Suffolk County Council  - Suffolk Minerals and Waste Plan Call for Sites Guidance Note (June/July 2026)
1.1 Purpose of this Guidance
These notes explain how to submit a site for consideration through the Suffolk County Council Minerals and Waste Plan Call for Sites. Submissions can be made using our online submission form (via Microsoft forms). 
This exercise invites landowners, operators, agents and stakeholders to identify land that may be suitable for minerals extraction, minerals infrastructure, or waste management uses during the new plan period.
Key Information
· Submissions must be received by Monday 27 July 2026 at 23:59
· We will only accept submissions made through the online submission form (Microsoft forms) 
We are accepting submissions for the following land use types:
a) Minerals extraction sites (sand and gravel, soft sand, chalk, clay, etc.)
b) Minerals infrastructure (processing, concrete batching, aggregate recycling, wharves, rail depots)
c) Waste management facilities (recycling, transfer, composting, anaerobic digestion, energy recovery, landfill, etc.)
Submitting a site now does not prevent you from submitting the same land for alternative minerals or waste uses in the future.
Sites previously submitted to SCC may be re‑submitted, and must be submitted again now to be considered for the new Suffolk Minerals and Waste Plan (this includes sites allocated in the Suffolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2020 but not yet brought forward for development).
We recommend familiarising yourself with:
· the current Suffolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan (2020), and other relevant evidence base documents, which are available at: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/minerals-and-waste-policy 
2. Sites should have a reasonable prospect of becoming available for minerals or waste development during the plan period (to at least 2044).
3. Sites must be located within Suffolk County Council’s administrative boundary. Cross‑boundary sites may be considered but must be clearly identified. - https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council 
4. A Geolocated shapefile OR OS‑based site boundary plan is required. Submissions will not be accepted where the boundary cannot be clearly identified.
5. We will contact the landowner or agent if further information is required or to provide updates on the assessment process.
1.2 Submission Details
Access to the online submission forms is available through the Suffolk County Council website:
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-plan/a-new-suffolk-minerals-and-waste-local-plan 
1.3 Further Information
For queries, please contact the Minerals and Waste Planning Policy Team mineralsandwasteplan@suffolk.gov.uk or 01473 265071.
You can contact the Planning Policy Team: 
Endeavour House, 8 Russell Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 2BX
New Suffolk Minerals and Waste Plan
1.4 Purpose of the Review
Suffolk County Council is preparing a new Suffolk Minerals and Waste Plan to comply with the updated national planning system. The new plan will replace the existing Suffolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan and will cover a period extending to, at least, 2044.
1.5 Status of Call for Sites Submissions
This Call for Sites exercise does not determine whether a site will be allocated. All sites will undergo detailed assessment, and the overall strategy will be informed by:
a) technical evidence
b) minerals and waste needs assessments
c) environmental constraints
d) national policy
e) consultation feedback
Submitting a site does not give it planning status or imply future allocation. Please complete the form as fully as possible; incomplete submissions may not be assessed further.
1.6 Site Assessment Process
All submitted sites will be assessed to determine whether they are:
a) suitable (environmental and policy constraints)
b) available (landowner willingness)
c) achievable (deliverability and operational feasibility)
Assessment results will be published in the Minerals and Waste Site Assessment Report, which will inform the selection of preferred sites for the new Suffolk Minerals and Waste Plan. The Minerals and waste Site Assessment Report will not allocate land but will form part of the evidence base.
What to Submit
1.7 Required Submission Components
Please ensure your submission includes:
a) Completed SCC Minerals and Waste Call for Sites form (online form, or response by email)
b)  An OS Map showing the outline of the proposed site boundary (scale no less than 1:2500) in RED and any other land within the applicants control around the site, or associated with the site outlined in BLUE.
c) GIS shapefile of the boundary (if available)
d) Concept plan (for complex minerals infrastructure or major waste facilities)
e)  Flood risk information (if applicable)
f) Hydrogeological assessment (for minerals extraction or landfill proposals)
g) Economic/operational viability information (if available, as outlined in the form)
Any other relevant technical reports, such as:
h) ecological surveys
i) transport assessments
j) noise/air quality assessments
k) agricultural land classification
l) restoration concepts (for minerals sites)
Your privacy is important. For information on how we use your data, please visit the SCC privacy notice. - https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/about/privacy-notice 
Useful Links and Data Sources
1.8 Key Data Sources
	#
	Topic
	Link / Source

	1
	Planning history
	Suffolk planning portals (district/borough councils)

	2
	Constraints mapping.
	Suffolk County Council Minerals and Waste Local Plan (2020) policy map. -  https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/imported/minerals-and-waste-safeguarding-and-proposals-map-reduced.pdf 
Suffolk Heritage Explorer - https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/map 
DEFRA - https://magic.defra.gov.uk/ 

	3
	Current Suffolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan
	https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/imported/chapters-1-to-18-smwlp-adopted-july-2020.pdf 

	5
	Biodiversity Net Gain
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain 

	6
	National Planning Policy Framework
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework 

	7
	Waste facility definitions and guidance
	Environment Agency permitting guidance - https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-environmental-permits 


Other Useful Sources
	#
	Topic
	Link / Source

	8
	Flood risk
	Environment Agency; Get flood risk information for planning in England - Flood map for planning - GOV.UK
SCC Flood and Water Management; Flooding and drainage - Suffolk County Council

	9
	Environmental designations
	DEFRA; MAGIC
Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service; Home - Suffolk Heritage Explorer
Historic England; Introductions to Heritage Assets (IHAs) | Historic England

	10
	Agricultural Land Classification
	DEFRA: MAGIC

	12
	National Landscapes (AONBs)
	National Landscapes Association: https://national-landscapes.org.uk/national-landscapes 

	13
	Heritage assets
	Suffolk Heritage Explorer; Home - Suffolk Heritage Explorer

	14
	Schools
	SCC Schools Directory: Schools - Suffolk County Council

	16
	Roads and transport
	National Highways; East - National Highways
SCC Highways: suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport


1.9 Further Assistance
For further assistance or queries relating to the Suffolk Minerals and Waste Plan, please contact the Planning Policy Team at: mineralsandwasteplan@suffolk.gov.uk or telephone 01473 265071.




