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About this
brochure

Thank you for your interest in our public 
consultation on the proposed A12 Major 
Road Network Improvements.

This consultation marks a key milestone 
as we share our updated proposals 
following feedback at our previous 
consultation in 2021.

This brochure contains an overview of 
the scheme, its key benefits, details on 
specific junction proposals, anticipated 
impacts, and information on how to  
get involved.

Please take the time to share your 
insights and any concerns you may have 
about the proposals. All feedback will 
be carefully considered as we refine our 
proposals and designs.

This consultation runs from Wednesday 
18 September until end of Tuesday 
29 October 2024. Please ensure your 
feedback is submitted by this point as 
responses received after this point may 
not be considered.

Information on how to respond can be 
found on page 24 of this brochure.
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Background to
the scheme

The A12 is a key route in East Suffolk, linking Ipswich 
and Lowestoft. As part of Suffolk’s Major Road 
Network (MRN), it provides an important connection for 
local communities, visitors, access to the Energy Coast 
and, ultimately, our local economy.

The scheme is designed to upgrade essential 
roundabouts on the A12 east of Ipswich, from the 
A14 at Seven Hills, to the A1152 at Woods Lane. It 
would also introduce a new dual carriageway section, 
replacing the current single carriageway at Seckford 
Hall between the B1438 and B1079, enhance bus links 
and improve local walking and cycling connections.

As well as reducing congestion and helping to make 
the A12 safer for everyone, the proposals are intended 
to support local economic growth by improving 
connectivity across the area.

Supporting growth across Suffolk

At Suffolk County Council, we’re dedicated to 
enhancing local infrastructure and aiding sustainable 
economic recovery and growth. Transport has a vital 
role to play in this. Maintaining and enhancing our 
transport system, improving its reliability, and reducing 
congestion are crucial for supporting economic 
development, and providing smoother, safer journeys.

Our recent success in securing government funding for 
improvements to the A12 highlights this commitment. 
By addressing critical bottlenecks and improving 
transport links, we’re working to benefit local 
communities, making travel between Ipswich and 
Lowestoft quicker, safer and easier, and support major 
infrastructure projects like Sizewell C that will underpin 
future growth across the county.

Increasing capacity
Frequent queuing and congestion are common 
occurrences at many of the junctions on this 
stretch of the A12, particularly at peak times. 
These issues are only expected to worsen over 
the next 20 years, as the area continues to grow.

The scheme would provide extra capacity at 
seven roundabout junctions where congestion 
currently exists or is forecast to become a 
problem in the future. These proposals aim to 
reduce congestion, delays and manage traffic 
flow on the A12.

Barriers to crossing the A12 on 
foot or by bicycle
The A12 can be difficult to cross for people 
walking and cycling, with limited safe crossing 
points across the busy road. 

Our proposals would improve the crossing 
points in the local area. The existing 
Martlesham footbridge would also be widened 
to help make it more accessible for people 
walking, wheeling and cycling. 

Why the improvements
are needed

The story so far:

2020: A12 East of Ipswich 
improvement and A12 
Woodbridge improvement 
schemes combined to create 
the A12 Major Road Network 
Improvement Scheme.

Feb – March 2021:  We 
held a public consultation 
to develop designs and an 
Outline Business Case. 743 
responses were received as 
part of the consultation.

Dec 2021: Outline Business 
Case submitted to 
Department for Transport 
(DfT).

Autumn 2023: Major Road 
Network Programme Entry by 
the Department of Transport.

Autumn 2024: We are now 
holding a further public 
consultation on the latest 
proposals, before submitting 
a planning application to 
continue the development of 
the scheme later this year.

Encouraging walking, wheeling 
and cycling
We want to improve walking, wheeling and 
cycling facilities in the area and provide a viable 
alternative to single occupancy private car 
trips, particularly for shorter journeys.

We are proposing new shared use footways 
and cycleways across Martlesham 
and Woodbridge, as well as proposing 
improvements to walking and cycling at the 
Martlesham Heath Retail Park.

Public transport improvements
Our proposals include infrastructure 
improvements to make local bus journeys 
quicker, more convenient and more reliable. 
They also include a proposed mobility hub in 
Martlesham with bus stops, cycle parking  
and more.

