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Date: July 2026
Community Centres / Village Halls Capital Grant Funding:   Deep Dive Grants Research
This grant research paper identifies grant funding leads for community centres / village halls.  Some of these are timebound, some may have different application rounds per year or only review applications annually.  There is a separate church funders deep dive research paper that may be applicable for church hall venues (some are faith focused and/or wider community engagement).
This paper considers:
· New amenity – is this new or really a replacement for an amenity which is very old and no longer fit for purpose in meeting the needs of the community. 
· Refurbished amenity – parts of an existing building that requires redevelopment works (not general repair or maintenance / redecoration).
· Enhanced amenity – updating electrics and heating, installing renewable energy, reconfiguring toilets, improving venue access or re-configuring a kitchen.
· Building extension.

Before you start.
Co-Production

There are some fundamental questions to ask before you start to consider who to approach for funding. Without asking these questions, your 
project, and therefore your funding applications, won’t stand up to scrutiny or be competitive when compared to other grant applications a funder may receive:

What is your project?
Why are you doing this project?
What difference will it make to people in your community?
Is there really a need for it?
If there is a need, how do you know? What evidence do you have?

You will have to provide some sort of evidence that people need your Community Centre or Village Hall or the service you provide. Try consulting ‘user groups’; the groups of people that use the hall or service already, as well as residents who may not use it.  If your parish or community has produced a ‘Community Led Plan’ or ‘Parish Plan’ it’s possible that people will have been questioned about community amenities and also about community needs / unmet needs as part of the consultation.  If you are looking to repurpose the kitchen for example, please engage those service provider / contractor that use it and can contribute to the redesign.  Carrying out a community / user group consultation to update the building electrics or install solar panels is probably too much, but developing a strong summary of the users / activities groups and frequency will help explain the benefits.

Develop a Master Document / Business Case Proposal
Develop an Annex document – Community Consultation if required (summarise in the master doc)
Develop a Funding / Grants Master document.

Join the Funding 4 Suffolk Portal that enables Not for Profit organisations in Suffolk (with an annual income below £1 million) to freely search for funding for their projects - register for this free resource.  Supported by Suffolk’s Local Authorities and Community Action Suffolk.

Community Consultation – Toolkit / Resources: Babergh and Mid Suffolk Distirct Councils have developed a series of resources that communities can review and use to support the development of a community consultation such as: Community Surveys, Consultations and Mapping. Visit the Community Consultation Toolkit Portal.

	Advisory 
	

	Community Action Suffolk   
We offer an advice and support service specifically tailored to village halls and community building trustees, managers and volunteer.
Village Halls and Community Buildings Service
	

	Pro Help Suffolk
Suffolk ProHelp is a countywide network of local businesses that provides free, pro-bono professional and strategic support to charities, voluntary organisations, and community groups. Coordinated by Community Action Suffolk, the initiative pairs non-profit clients with experts in fields they might otherwise be unable to afford. Visit the Pro-Help Suffolk website.
	

	Ethical Property Foundation 

The Ethical Property Foundation advises charities and community groups in England and Wales on property issues.  In addition to their consultancy service, they provide a number of free services to support your organisation, including regular webinars to help you manage your premises. Their website also offers a range of articles, user guides and FAQs.   Visit the Ethical Property Foundation https://propertyhelp.org/ 

	

	Locality

Locality is the UK's national network supporting community organizations to take ownership of and successfully manage local buildings like community centres, libraries, and village halls. They provide specialist advice, toolkits, and consultancy to help manage assets, reduce energy costs, and ensure community spaces thrive. 

Managing your community building: A downloadable guide to the effective and sustainable management of community buildings, covering legal requirements, maintenance, health and safety, and building strong relationships with your local community.

	

	My Community

We are a web-portal with all the latest tools, tips and ideas to make your community an even better place to live.  This includes resources on how to run and manage and develop community centres or village halls.

