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   Paper Number 
1. 14:00 Welcome, apologies and housekeeping  
    
2. 14.05 Minutes of previous meeting LAF 18/17 
    
3. 14.10 Declaration of interest  
    
4. 14:15 Welcome to new members and round table 

introductions  
 

    
5. 14:25 Sizewell C presentation by EDF  Verbal - GM 
    
6. 14:55 Network Rail update – paper LAF 18/18 

LAF 18/18A 
LAF 18/18B - AW 

    
7. 15.05  Coastal Access update LAF 18/19 

LAF 18/19A - AW 
    
8. 15.20 SLAF Working Groups LAF 18/20 - AW 
    
9. 15:30 SLAF Annual Report  LAF 18/21 

LAF 18/21A - DF 
    
10. 15:40 Brexit update Verbal - DB 
    
11. 15:40 Walberswick Bailey Bridge Verbal - AW 
    
12. 15:50 Public Question Time  
    
13. 16:00 Dates & Venues of Future Meetings  
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Minutes of Meeting 

Meeting Date: 26th July 2018 

Author/Contact:  Anna McGowan 

Venue: Walberswick Village Hall, Walberswick 

 
 

1. Welcome, apologies and housekeeping 
Present: Barry Hall (Chair) (BH), Gordon Merfield (GM), Monica Pipe (MP), Roland Wilson 
(RW), Anthony Wright (AWR), Margaret Hancock (MA), Cllr Jane Storey (JS). 
 
SCC Officers Present:  Anna McGowan (AM) (Minutes), David Falk (DF), Annette Robinson 
(AR),  Andrew Woodin (AW),  

 
Natural England Officers Present: Jonathan Clarke (JC), Araminta Jackson (AJ) 

Apologies:  David Barker (DB), Cllr Diana Kearsley (DK), Jane Hatton (JH), John Wayman 
(JW) 
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting (LAF18/11) 
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th April 2018 were reviewed with following 
amendments and updates on action points:  
MH apologies were not recorded. 
 
Network Rail -S25 Cattishall crossing, this has been raised with the developers who have 
been ticked off for closing the track.   
 
ECP a full Site Visit was undertaken prior to this meeting. 
 
ROWIP was a draft with 5 key headings but now contains 3 main themes under Corporate 
Headings will be redrafted with case studies and will be ready by next SLAF meeting. 
 

3. Declaration of interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

4. The England Coast Path  
AW presented his report and JC gave an outline of the ECP developments in Suffolk, there 
are some parts still at the walking stage.  Shotley Gate to Harwich is at the most advanced 
stage.  All info is on the Natural England website.   Discussions are ongoing with Norfolk 
and Essex on a regional path, but it has been decided not to bid for funding yet due to 
delays in ECP delivery. 
There are a lot of routes on hold.  JC explained the Sweetman Case – a legal case which 
illustrates how the ECP route is assessed to protect sensitive species, which requires a 
signed form that there has been no disturbance.  If there is a disturbance – need to 
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separate out and ask what can be done further, and inevitably this needs to go to Court.  
Whilst the end result will be the same, this is another layer of processes to follow and 
involves DEFRA lawyers. 
 
AW and AR had teleconference with Sally Fishwick of NE.  Progress has been delayed due 
to staff changes.   AR works closely with NE.  Training is still required to get ROW Officers 
up to speed on the maintenance work, as SCC will be maintaining the ECP once it is 
completed and handed over from NE.   
The meeting also heard about ‘Optional Alternative Routes’ to the ECP and discussed how 
these would be maintained. 
 
AW noted estuaries are still under discussion and it is up to SLAF whether this needs to be 
revisited with NE.  The first crossing point of the estuaries ie. ferries are being favoured by 
landowners, but ferries are seasonal. 
 
On the morning Site Visit, defects of rust have been identified on the Bailey Bridge (on 
ECP), and a survey estimated at £25K, is required for the Bailey Bridge which is SCC’s 
responsibility.  This amount is almost 10% of SCC’s Capital Budget which has been 
increased to £225K.  Should the survey reveal that significant repairs are necessary there is 
a big question as to how such repairs could be funded.  JS suggested that the local 
council(s) can contribute.  Many people and local businesses benefit from use of Bailey 
Bridge.  Suffolk Highways would lead on any repairs and refurbishment. 
 
JC highlighted that there are differences between the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk in 
terms of working with their respective officers – Suffolk officers get charged out to work with 
NE, whereas Norfolk do not charge for their officer time. 
 