Improve the capacity of the Major Road Network and improve the resilience of 
the local road network, improving journey times and reliability on the A12 and 
reduce congestion, queuing, and delays at junctions.

Support delivery of planned housing growth, local economic growth, and the 
creation of jobs, improve connectivity to the region’s ports and support the 
visitor economy.

Deliver improvements for all modes of transport including bus users and 
accessibility for pedestrians and cyclists to support and encourage walking  
and cycling.

The objectives of the A12 MRN Improvement Scheme are to:
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Scheme overview
Feedback from our previous 
consultation
We previously consulted on the scheme in 
2021, where we received over 700 responses. 
Respondents were supportive of improvements 
to the Woodbridge section but had concerns 
around the loss of mature vegetation on the 
Seckford Hall dual carriageway section.

Positive feedback was received around 
the walking and cycling proposals along 
the entire route. Views were mixed around 
the proposals on the Martlesham section. 
There were also concerns around traffic and 
congestion impacts of signalised roundabout 
junctions along the route. The feedback 
from respondents has been taken into 
consideration and reflected within the updated 
scheme design.

The proposals
The proposals extend along the A12 from the 
junction with the A14 at Seven Hills to the 
A1152 Woods Lane junction. The proposals 
include:

Improvements to seven junctions on the A12:

A12/A14 Seven Hills junction

A12/Barrack Square junction

A12/Anson Road junction

A12/A1214 Main Road junction

A12/B1438 Ipswich Road junction

A12/B1079 Grundisburgh Road junction

A12/A1152 Woods Lane junction

The approved Brightwell Lakes Development 
has already committed to providing traffic 
signals at the Seven Hills, Barrack Square 
and Anson Road junctions as part of their 
proposals. Additionally, Foxhall Road, 
which was previously consulted on in 
2021, is now being delivered as part of this 

same development. The A12 MRN design 
incorporates these proposals in addition to 
other junctions in the scheme to accommodate 
future growth. We would be introducing traffic 
lights at some junctions using dynamic traffic 
controls to help smooth the flow of vehicles 
and better manage congestion.

We are not proposing specific operational 
times for the traffic signals as part of this 
consultation, as more technical work is needed 
in order to determine the most effective 
arrangements. The decision on whether the 
signals function on a full-time or part-time 
basis would be made at a later date once 
all technical work has been completed. For 
the purposes of this consultation, we are 
presenting traffic data from the busiest times of 
day when the signals would be switched on.

Upgrading single carriageway to dual 
carriageway:

Dualling the section between the B1438 and 
B1079 to provide two lanes in both directions, 
reducing congestion and improving journey 
times. We listened to concerns raised during the 
previous consultation about the mature tree line 
on this section and have committed to reducing 
tree loss by creating a new carriageway on the 
western side of the tree line.

Pedestrian and cycle improvements:

Creating new and upgraded footways and 
cycleways, including a 3-metre-wide shared 
path along the western verge of the new dual 
carriageway section, improved crossings and 
enhanced lighting in underpasses. Upgrading 
the existing Martlesham footbridge will also 
improve conditions for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

Public transport enhancements: 

A dedicated bus-link and new bus stops to 
improve bus journey times and access as well 
as a new mobility hub proposed in Martlesham.
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The following pages share the junction proposals and dual carriageway section in more detail, 
starting from the south of the scheme at the A14 and moving north to Woodbridge.

These maps are a diagrammatic interpretation of plans as of September 2024. They are not 
to scale. Existing facilities, including footways and crossings, to be retained unless otherwise 
indicated. 

A12/A14 Seven Hills junction

The map below shows our proposals at the A12/A14 Seven Hills junction. 

The improvements include new traffic signals, additional lanes, and segregated left-turn lanes 
to enable smoother, free-flowing traffic movements between the A14 (west) and A12, as well as 
the A14 (east) and A1156 Felixstowe Road. These upgrades are designed to increase capacity, 
reduce congestion, and shorten journey times.
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A12/Barrack Square junction

The map below shows the A12 Barrack Square Junction. 

The junction improvements will feature full signalisation of the A12 roundabout, with the widening 
of all approach arms to provide additional traffic lanes to improve junction capacity. A new mini-
roundabout will also be introduced at the Barrack Square/Gloster Road junction, complementing 
the A12 improvements and further enhancing traffic efficiency in the area. A number of trees will 
be lost in this area to accommodate the A12 widening. These will be mitigated through new tree 
planting along the route and we are working to minimise the number of trees that will be lost.