· This Capital Funding Directory contains information to help you find sources of funding for capital projects
· Guidance: How to run Community Centre or Village Halls
· Guidance: How to write your business plan for a capital funding application - It includes links to resources, templates and worked examples.
Did you miss the previous Transforming Community Spaces expert-led webinars on renovating and managing assets, or would you like to watch a webinar again?  You can access videos and slides on My Community on (weblink embedded in each title):

1. Renting your space for the benefit of your community
2. Why community engagement is key to your success
3. Renovating and adapting your space to meet community needs
4. Succession planning: Community shares & community assets
5. Securing funding for your capital project
6. How community assets can benefit from climate action and energy efficiency

Visit the My Community web portal 
	



Grant Funding Deep Dive Research
This is the main section of grants research.  Grants depend upon what type of organisation you are, who you support and where (locality).
	Local: Public Sector 

	Planning Obligations: Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
CIL is funding generated by new developments, which local organisations can apply for and use to make improvements to community facilities
Suitable for Charities / Parish Councils and organisations such as village halls or sports clubs
Grants up to £100,000 can be applied for (up to a maximum of 75% of project costs)
Initially contact your Local Authority Communities Team.
	

	Planning Obligations: Section 106  
S106 is funding generated by development, which can be applied for and used to make improvements or repairs to community facilities.
Suitable for Charities / Parish Councils and organisations such as village halls or sports clubs.
Grants’ availability will depend upon the parish or area your project is taking place.
Initially contact your Local Authority Communities Team.
	

	Local Authority: Community Grants Programmes
Community Development Grants are available to organisations delivering capital, revenue, or pre-project activities.
Grant values: up to £10,000.
Initially contact your Local Authority Communities Team. Sign-up to any newsletters.
	

	Local Authority: Pride in Place Programmes
Several localities in Suffolk have been awarded government Pride in Place investment over a 10 year period. 
Ipswich: Stoke Park / Chantry and Whitehouse
West Suffolk: Lakenheath
East Suffolk: Felixstowe West and Lowestoft Central
Community Forums will be created to identify local needs and grant programmes to support a range of projects.
Initially contact your Local Authority Communities Team. Sign-up to any newsletters.
	

	Local Authority: Business (Economic Growth Grants Programmes
Borough and District Councils have managed the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) which is part of the national Levelling Up agenda and is based on three investment priorities which are:
· Communities and place 
· Supporting local business, and 
· People and skills
The primary goal of the UKSPF is to build pride in place and increase life chances across the UK.
A series of grant funded programmes have already been delivered, and we await the next investment cycle.
Initially contact your Local Authority Communities or Economic Development Team. Sign-up to any newsletters.
	

	Local Authority: Councillor Locality or Empowering Community Grants
Councillors (County / District) have modest annual budgets to support community action in their respected electrical divisions or wards.
Can consider grant funding professional service fees, surveys as well as equipment. 
	

	Public Works Loan Board
Public Works Loan Parish and Town councils can use funds from the parish precept to award grants to local community groups. 
Councils can also access a Public Works Loan, with favourable interest rates, to use or gift as a grant e.g. to a village hall, for capital projects: 
• The acquisition of land; 
• Carrying out works on land, including the construction or and undertaking significant works on buildings and other structures. 
The loan is paid back by the council with funds raised from the precept meaning all residents contribute to their improved community facilities. The PWLB lending facility is operated by the UK Debt Management Office on behalf of HM Treasury and provides loans to local authorities. 
Parish and Town Council Public Works Loan Board borrowing
	



	Local Grant Awarding Trusts/Foundations

	There aren’t lots of grant awarding trusts in Suffolk and those that do exist mostly award quite modest grants. Many operate on a locality level (welfare / education purpose), run by volunteers and operate on a ‘letter / email of grant request’ basis than an online application portal.  They are likely to be known by Parish / Town Councils.
More broadly, whilst there many grant awarding trusts or foundations that have England-wide eligibility, the more established and generous trusts or foundations are likely to have a dedicated website and formal application approach (online application portal).  As they operate England-wide competition for funds is increased.

