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County Council

Motion: Amended motion 3: Proposed by Councillor Kim Clements and seconded by Councillor
Helen Armitage.

This council strongly endorses ‘The Smallest Things’ campaign which supports premature babies
and their families. Giving birth is supposed to be one of the happiest times of your life, but for those
parents of premature babies it can be the most difficult and challenging they will ever experience.

To show our backing for this incredible campaign and to demonstrate our commitment to our
employees, this council pledges to give our staff an extra week’s maternity or paternity leave on full
pay for every week their baby is born prematurely in order to ensure that they can be with their child.

As a caring employer, we believe that working parents deserve support at work, and those who have
premature babies should expect nothing less than total backing from their employers at what can be
an exceptionally difficult and worrying time.

Accordingly, this council undertakes to extend maternity and paternity leave for parents of babies
born prematurely (before 37 weeks gestation) by the number of days a baby was born prior to their
due date but recognises that the correct process for changing staff terms and conditions is through
the council’s HR and discussions with employees including the Staff Partnership Board.
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