The Martlesham footbridge will be replaced with a wider footbridge with more accessible 
approach ramps
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A12/Anson Road junction

The map below shows the proposal for the Anson Road junction and the improvements to the 
retail park junction on Anson Road.

There would be improvements to the roundabout including signalisation. Improvements also 
include increasing the number of approach lanes to improve capacity, and a new parallel crossing 
on Eagle Way. The adjacent retail park roundabout will be reconfigured with enhanced walking 
and cycling facilities, including new parallel crossings on all arms with dedicated road markings 
for cyclists. 

We are making it easier to walk and cycle around the retail park area by improving shared-use 
paths and adding new crossings.

A12/A1214 Main Road junction

The map below shows the Main Road junction.

The improvements include widening Main Road (from the west) and upgrading the signals at the 
A12/Main Road junction to provide dynamic traffic signals to improve traffic flow. A new bus-
only priority link will connect the A12 to Portal Avenue, helping to reduce bus journey times. The 
signal-controlled crossing on Main Road will also be upgraded, alongside enhancements to the 
footway and cycleway on Portal Avenue. A number of trees will be lost to accommodate the Main 
Road widening and new bus link road, which will be mitigated through new tree planting along 
the route. We are working to minimise the number of trees that will be lost in this area.

GENERAL ARRANGEMENT
MAIN ROAD JUNCTION WITH PORTAL AVENUE

A12 MRN IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

N/A

70120294

70120294-WSP-HGN-MR-DR-CH-001

SHEET 01 OF 01

S0 - WORK IN PROGRESS

CLIENT

WSP Project Number: 70120294

DRAWING TITLE

PROJECT TITLE

WSP UK Ltdc

APPROVED:

DRAWING No:

SCALE @ A1:

DESIGNED:

CHECKED:

DATE:

REV:

DRAWN:PROJECT NO:

DRAWING STATUS

BUSLANE

BUSLANE

BUS
ONLY

BUSSTOP

PORTAL AVE
MAIN RD

MAIN RD

A12

A12

Police 
Headquarters Bus only

Martlesham 
Park & 
Ride

Plymouth Brethren Church

Existing uncontrolled 
crossing to be replaced by 
a new toucan crossing

Carriageway widening 
to accommodate new 
junction layout

New uncontrolled crossing

Signalised priority bus link

Opening in 
central reserve 
to allow bus 
movement 
from Portal 
Avenue to A12 
southbound

Walking and cycling improvement 
proposals continue further east. 
Please refer to the ‘Additional 
Walking and Cycling Improvements’ 
map for further information 

Revised junction layout with 
new link between Portal Avenue 
and Main Road, including 
improved crossing facilities for 
people walking and cycling 

Improved shared-use path

Key
Footway
Shared-use path
Bus-only link road
Uncontrolled crossing
Grass verge/island
Carriageway
Island
Traffic Light

8

Suffolk County Council Licence No. AC0000849963

Suffolk County Council Licence No. AC0000849963



A12/B1438 Ipswich Road junction

The map below shows the improvements at the B1438 Ipswich Road junction.  

The improvements include widening the roundabout approaches to add additional traffic lanes, 
increasing junction capacity and reducing delays. The existing footways will also be upgraded. 
There would be improvements to the approach lanes of the roundabout, as well as enhanced 
footways connecting to existing uncontrolled crossings.

NPNO
109

GENERAL ARRANGEMENT
A12/B1438 IPSWICH ROAD ROUNDABOUT

A12 MRN IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

N/A

70120294

70120294-WSP-HGN-SR-DR-CH-001

SHEET 01 OF 01

S0 - WORK IN PROGRESS

CLIENT

WSP Project Number: 70120294

DRAWING TITLE

PROJECT TITLE

WSP UK Ltdc

APPROVED:

DRAWING No:

SCALE @ A1:

DESIGNED:

CHECKED:

DATE:

REV:

DRAWN:PROJECT NO:

DRAWING STATUS

IPSWICH RD

A12

A1
2

Woodbridge Town 
Football Club

Key
Footway
Uncontrolled crossing
Grass verge/island
Carriageway

Southbound carriageway 
widening to provide three 
lanes and to improve capacity

Westbound carriageway 
widening to improve capacity

Improved existing footway

New dual 
carriageway  
section

The improvements include 
a new section of dual 
carriageway between 
Seckford Hall Road and 
Grundisburgh Roundabout, 
along with a new shared-
use path on the west side 
of the road. 