	Suffolk Community Foundation
Who can apply?  Small and Medium Charities, Community Groups, Social Enterprises (occasionally Town/Parish councils)
As Suffolk’s philanthropy charity, the Suffolk Community Foundation manages and administrates a range of funds that can support a range of projects that meet local need. 
Projects: Revenue and Capital 
Grants: £1,000-£5,000*.  
Sign up to their enewsletter.
Note: * Sizewell Community Fund has the potential to award larger grants.
Website  
	

	The Belstead Ganzoni Charitable Trust	
Who can apply?  Charities, Community Groups, Churches, Social Enterprises (CICs)
Grant awarding philanthropy trust with interest in Ipswich / Suffolk / East Anglia.  Apply by letter of grant request (2/3 page) – Trustees meet every two months to review requests. 
Projects: Revenue and Capital 
Grants: £1,000-£5,000 (potentially larger grants for local strategic projects especially capital)
The Belstead Ganzoni Charitable Trust
c/o Birketts Llp
Providence House
141-145 Princes Street
Ipswich
IP1 1QJ
Email Trust Admin: Bill White bill-white@birketts.co.uk
Charity Commission record
	

	The Adnams Charitable Trust   #East-Suffolk
Who can apply?  Charities, Social Enterprise, Community Groups, Schools
Grants (within 25-mile radius of Southwold (see map on webpage) are made in the following areas: 
· Education
· Health & Social Welfare
· The Arts
· Recreation
· Buildings & Community Facilities
· The Environment/Conservation
· History

Trustees meet to review grant applications four times a year in January, April, July and October. 
Visit the Adnams Community Trust webpage
	

	Geoffrey Watling Charity    #Waveney   #North-East Suffolk
Who can apply?  Registered Charities, Churches, Community Interest Companies and Schools
Distributes grants for charitable purposes to organisations throughout Norfolk and the Waveney District of Suffolk.
Projects: Revenue and Capital
Grants: £1,000 - £30,000.
Projects funding: capital/equipment or specific project (revenue)
Visit the Geoffrey Watling Charity website
their recent grants list shows what they can fund.
	

	Hornsea 3 Community Fund     #North-East Suffolk
 Lowestoft / Pakefield, Kessingland / Oulton Broad, Carlton Colville, Corton, Blundeston, Hopton (Map)
Background: The Hornsea 3 Community Fund is part of the community engagement programme for Ørsted’s Hornsea 3 offshore wind farm which is located approximately 120 km off the Norfolk coast and 160 km off the Yorkshire coast. When it is operational by 2027, it will be capable of generating 2.9 GW of green electricity, enough to meet the average daily needs of over 3.3 million homes. The Fund covers coastal and cable route communities in Norfolk and Suffolk.
The Fund will support projects that meet at least one of the following themes:
· Community buildings and facilities. For example: capital improvement works to village halls, community centres, museums, heritage centres and community cafes. Projects that help transition to lower carbon operations, are particularly encouraged.
· Community activities and services. 
· Environmental, green initiatives and public open space projects. 
· Sports, recreation and play. 
 
Small grants between £500 and £5,000
Main grants between £5,001 and £75,000 (20% match funding / in-kind requirement)
Visit the Hornsea 3 Community Fund webpage
	

	D C Moncrieff Charitable Trust     #Suffolk
Who can apply?   Registered Charities
Small grant awarding philanthropy trust whose trustees have discretion to support a range of requests from local Registered Charities in Norfolk and Suffolk.
Projects: Revenue and Capital
Grants: £1,000 - £3,000.
Charity Commission Record
	

	BIFFA Award - Landfill for Communities (Capital Grants)      #Ipswich (mainly central / west)
Who can apply?  Not for Profit organisations, Churches (for wider community use)
Grants are available for not-for-profit organisations to provide and improve community buildings that are located within the vicinity of a Biffa Operation or Biffa Landfill site in order to ‘act as mechanisms’ for community involvement.
The Biffa Award Community Buildings theme aims to improve buildings at the heart of their communities, such as village halls, community centres and church halls, which are within five miles of a significant Biffa Operation or within 10 miles if an active Biffa Landfill site with the aim of encouraging and enhancing community involvement.  
Total project costs or its phases must not exceed £200,000 including VAT. Standalone elements of a wider project costing less than £200,000 are also excluded. A Third-Party Contributor should be identified to fund 10% of the application value.
Capital Grants: between £10,000 and £75,000. 
Capital grants only.
Use the Post Code Search for location eligibility.
Visit the Biffa Award web-portal
Guidance notes