GM expressed concern that the ECP is secondary to the development of the windfarms 
being installed at Bawdsey by Scottish Power  that will impact on estuaries, through the 
digging and boring beneath the ECP with attendant diversions.  AR gave assurances that 
she is involved with the route and that paths will be reinstated 
 
Action SLAF to write to NE again, to reinforce the view that estuaries are to be followed 
and that SLAF aware of continued pressure to use ferries. 
 
Action DF to include Bailey Bridge maintenance in SLAF Annual Report. 
.    
RW expressed interest for the Ramblers to be involved with the management ECP through 
a ‘Friends of ECP’; and going to make a bid for partnership funding despite delay. 
 
 

5. Recruitment 
DF gave a verbal report.  The SLAF needs up to 6 more members. 
An advert has been sent to the Advertising Team in SCC for a proof read and check, with a 
deadline for 24th August 2018.   Advert welcomes those with a background in disability and 
health issues.   Interviews will be held in the first week of September.  It is hoped there will 
be new members for next SLAF meeting in October.   SLAF members asked to seek out 
potential members and BH said he has someone in mind.   DF to approach Public Health 
Team, the Forestry Commission and the National Trust.  MP said she knows someone from 
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the Papworth Trust with background in disability issues, who could check access on trails.  
RW knows a Rambler who lives in Essex but rambles in Suffolk who he will approach. 
 
Action – DF to circulate advert. 
 

6. LAF Regional Meeting 
BH referred to the paper, which was circulated after the LAF Regional Meeting to its 
members, and not written by BH.    This meeting saw a good turnout, only Peterborough 
was missing.  It was useful for getting ideas and there were topics with Natural England.   
 
Essex LAF appeared not to have the same level of support as other authorities. 
Norfolk have a charity to access funding – match funding. 
They have submitted their views to the DEFRA Consultation. 
AW noted councils are waiting for guidance, which has been delayed by Brexit, on how to 
meet the 2026 deadline for ROW on map, and waiting for introduction of combined Order 
Making for Modification Orders and Highways Act Orders. 
 
Will reconvene in January 2019. 
 

7. Norfolk LAF Meeting 18th July 
BH gave a verbal report.   RW, DK and BH were not invited to the meeting itself, but to the   
follow on .   
NLAF have a huge number of members – 22 people net.   Presently, Norfolk is not 
subjected to Network Rail issues yet, but the coastal path was discussed as was a Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust project at Carlton Marshes. 
The ECP was discussed. 
 

AW noted he had met with SWT, Sustrans and the Broads Authority regarding Carlton 
Marshes to encourage cycling out of Lowestoft, round SWT land to Broads Authority Land.  
DF said these links were crucial. SCC need to do Order Making.  There was a presentation 
on Breaking New Ground Project which has been completed. Fen Edge Project started- at 
Stage 1 Lottery funded application. This project will include the River Lark to Bury St 
Edmunds.  AW noted that SCC ROW will be involved and has met with Claire Dickson 
(ROW Officer) about improving access along the River Lark, and she has met with British 
Sugar.  RW has looked at sections of the Fens, which are maintained well. 
 
RW said it was good to attend and to share best practice which combines into a continuous 
dynamic.  MP asked for dates of next LAF Regional. 
 
Action – AM to invite BNG Nick Dickson to future Meeting to discuss Fen Edge Project. 
Representatives at each other’s meetings to benchmark.eg. Network Rail so this overlaps 
with Regional Meeting. 
 

8. The Future For Food, Farming And The Environment 
SLAF’s comments were sent to DEFRA, as detailed in the paper. 
Michael Gove has since talked about a new environment White Paper to follow up to the 25 
year Environment Plan. 
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9. Network Rail – Public Rights of Way Level Crossings 
Gipsy Lane 
AW provided updates from the paper submitted by Steve Kerr.  SCC still working with 
Network Rail regarding Gipsy Lane.  There has recently been a fatality, which reinforces 
that this access should be closed, however there are still delays with the landowners and 
the case is complex with ongoing problems regarding Network Rail’s discussions over 
compensation.   There are a number of objections and these have been submitted to the 
Secretary of State, which could lead to a Public Inquiry. 
There will be a meeting with landowners next month, to discuss a narrower different route – 
which could still pose its own problems, so is SCC sticking to the same route. 
Felixstowe 
No further update other than still awaiting the Inspector’s report and the Secretary of State’s 
decision. 
 
Countywide Transport and Works Act Order  
The 4 month Public Inquiry has finished and SCC could not have done more to justify it’s 
objection to the closure of 8 of the crossings. 
 
There is still some work ongoing with the countywide order, and officers believe the 
Secretary of State may wait for all 3 counties to finish before issuing his decision.    
Essex will start theirs in September and have twice as many crossings.   
Decisions could take up to a year. 
 