A new ‘green’ central 
reservation will be created 
to preserve the existing 
mature tree line along 
the western side of the 
A12. Where trees cannot 
be retained, this will be 
mitigated through new tree 
planting on the west side of 
the dual carriageway. The 
design ensures the existing 
tree line on the eastern 
side is retained, which 
provides screening for local 
residents. 

Image of the proposed dual 
carriageway section showing 
the retained tree line

MPMP

WSP UK Ltdc

TURNLEFT

NO
ENTRY

A
12

SECKFORD HALL RD

SECKFORD HALL RD

BULLARD’S LN

A12

Seckford Hall 
Hotel and Spa

Seckford Golf 
Course

Kyson Primary 
School

Woodbridge 
Town Football 

Club

Dobbies 
Garden 
Centre

Key
Footway
Shared-use path
Uncontrolled crossing
Grass verge/island
Carriageway
Island
Attenuation pond New layby

New dual carriageway

New shared-use path 

Existing uncontrolled 
crossing 

Existing vegetation screening 
along the east side retained

Central reserve with 
existing trees retained

Suffolk County Council Licence No. AC0000849963

Suffolk County Council Licence No. AC0000849963



NO

A12/B1079 Grundisburgh Road junction

The map below shows the A12 Grundisburgh Road Junction.

The improvements include signalising the A12/B1079 roundabout with integrated pedestrian 
and cycle crossing facilities. New toucan crossings will be provided on the southern arms of the 
roundabout to allow people to cross the A12, and a new toucan crossing would be provided on 
Grundisburgh Road. Bilney Road will be closed to vehicular traffic but will remain accessible for 
walking and cycling. The ‘Active Travel Woodbridge’ project team are proposing a temporary 
modal filter at this same location which may be operational before the A12 scheme is in place. 

A12/A1152 Woods Lane junction

The map below shows the A12 Woods Lane junction.

The improvements at the A12/A1152 Woods Lane junction include additional lanes on the 
roundabout approaches to increase capacity. Footways would be renewed, a new shared-
use path created, and two uncontrolled crossings would be relocated to improve safety and 
convenience for walking and cycling. Some trees will be lost to accommodate the A12 widening. 
This will be mitigated through new tree planting along the route and we are working to minimise 
the number of trees that will be lost in this area.

Image of the proposed Bilney Road closure
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In addition to the walking and cycling proposals at each junction along the route and the 
upgraded pedestrian and cycle bridge at Martlesham, we are also considering other changes to 
improve walking and cycling in the area surrounding the scheme. This includes improvements to 
National Cycle Network 1 route. 

These proposals have been designed in accordance with LTN1/20 Cycle Infrastructure Design 
guidance and in consultation with Active Travel Woodbridge.

The map overleaf shows the location of the wider walking and cycling proposals:

Gloster Road, Martlesham
New off-carriageway dedicated cycle lanes would be provided on either side of Gloster Road. A 
new toucan crossing at the southern end of Gloster Road would also help to improve access to 
Martlesham Heath Business Park and the widened Martlesham footbridge.

Main Road, Martlesham
New shared-use paths would be provided on either side of Main Road with four new parallel 
crossings along Main Road. Parallel crossings are similar to zebra crossings, but with dedicated, 
separate space for people walking and cycling.

Sandy Lane ‘Quiet Lane’
A proposed ‘modal filter’ would be introduced near the railway bridge on Sandy Lane. This would 
restrict access for motorised vehicles, while maintaining access for pedestrians and cyclists, to 
discourage ‘rat-running’ and create a safer walking and cycling route. All properties either side of 
the filter would remain accessible to vehicular traffic from one end of Sandy Lane.

Martlesham bridge
The existing Martlesham bridge would be replaced with new four-metre-wide bridge to 
accommodate walking and cycling improvements. The approach ramps would be improved  
for accessibility.
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We are also proposing improvements to public transport in the area. These improvements are 
summarised in the table below:

LOCATION PROPOSED 
IMPROVEMENT WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU

Eagle Way Bus stops: New bus stops 
are proposed on Eagle Way 
in Martlesham Heath.