	

	Suez Communities Fund - Landfill for Communities (Capital Grants)    #Ipswich West / Great Blakenham
Registered Charities, Community Groups / Associations, Sports Clubs (note exclusion criteria regarding membership restrictions); Parish Community Councils / Town Councils; Local Authorities; Social Enterprises and Community Interest Companies operating on a non-profit-distributing basis (3 unrelated directors).
The SUEZ Communities Fund provides capital grants of up to £50,000 to not-for-profit organisations in England. “Smaller Projects” – applications up to £20,000. The total project cost must be less than £40,000.
Grants are available for community projects delivering capital improvements to public amenities. Examples may include:
Village hall improvements, Nature reserves and conservation, Village greens, Community centres, Public playgrounds, Cycle paths, Sports fields and facilities, Country parks
Historic buildings, structures or sites (improvements to places of religious worship will only be considered if Grade I designated. Projects to improve other historic buildings, structures or sites must be Grade I, II or II* or have another significant heritage designation i.e. Scheduled Ancient Monument)
To be eligible for a SUEZ Communities Fund grant in England, your project must be located within one of our active funding zones. A funding zone is the area surrounding a qualifying site owned by our donor, SUEZ recycling and recovery UK. 
Please check the Postcode Checker, to confirm your eligibility, before you apply.
https://grantscape.org.uk/fund/suez-communities-fund-england/ 
Previous grants awarded list

	



	National Grant Awarding Trusts / Foundations or National Lottery 

	National Lottery Community Fund: Awards for All 
Who can apply?  Who can apply?  Registered Charities (CIO), Not for profit organisations, schools (as long as your project benefits and involves the communities around the school), Parish/Town Councils and Statutory bodies.
Our priorities: We can fund projects that’ll do at least one of these things:
· bring people together to build strong relationships in and across communities
· improve the places and spaces that matter to communities
· help more people to reach their potential, by supporting them at the earliest possible stage
· support people, communities and organisations facing more demands and challenges because of the cost-of-living crisis.
Revenue / Capital grants
Grants: £300 to £20,000
Visit the main National Lottery Awards for All portal
	

	National Lottery Community Fund: Reaching Communities
Who can apply?  Registered Charities (CIO), Not for profit organisations, schools (as long as your project benefits and involves the communities around the school), Parish/Town Councils and Statutory bodies.
From April 2025.
Our priorities are to fund projects that:
· Support places, people or communities experiencing poverty, disadvantage or discrimination
and
· support people and communities to shape the decisions that affect their lives.
And your project must achieve one of our missions. Which are to support communities to:
· Come together, through inclusive places, spaces and activities (either physical or virtual). Especially for communities where people are least able to come together.
· Help children and young people thrive, by developing positive social and emotional skills.
· Be healthier, by addressing health inequalities. And helping prevent poor health.
· Be environmentally sustainable. By engaging with climate issues and having a positive environmental impact. And improving access to quality natural spaces.
You can apply for costs to deliver activities, or to develop land or buildings. You can also apply to develop your organisation or keep your organisation running. 
Revenue / Capital grants
Grants: £20,001-£500,000 (Revenue serviced based projects can be spread up to five-year period).
Visit the National Lottery Reaching Communities portal
	

	Garfield Weston Foundation 
 
Who can apply?  Registered Charities, Churches, Exempt orgs (Housing Associations/ Scout / Guides)

The Foundation awards grants for Capital, Project and Revenue costs. Where they already have a funding history with a charity, the Trustees may consider a multi-year request for up to three years, provided you can demonstrate that a longer-term commitment will add value to your organisation’s objectives.

There are no deadlines for applications under £100,000. Grants above this level are reviewed at one of 8 board meetings a year.

