Going Place to Live strategy, which is expected to introduce further grant rounds over its lifetime.

A total of £8 million is available, with the Foundation expecting to make between 40 and 50 awards across England and Wales. Two levels of funding are available:

· £100,000 over four years, paid as four annual instalments of £25,000, for organisations with an annual income of less than £100,000.
· £200,000 over four years, paid as four annual instalments of £50,000, for organisations with an annual income between £100,000 and £2 million.

Eligible applicants must have annual income between £25,000 and £2 million, at least one year of frontline delivery and current work supporting:

. people leaving prison
. young adults leaving the care system 
. survivors of domestic abuse leaving abusive relationships 
. people leaving the asylum system after securing the right to remain in the UK

Support can be used for unrestricted, holistic and person-centred services, including help with housing, welfare, immigration, health and other practical needs.

Our pre-application webinar is 10:30am to 12Noon on Wednesday 29th July 2026 (more and register)

The deadline for applications is 5pm, Wednesday 9th September 2026.

Visit the Lloyds Bank Foundation New Beginnings Fund webpage

	Unrestricted / Services 
	See main description 
	Registered Charities, CIO’s / CIC’s.
Eligible applicants must have annual income between £25,000 and £2 million

	Henry Smith Foundation
	Funding for Careers Advice to Young People with Learning Difficulties
Too often, young person with a learning disability finish school or college without a clear pathway into paid employment. Careers advice may not be tailored to the way they learn. Work experience opportunities can fail to materialise. And many are never given the chance to see what a real job looks like - or to understand how they can get there.
Our Career Ready Fund will support organisations to put trained job coaches to work inside schools, alongside young people with learning disabilities from age 14.  A job coach builds a picture of what each young person is good at, arranges work experience that matches their strengths, and introduces them to employers before they leave education.
If your organisation delivers supported employment, visit our fund page to find out more, check your eligibility, and register for our launch webinar on Tuesday 21 July, 11am–12pm.

The Expression of Interest deadline is 5pm, Wednesday 2nd September 2026.
Visit The Henry Smith Foundation’s Career Ready Fund webpage

	Core costs such as salaries, rent, utilities, and staff wellbeing.
	Grants are typically £200,000 over 4 years (£50,000 per year) 
	Established Registered Charity, CIC, or Community Benefit Society with an annual income below £3 million
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