• Improve access to buses in the Martlesham 
Heath area

Portal Avenue Bus link: Creation of a 
dedicated two-way bus link 
by extending Portal Avenue 
to the A12, just north of the 
A12 / Anson Road junction. 
This would include a new 
dedicated junction for buses 
to access the A12.

• Allow bus services to avoid delays at 
existing junctions.

• Improve bus journey times. Modelling 
data shows that bus journey times will be 
reduced on average by 1 minute 9 seconds 
on the 66 and 66a bus routes (2027 average 
peak time journey improvement), which will 
use the proposed bus link on Portal Avenue.

• Improve bus access to Adastral Park, the 
Tesco supermarket, and retail areas.

Public transport proposals

Walking and cycling proposals Map of the additional walking and cycling proposals



As part of our commitment to 
sustainable development we are 
proposing the introduction of a 
mobility hub as part of the A12 MRN 
Scheme, east of Gloster Road in 
Martlesham. We are looking at the 
potential options for this site, and 
it may be possible that only some 
elements would be delivered as part 
of the scheme, such as the access 
road and bus stops, with further 
development at a later date.

What is a mobility hub?
Mobility hubs are designed to 
integrate different modes of transport, 
making travel more convenient, 
efficient, and sustainable. By bringing 
together different transport modes 
and amenities in one location, mobility 
hubs aim to streamline the commuter 
experience, reduce reliance on private 
cars, and promote eco-friendly travel 
options. The indicative map opposite 
shows where the proposed mobility 
hub could be located.

What could be located at the mobility hub?

Convenient bus services – two bus stops with a comfortable waiting area and canopy to 
protect passengers from the elements.

Secure cycling parking – safe cycle storage for both short and long-term use.

Efficient logistics hub – including a small consolidation centre, e-cargo bikes for local 
deliveries, parcel lockers, and e-cargo bikes for hire.

Providing for greener transport – designated spaces for e-car clubs, e-scooters and e-bike 
docking areas to encourage more sustainable travel.

There is also the opportunity for future modern amenities and retail space: such as an 
indoor waiting area equipped with toilets, changing rooms and showers as well as café or retail 
space.

The mobility hub would be designed to ensure an easy and sustainable travel experience.

1

2

4

3

5

The mobility hub
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We are continuing to gather environmental information to enable us to identify the potential 
impacts of the scheme and develop measures to avoid or reduce them.

Our Scoping Document sets out our preliminary findings from our environmental assessment 
of the scheme. The purpose of the scoping exercise is to determine what the significant 
environmental effects are likely to be and exclude those environmental issues that will not 
be affected by the proposals. The preliminary findings detailed in the Scoping Document are 
summarised below to help you understand the potential likely significant environmental effects of 
our proposals and the possible measures we could take to mitigate them.

These preliminary findings will be developed further in the Environmental Statement that will be 
submitted in support of our planning application for the scheme, informed by survey work and the 
ongoing Environmental Impact Assessment process.

Environmental context

Significant effects during the 
construction stage

Significant effects during the 
operational stage

Air quality • Temporary increases in levels of 
deposited dust and surface soiling 
which would be mitigated through the 
application of appropriate measures 
contained within the Project’s 
Construction Environmental Management 
Plan (CEMP). With this in place, no 
significant effect would be likely.

• The duration of the construction phase 
is anticipated to be less than two 
years therefore no significant effect is 
anticipated due to construction vehicle 
movements.

• The proposed scheme has the 
potential to change traffic flows 
leading to both beneficial and 
adverse long-term impacts at 
sensitive (human and ecological) 
receptors. The magnitude of 
change is not expected to be 
sufficiently great as to result in 
significant air quality effects.
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Significant effects during the construction 
stage

Significant effects during the 
operational stage

Landscape 
and visual

• Likely temporary adverse effects to the 
character and visual amenity arising from 
construction activities including the removal 
of trees / vegetation. This would be most 
noticeable in the following parts of the 
scheme due to the nature of the works in 
those locations:

• A12 / A1152 Woods Lane junction – 
reconfiguration of lanes requiring road 
widening into existing grass verges. Also, 
improvements and extension to a shared 
use path that requires removal of existing 
roadside trees and vegetation between A12 
and Cale Road / Adams Close.

