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County Council

Motion: Motion B — Proposed by Councillor Penny Otton and seconded by Councillor Elfrede
Brambley-Crawshaw

‘This Council strongly believes that all families deserve and require support during pregnancy and
following the arrival of a child. It is mandatory for local authorities to deliver five family checks:
antenatal, new baby, 6-8 weeks, 1 year, 2-2.5 years. Health Visitors are best placed to provide this
support: the House of Commons Health and Social Care Committee recommends that “all checks
should be carried out by a health visitor”.

This Council is concerned that the redesign of the 0-19 Healthy Child Service, including the loss of
41.5 (fte) Health Visitors and the decision to make Community Staff Nurses responsible for two of
the five mandated checks, will have a severe negative impact on the health and wellbeing of
children and families in Suffolk.

Therefore this Council agrees that:

1. All five mandated checks (antenatal, new baby, 6-8 weeks, 1 year, 2-2.5 years) should be carried
out by a dedicated Health Visitor rather than Community Staff Nurses. Wherever possible,

the same Health Visitor should carry out all five checks to ensure that a relationship of trust is built
with the family.

2. A central call centre for families is inappropriate, and families should be able to contact their local
area teams as was previously the case.

3. Community Staff Nurses should not be expected to run clinics without Health Visitors present.
4. Additional Health Visitors will need to be recruited, over and above the current vacancies, to
ensure that the necessary extra workload identified in this motion is manageable.’
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