Normally, capital grants are no more than 10% of a total project cost. However, for local community projects (e.g. village halls, community centres, places of worship, etc.), grants are unlikely to be over £30,000 regardless of the project size. If your organisation wants to apply for £100,000 or over, they expect your annual income or project to be over £1 million.

Revenue and Capital grants.

Grants: £2,000 to £30,000. 

Visit the Garfield Weston Foundation website  

	

	Bernard Sunley Foundation
Who can apply?  Registered Charities or CIOs, Churches, Exempt organisations, Specialist Schools, Scout and Guide groups, Housing Associations, Cooperatives, and Community Benefit Societies annual income below £10 million.
The Foundation offers three levels of grants. These are large grants of £25,000 and above; medium grants of up to £20,000 and small grants of £5,000 and under. Grants can be used for:

· Capital projects (costed at £10,000 - £5 million) which include new buildings, extensions, refurbishments and recreational spaces.
· New minibuses and other vehicles that provide a vital service to those most in need in their local community.

Applications are accepted all year round.

What We Fund - Bernard Sunley Foundation

	

	The Morrisons Foundation
Who can apply?  Registered Charities (preference annual income of less than £1m, but larger charities may apply.
The foundation supports registered charities making a positive difference in local communities and have the following funding objective: 
1. Tackling poverty and social deprivation; 
2. Enhancing community spaces, facilities and services; 
3. Improving health and wellbeing.

Before submitting an application, please read their Grant Funding Policy in full. To download a guidance PDF document containing the list of questions included in the Morrisons Foundation online grant application form, please click here.
Grants: up to £10,000. 
Capital / Equipment or Project focused Activity Revenue grants only.

Note: 1st June 2026 the online application portal is being redeveloped so will be unavailable for a short while.

Apply via The Morrison’s Foundation Grants Portal 
	

	The Forte Charitable Foundation : Small Grants – Community Support                                                           Previously titled The Trusthouse Charitable Foundation
Registered Charities or Social Enterprises with an annual income under £250,000     (Not Community Interest Companies (CICs))

Grants are available to support small and medium sized Charitable and Not-for-profit organisations based in and carrying out work to improve the lives of people in areas of extreme urban deprivation or deprived rural districts in the UK. 
The amount requested must not be for more than 50% of the total cost of the project.
This could include the following types of activities:
· Community services 
· Community centres – salary or running costs for community centres or village halls which offer a range of activities for all ages
· Alternative education 
· Training, mentoring, employment and volunteering opportunities
· Youth – youth clubs and detached youth work
· Counselling 
· Family support services 
· Substance misuse – recovery projects

Eligible areas:
· Urban locations (with a population of more than 10,000 people) in England, Scotland and Wales - applicant organisations' postcodes must be ranked within the most deprived 15% of the Index of Multiple Deprivation.
· Rural locations (with a population of fewer than 10,000 inhabitants in a village/town) in England, Scotland and Wales - applicant organisations' postcodes must be ranked within the most deprived 50% of the Index of Multiple Deprivation.
Grants: between £2,000 to £10,000 for one year.
Revenue: Core costs, salaries, running and projects costs.  (Capital projects are ineligible).
The guidelines, frequently asked questions and the eligibility quiz can be found on the Forte Charitable Foundation website. The online application forms are available once applicants have completed the eligibility quiz. Guidance doc
There are no deadlines. Small Grants will usually receive a final decision within eight weeks of receipt of application.
Visit The Forte Charitable Foundation – Small Grants webpage
	

	The Screwfix Foundation
Who can apply?  Registered Charities and Not-for-Profit organisations
The Screwfix Foundation awards small grants for projects that will fix, repair, maintain and improve the properties and community facilities of those in need by reason of financial hardship, sickness, disability, distress or another disadvantage such as repairing buildings and improving facilities in deprived areas, to decorating the homes of people living with sickness and disabilities.
Grants of up to £5,000.
Capital
There are four application review panels each year.
Visit the Screwfix Foundation webpage
Guidance document
	