• A12 / B1079 Grundisburgh Road junction 
– provision of a new shared use path and 
maintenance bay that would require the 
removal of vegetation on the boundary 
between A12 and Bilney Road.

• Dualling of the A12 at Woodbridge – widening 
this section of the A12 to provide a full dual 
carriageway and new shared path that will 
require encroachment into the adjacent land 
and removal of existing roadside vegetation and 
some trees, although a number of mature trees 
will be retained within the central reservation.

• Portal Avenue – creation of two-way bus link. 
Improvements to the junction with the A1214 
Main Road will require the removal of existing 
boundary trees and vegetation. Upgrading 
of the current shared use path to a vehicular 
road and its connection to the A12 will require 
removal of a number of existing trees.

• Martlesham Footbridge replacement – 
replacement of the existing bridge may require 
the loss of some roadside trees and vegetation 
either side of the A12 and along the approach 
path to the bridge from Eagle Way.

• A12 / Barrack Square junction – reconfiguration 
of lanes and road widening would require the 
removal of some individual trees. Creation of 
a new mini-roundabout at the Barrack Square 
/ Gloster Road junction that would widen the 
road into existing grass verges.

• Mobility Hub – demolition of existing buildings 
/ structures and construction of the proposed 
Mobility Hub.

• Once complete the majority of 
the proposals will be contained 
within the existing carriageway 
and have little influence over 
the character or visual amenity 
of the area. In most cases the 
proposals would be experienced 
as part of the existing road 
network and associated 
infrastructure and within an 
urban context. Adverse effects 
are likely to arise from the 
following parts of the scheme 
although through inclusion of 
mitigation measures are not 
considered to be significant:

• A12 / A1152 Woods Lane 
junction – loss of existing 
roadside trees and vegetation 
could make traffic more 
noticeable from Cale Road 
/ Adams Close. This could 
be mitigated with additional 
tree planting on the boundary 
although may require planting 
on land outside of the red line 
boundary.

• Dualling of A12 at Woodbridge 
– Expansion of the road 
and therefore the edge of 
Woodbridge into the landscape 
setting. Proposed roadside 
planting would form and define 
a new settlement boundary. A 
number of mature trees will be 
retained as an attractive feature 
within a new central reservation.

• Portal Avenue – presence of a 
new section of road linking to 
the A12 where tree removal will 
be mitigated by new planting.

• Mobility Hub – the Mobility Hub 
would be a noticeable new 
feature that is likely to be an 
improvement over the existing 
development in that location and 
would not appear out of place in 
the context of Adastral Park.

Significant effects during the 
construction stage

Significant effects during the 
operational stage

Biodiversity • There will be potential impacts on, 
statutory designated sites, non-statutory 
designated sites (county wildlife sites), 
Habitats of Principal Importance, bats, 
badgers, Great Crested Newts, wintering 
and breeding birds, Barn Owls and reptiles

• Mitigation will be embedded in 
the design or proposed within the 
Environmental Statement that will 
likely ensure that no significant 
effects upon biodiversity features 
occur from the proposed scheme.

• In addition, mitigation and 
licensing will be implemented to 
ensure compliance with legislation 
pertaining to legally protected 
species identified

Habitats 
Regulations 
Assessment
(HRA)

• A Habitats Regulations Assessment 
is being produced for the Scheme 
that is being compiled alongside the 
Environmental Impact Assessment for 
potential impacts upon the National Sites 
Network.

• No potential significant effects are 
anticipated.

• Potential impacts to human 
health and controlled water 
receptors during construction 
to be assessed via intrusive 
ground investigations and 
mitigated through any subsequent 
remediation and validation.

• In addition, measures will be 
secured and implemented 
through the project CEMP / Code 
of Construction Practice (CoCP).

Geology 
and soils

• No potential significant effects are 
anticipated.

• Potential impacts to human health 
and controlled water receptors during 
construction to be assessed via intrusive 
ground investigations and mitigated through 
any subsequent remediation and validation.

• In addition, measures will be secured and 
implemented through the project CEMP / 
Code of Construction Practice (CoCP).

• No potential significant effects are 
anticipated.

• Potential impacts to maintenance 
workers. However, works would 
have taken place to mitigate the 
risk.