10. Sizewell C 
AW and AR gave an update on Stage 1 consultation and associated level crossing closures.   
AR has attended meetings with Network Rail and EDF.  If Sizewell C chooses to use rail for 
its main transportations of cargo and freight, this will place additional stress on the network 
crossings.  Risk assessments have been carried out and options have been put forward.   
AR made firm comments on the crossings proposals that EDF do not want to see- ie. 
Woodbridge, to be kept open with lights and warnings as AR did not accept the proposal of 
a bridge.  SCC taking sensible but firm approach to the diversions proposed. EDF may pay 
for some SCC officer time. 
 

The Stage 3 public consultation starts early next year, and environmental and transport 
workshops (for commuters and tourists) will be held. Officers will find out more about how 
access is being covered with a Transport Workshop. 
 

Legacy issues were discussed and in particular the creation of a linear cycle path from 
Aldeburgh to Minsmere and beyond.  RSPB cannot get visitors to their Minsmere Site 
sustainably from Leiston. A cyclepath from Aldeburgh to Leiston /Minsmere would address 
some of the issues. 
EDF have offered to come to the SLAF October meeting. 
 
Action SCC to ensure EDT attend the October meeting. 
 

11. SLAF Annual Report 
Key topics to be listed, including last October’s Meeting paper:  context and maintenance of 
Bailey Bridge to be written up and presented by September; Sizewell C – Aldhurst Farm; 
Regional LAF; Planners on the next LAF and key issues of Districts to be included; How 
access is factored into Local Plans. 
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Action   David Falk - SLAF still want a LPA to attend a future meeting.  DF will put this on 
the agenda for his proposed awareness raising workshops with LPAs. 
 

12. Public Question Time 
There were no Public Questions. 
 

13. Any Other Business 
AWR raised that the new housing on the old bacon factory site in Elmswell has ROW signs 
put up pointing back to the railway since the footpath level crossing closure.  There is no 
alternative route. 
 
Quarry in Elmswell – Lawn Farm, want to expand on line of existing Bridleway, will it still be 
protected? 
 
GM said that the Sandlings path at Snape towards the forest and Wantisden has no side 
path.  This path gets very busy during Farmers Market days.   
SCC officers will investigate these points. 
 
DF provided an update on the Suffolk Walking Festival (12 May – 3 June), thanking AM who 
joined the Green Access Team in September, for putting this year’s event together. This 
year’s Walking Festival has had more walks and events than previously with the most 
sponsorship and the most participants. Surveys conducted after each event revealed very 
high satisfaction. All Walk Leaders stated they would like to be involved in next year’s 
festival. 85% of walkers came from Suffolk Walkers with many stating they had discovered 
new areas of Suffolk. The Cambridge Model was used to analyse economic impacts and 
findings were that the Festival injected £176K into the local economy on a £13K cost. The 
cost is shared between all authorities, sponsorship and ticket sales. This represents a 12:1 
return on investment. Plans are in hand for 2019 with efforts to provide more family friendly 
events and attracting further sponsors. Promotion of the 2019 Festival will include the 
Theatre Royal Bury, and also linking in with the Orwell Challenge Walk.  
 

14. Date and Venue of Next Meeting 
25th October 2018, possibly at the Woolpit Cricket Club 
 
 
END 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title: Network Rail – Public Rights of Way Level Crossings  

Meeting: 25th October 2018 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin  

Venue: The Pykkerell Inn Ixworth, High Street Ixworth IP31 2HH 

 
Introduction 
 
This paper updates the Forum on the main level crossings being addressed by Network 
Rail (NR) and Suffolk County Council (‘the Council’ or ‘SCC’), and progress on their 
Transport and Works Act proposals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Needham Market Gipsy Lane and FP6  
 
Orders to divert the public footpath from the Gipsy Lane level crossing, and extinguish   the 
unused footpath level crossing to the south ease were made on 4 April and advertised on 
12 April 2018. By the end of the objection period on 10 May 2018, 14 objections had been 
received to the Gipsy Lane rail crossing diversion order and 5 to the extinguishment. The 
diversion order affects two land holdings. North of the operational railway, the landowner’s 
family has submitted several objections to both Orders.      
 
A local inquiry will be held into the objections between 4 – 7 June 2019, and the Creeting 
St Mary Village Hall has been provisionally booked for this.  
 