	Asda Foundation 
Who can apply?  Registered Charities and Not-for-Profit organisations
The charities foundation arm of Asda supermarkets has created a series of changeable grants programmes to support communities.  These have been revenue and capital focused, such as community spaces, community gardens, youth engagement or welfare support. 
Follow on social media – Facebook
Grant programmes on promoted via the Suffolk VCFSE Grant Alert Service too. 
Visit the Asda Foundation website
	

	The B&Q Foundation
Who can apply?  Registered Charities 
The B&Q Foundation Home Improvement Grants 2026 will be distributing grants to charities for those most in need, such as those experiencing homelessness, financial hardship, poor health, disability, or other disadvantage or distress.  These grants can support maintenance, repair or improvements to housing or community outdoor spaces.
Previous projects included redecorating properties, installing new boilers, and developing activity rooms and creating community gardens.  
The next series of applications rounds are: 
20th July 2026 – 14th August 2026
19th October 2026 – 13th November 2026
Applications are via the Neighbourly Grants web-portal
	



	National Loan Finance

	Big Energy Saving Loans – Big Issue Invest   #loan #grants #blended-finance
Big Issue Invest is offering loan finance between £20,000 to £200,000 to social enterprises and charities in England, for energy efficiency and renewable energy installation.
This lending programme is aimed at enabling social enterprises and charities to access loan funding to help save money on energy during the unprecedented cost of living crisis. Investment can be used for a variety of projects, including:
· Insulation
· Buying and installing renewable energy equipment
· Heat exchangers and heat pumps
· LED light installations
· Replacing old gas fired boiler systems with new efficient ones
· Property improvements, such as extra single glazing on existing windows, double glazing improvements, systematic draught improvements
· Energy efficiency survey and technical assistance costs
The loans can be structured to your individual needs.  They can be unsecured which means they will not require you to put any personal guarantees in place, or interfere with other financing arrangements that require security.
Big Energy Saving Loans - The Big Issue

	

	Social Investment Business: Energy Resilience Fund      #loan #grants #blended-finance

The Energy Resilience Fund provides a blended funding package of loan (60%) and grant (40%) to bolster the energy resilience of eligible charities and social enterprises in England.   
Investments can be for many different reasons, for example reduced carbon emissions, energy cost savings, upgrading energy efficiency ratings to meet future regulations, increased use or comfort of buildings, replacing older vehicles and equipment with modern energy efficient versions.
Grant Value: £25k - £250k (40% grant).
Energy Resilience Fund - Social Investment Business
	

	Social Investment Business: Community Builders Fund    #loan #finance
The Community Builders Fund provides access to loans of between £100k to £1.5m to Charities and Social Enterprises who are tackling key societal challenges and nature and environmental work, to help grow their organisation, invest in assets and adapt to changing needs.
This could be for many different reasons, for example reduced carbon emissions, energy cost savings, upgrading energy efficiency ratings to meet future regulations, increased use or comfort of buildings, replacing older vehicles and equipment with modern energy efficient versions.
Grant Value: £100k - £1.5m
Community Builders Fund | Funding | Social Investment Business
	





Funding Plan document example

	Project Name and Organisation:

	Costs 
	
	
	

	Description of item
	Cost per item
	Cost inclusive of VAT
	

	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	

	TOTAL
	 
	£0
	

	
	
	£0
	

	
	
	
	

	Project Funding Plan
	£0
	
	

	Organisation
	Grant value requested
	Grant value confirmed
	Secure? Y / N

	Parish Council : Own funds
	£30,000
	£30,000
	y - committee agreed date

	NL Community Fund - Awards for All
	£9,160
	£9,160
	y - awarded date

	Suffolk County Councillor Locality Grants
	 
	 
	y

	Adnams Community Fund
	 
	 
	Applied

	GoFundMe fundraising campaign
	£5,000
	£1,300
	as at 15 Dec 22

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL (inclusive of VAT)
	 
	£40,460
	 

	Shortfall
	
	-£40,460
	

	
	
	
	

	Funding secured
	
	
	

	Applied - awaiting decision
	
	
	

	Funder identified - application / letter being drafted
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