• Interceptors to be in place at the 
scheme to mitigate risks to soils

Material
assets and
waste

• Potential impacts from the consumption 
of primary construction materials resulting 
in a likely significant adverse effect on 
the environment through the depletion of 
natural resources and degradation of the 
natural environment.

• Potential impacts from the generation 
and disposal of waste which cannot be 
diverted from landfill resulting in a likely 
significant adverse effect on remaining 
landfill void capacity in the region.

• No potential significant effects 
are anticipated. Scoped out for 
further assessment.
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Significant effects during the construction 
stage

Significant effects during the 
operational stage

Noise and
vibration

• Noise and vibration impacts during 
construction will be controlled by the 
adoption of best practicable means (BPM) 
as defined in Section 72 of the Control of 
Pollution Act (CoPA). These measures will be 
secured and implemented through inclusion 
in the project CEMP. With these measures in 
place, no significant effect would be likely.

• Construction traffic will use the existing A12 
to access working areas, it is anticipated that 
the access routes will experience negligible 
increase in traffic flow relative to the existing 
levels, no significant effect would be likely.

• The proposed scheme has 
the potential to change traffic 
flows leading to both beneficial 
and adverse impacts at noise 
sensitive receptors. The 
magnitude of change is not 
expected to be sufficiently 
great as to result insignificant 
noise effects.

• As the road network is a 
maintained surface free of 
irregularities, in line with DMRB 
LA 111 guidance, vibration 
levels generated by traffic 
will not have the potential to 
generate a significant effect.

Population
and human
health

• Temporary and permanent adverse effects 
on agricultural businesses due to temporary 
and permanent land requirements for the 
proposed Scheme. The assessment of 
agricultural businesses will focus on the 
point of impact (i.e. the construction phase), 
meaning the permanent loss of agricultural 
land will be assessed as part of the 
construction phase assessment.

• Temporary and short-term adverse effects 
on walkers, cyclists and horse-riders due 
to temporary public right of way (PRoW) 
diversions and increased journey lengths.

• No potential significant effects 
are anticipated.

Road 
drainage 
and the 
water 
environment

• Current design proposals indicate that there 
will be no impacts upon water courses.

• Current design proposals 
indicate that there will be no 
impacts upon water courses.

Climate – 
Greenhouse 
Gases

• With reference to the IEMA Guidance (2022)
potential moderate adverse (significant) 
impacts arise from the manufacturing 
(lifecycle stage A1 to A3) and transportation 
of materials (lifecycle stage A4) from the 
supplier to the project site.

• Potential minor adverse impacts from plant 
and equipment used (energy consumption) 
(lifecycle stage A5).

• With reference to the IEMA 
Guidance (2022) the potential 
moderate adverse impacts 
(significant) from Replacement 
(lifecycle stage B4) of materials 
and other structures in the 
proposed Scheme and user 
emissions (regional traffic 
flows)(lifecycle stage B8/D)

• Potential minor adverse 
impacts from operational 
energy use (lifecycle stage B6).

Significant effects during the construction 
stage

Significant effects during the 
operational stage

Cultural
Heritage

• Temporary adverse effects on scheduled 
monuments and listed buildings resulting 
from changes within their settings. The effects 
would be from the construction compounds, 
which would be larger than any permanent 
changes to the existing A12 and would not 
have a lasting effect. The temporary effects 
may be considered significant.

• Permanent adverse effects on non-
designated heritage assets due to the loss or 
truncation of archaeological remains.

• Permanent adverse effects on previously 
unrecorded paleoenvironmental and 
archaeological remains.

• No potential significant effects 
are anticipated.

Transport 
and Traffic

• Temporary adverse effects on traffic delay 
at all MRN junctions due to impacts of 
construction roadworks

• See the section on Traffic 
for details of effects during 
operation.

Major 
Accidents 
and 
Disasters

• A review of major event categories and 
types has been undertaken to establish 
the potential vulnerability of the proposed 
Scheme to the risk of a major event. This 
review concluded that all of the major event 
categories and types could be scoped out 
from further assessment for construction 
phase.

• A review of major event 
categories and types has 
been undertaken to establish 
the potential vulnerability of 
the proposed Scheme to the 
risk of a major event. This 
review concluded that all of 
the major event categories and 
types could be scoped out 
from further assessment for 
operational phase.

