
Motion:  Motion 1 Concessionary bus passes 
Proposed by Councillor Caroline Page and seconded by Councillor John Field.
Amended by Councillor Guy McGregor and seconded by Councillor Tony Goldson
“Concessionary bus passes are now not valid before 9:30 on weekdays.  This causes 
passenger demand to stretch or exceed capacity at that time but leaves earlier services 
underutilised.  It delays travel to popular shopping destinations making social contact, 
refreshments and shopping difficult to accomplish before a return home for lunch is necessary.  
Social contact, exercise and economic activity for the 60+ age group is unnecessarily 
restricted.  It also inhibits free travel to hospital and GP appointments.

For those who hold concessionary bus passes for reasons of disability, including learning 
disability, the restriction before 9:30 prevents the use of the bus to reach training 
establishments and associated learning.  Disabled people are prevented from learning to get 
about independently, cannot build the confidence that independent travel brings or develop 
the habits involved in work.

This Council therefore resolves to;

Refer this item back to Cabinet,

i) to consider that those pass holders eligible due to age, shall be able to travel using their
passes from 9 o'clock throughout the week,
ii) to consider all time limitations on buses for those pass holders eligible due to
disability, and
iii) to inform the responsible Minister of the Department of Transport, that the projected
shortfall of income from central Government for the conessionary scheme is £1m and to
urge him to ensure that any shortfall is met by central Government."
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