Suffolk County Council is updating its approach to community engagement for plan‑making. This draft Engagement Strategy (ES) will replace the 2015 Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) and sets out how the Council will involve residents, communities, organisations and businesses in preparing the Suffolk Minerals and Waste Plan.
Following recent changes to national planning legislation, including the Levelling‑up and Regeneration Act 2023 and the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026, SCIs are no longer a statutory requirement for plan making. However, councils must still demonstrate early, meaningful and proportionate engagement. 
Engagement for planning applications continues to be governed by separate statutory regulations, including the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015. Because these requirements are legally prescribed and operate differently from plan‑making engagement, they will be set out in a separate document to ensure clarity and avoid mixing statutory consultation duties with discretionary plan‑making engagement. Therefore, this Engagement strategy explains the Council’s approach to engagement for plan‑making only.
The previous SCI was adopted in 2015. Since then, there have been significant changes in legislation, national policy and consultation practice, including:
a) The Levelling‑up and Regeneration Act 2023, which reforms plan‑making and replaces the Duty to Cooperate with new Alignment Tests. 
b) The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026, which introduce the new 30‑month plan‑making system, statutory consultation stages (Regulations 45, 48 and 52), and the requirement for an Engagement Strategy through the Project Initiation Document needs to be in place through the Regulation 46: Gateway 1 self-assessment.
c) Updated National Planning Policy Framework (2024) requirements for early, meaningful and transparent engagement.
d) A major shift towards digital engagement, including online surveys, interactive mapping and virtual consultation sessions.
e) A focus on inclusive, accessible and transparent consultation, in line with the Equality Act 2010 and the Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED).
The Engagement Strategy sets out:
a) How and when the Council will engage during preparation of the Minerals and Waste Plan, including the Regulation 45, 48 and 52 stages. 
b) The engagement methods the Council will use, including digital tools, stakeholder workshop events, targeted engagement with seldom‑heard groups, and providing information in accessible formats. 
c) The Council’s commitment to inclusiveness, transparency, accessibility and accountability in all engagement activities.
We are consulting on this draft Engagement Strategy for Plan‑making. The consultation will be open for six weeks. After it closes, we will review all responses, consider any changes needed, and update the Strategy before adopting the final version.
What happens next: 
After the six‑week consultation closes, the Council will review all comments received and prepare a Consultation Summary Report. This will set out the main issues raised, how they have been considered, and any changes proposed to the Engagement Strategy. Where comments relate to statutory requirements or national policy, these will be addressed in line with the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026 and the National Planning Policy Framework (2024).
The Council will then finalise the Engagement Strategy and and use it to form part of the Project Initiation Document for the Suffolk Minerals and Waste Plan and will be used to guide engagement activity throughout the plan‑making process, including the Regulation 45 (Plan‑making commencement), Regulation 48 (Draft Plan) and Regulation 52 (Proposed Submission) stages.
Please use the online form to provide feedback.