Climate 
Change 
Resilience

• No potential likely significant environmental 
effects were identified for the construction 
phase for climate change resilience.

• No potential likely significant 
environmental effects were 
identified for the construction 
phase for climate change 
resilience.

NO

20

The table above sets out topic areas covered by the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Scoping Report (Scoping opinion application number: SCC/0078/24SC/SCOPE)



NO

We have completed transport modelling to better understand the 
effects of the proposals on traffic along the A12. There are often 
queues approaching the junctions along the road, particularly during 
the busiest times of day, which cause delays to journeys.

To compare the effects of introducing the proposals, we first assessed 
current traffic levels and resulting congestion at all the junctions and 
local links using baseline data from 2023. The 2023 baseline has been 
used to produce a 2027 forecast year model which represents the 
opening year for the A12 MRN scheme. Traffic congestion is expected 
to increase over the coming years as the local population continues to 
grow and more people travel through the area. Also, the 2027 forecast 
year model includes construction traffic associated with the following 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIP):

• Sizewell C

• East Anglia ONE North and East  
Anglia TWO Offshore Windfarms

We have assessed how the 2027 scheme opening year including the 
A12 MRN scheme compares to the 2023 baseline, and analysed the 
impacts that introducing the proposals would have on traffic levels.

Additionally, a comparison has been made in the 2027 scheme 
opening year including and excluding the A12 MRN scheme. The 
results of our traffic modelling show that for this comparison, 
northbound journeys along this section of the A12 would be over 2 
minutes quicker at the busiest times in 2027 and southbound journeys 
would be 14 seconds quicker.

Traffic data map showing the change in traffic and average delay with the scheme
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During construction of the scheme, we would strive to keep impacts to local communities and 
road users to a minimum.

Should we receive planning permission to build the scheme, we would prepare a Traffic 
Management Plan and a Construction Environmental Management Plan. These plans would 
explain how we would seek to minimise disruption during the construction period and detail 
the practical measures we would put in place to manage and lessen the temporary impacts of 
construction; for example, by mitigating construction noise, controlling dust and managing waste.

We would coordinate our works with other road or large construction schemes in the local area to 
minimise overall disruption.

More information will be provided on the construction phase of the project after the planning 
application is submitted.

We are planning to submit a planning application for the scheme later this year. All feedback 
will be considered throughout the next phase of detailed design of the project.

Next steps

We are seeking feedback on the current proposals to ensure they meet the needs of the 
community. Whether you live in, work in, or travel through the area, your feedback is 
important in helping to shape the A12 MRN Improvements and ensuring they benefit the 
communities served by the route.

The consultation period will run for six weeks from Wednesday 18 September  
until 11.59pm on Tuesday 29 October

There are a number of ways to get involved and provide feedback.

Attend one of our drop-in events to find 
out more information:

How to get involved

Register for our online event: 
Tuesday 8 October, 6:30pm – 7:30pm 
To register please visit:

www.suffolk.gov.uk/A12MRN

GET IN TOUCH
If you’d like to get in touch  
with the project team, please 
reach out via one of the  
channels below:

A12MRN@suffolk.gov.uk

0345 606 6171

ALTERNATIVE FORMATS:
If you require any of the  
material in an alternative format 
or language, please email:  
A12MRN@suffolk.gov.uk or  
call 0345 606 6171

You can also request a paper 
questionnaire by contacting us, 
or by collecting one at a drop in 
event. Paper questionnaires 
and written responses can be 
returned to:

A12 MRN Scheme 
Endeavour House 
8 Russell Rd, Ipswich 
Suffolk, IP1 2BX

Fill out the online 
questionnaire at:

www.suffolk.gov.uk/A12MRN

Submit your feedback online:

Register for our online event:
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Date Location Time

Thursday 26 
September

Woodbridge 
Community 
Hall, Station Rd, 
Woodbridge, IP12 4AU

5:30pm – 8:30pm

Saturday 28 
September

Martlesham 
Community Hall, 
Felixstowe Rd, 
Martlesham, IP12 4PB

2:00pm – 5:00pm

Tuesday 1 
October

Shire Hall,  
Market Hill, 
Woodbridge, IP12 4LP

4:00pm – 7:00pm

Construction