The landowner has put forward an alternative alignment that would take the proposed 
footpath off his private agricultural track and be located hard up against NR’s boundary 
fence. This would also then be fenced on its northern side. In addition, the landowner has 
requested a reduction in the footpath width, from the 3 metres proposed in the Order to 2 
metres, but has also made it clear that he will not allow NR to erect a vehicular gate in the 
secondary fence line, which NR would require to allow them to maintain the culvert 
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structure. Discussions are ongoing whether alternative route proposal is a feasible option, 
and an assessment of compensation will be made for both this proposal and the footpath 
diversion as laid out in the order. If another diversion order is to be made this will require 
further advertising and consultation, and in any event it is likely NR would require a 
variation of their planning permission for the culvert and the current diversionary route. NR 
have time limited funding for this project under the current control period (CP5) which 
terminates in March 2019. 
 
The landowner is also currently challenging the validity of a private Deed of Grant (DoG) 
that was entered into with NR several years ago, which allows NR to use his track in order 
to undertake maintenance of the culvert and the operational railway above. The landowner 
is also objecting to the closure of the Gipsy Lane crossing and to use of the culvert as part 
of the diversionary route. This is largely based on the impact the diversion would have on 
their agricultural operations, wildlife, environmental and security concerns, and the impact 
the closure would have on their current access and emergency access requirements 
 
The landowner has raised his concerns with local councillors, and with Jo Churchill MP’s 
office. A site meeting with the MP, Network Rail, the landowner and the county council took 
place on 7th September, where the landowner’s family and Network Rail put forward their 
positions and the landowner’s alternative diversion proposal was discussed.  
 
Andrew Woodin, for the county council, explained the council wants the new footpath to 
be the best it can be for the public, to mitigate what it considers to otherwise be a 
substandard alternative route. The local tracks are used by residents for a short 
healthy walk, including those who are ageing and may have mobility problems, and the 
county council wants to replicate that facility.  
 
It was further explained the county council would want to make sure width, surface and 
fencing details are in the public interest, but the option is one the council could work 
with in principle. AW made it clear, however, that Network Rail is the effective client in 
this matter and it is for them to decide whether to push on with the order as made or 
decide it was worth putting all the additional time and expensive into designing the 
landowner’s proffered option. 
 
The MP stated she understood the county council’s need to minimise maintenance 
liabilities and she understood the county council is a “third party” in this project. She 
also raised the matter of mobility scooter users wanting to use the new route. 
 
Felixstowe Branch Line Improvements – Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO) 
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Following the public inquiry in January 2018 into the replacement of a number of PRoW 
level crossings with an overbridge, the Secretary of State has decided to make the Order 
with modifications.  The conclusion sets out that the Order is justified on its merits and 
there is a compelling case in the public interest for making it on the basis of  enabling full 
operational and safety benefits to be secured as part of the wider scheme to improve 
Felixstowe Branch Line, which together with the substantial economic and public safety 
case are matters that weight heavily in favour of the scheme.  The Secretary of State is 
satisfied that the adverse impacts, particularly in relation to the visual impact on users of 
the level crossing, would be outweighed by the substantial public benefit of the scheme. 
 
The decision letter is appendix A, and further information has been provided, attach as 
appendix B.  
 
General/Countywide 
 
NR’s Suffolk Level Crossing Reduction Strategy - Transport and Works Act Order 
 
No decision on the TWAO has been made yet. Essex’s public inquiry, which is for the last 
of the three regional orders, started on 25th September 2018, and is likely to last some 
months. Logically, one would expect the Secretary of State would await the inspectors’ 
recommendations from all three inquiries before coming to a decision.  
 
The most contentious of the proposed crossing closures was the Weatherby crossing in 
Newmarket. On 16 April 2018, during the public inquiry, Mr Smy, a resident of Newmarket, 
submitted a formal application for a restricted byway which would link Granary Road with 
Cricket Field Road by the Weatherby crossing. The application was allocated a high priority 
and the investigating officer recommended a definitive map modification order be made to 
add a public footpath to the definitive map and statement. The officer’s report was 
considered by the county council’s Development and Regulation Committee on 16th 
October 2018, at which both representatives of the local community and Network Rail 
made oral submissions to the committee in favour of, and objecting to, the application. The 
committee approved the officer recommendation and an order to record the public footpath 
will be made in due course. The inspector for the county wide TWAO will be advised of the 
committee’s decision. 
 
At a national level, discussions to improve dialogue between Network Rail and local 
highway authorities (LHAs) on the closure of PRoW level crossings have resumed. A 
meeting took place at Network Rail’s HQ in Milton Keynes on 5th October, with a view to 
finally agreeing a memorandum of understanding to improve working practices between 
Network Rail and LHAs where PRoW use level crossings on the rail network in England 
and Wales. The meeting was positive and Network Rail appeared keen to improve relations 
generally with LHAs, which of course is in their interest when their stated ambition is 
improve safety at crossings, and where possible close them.  
 

END – AW/SCC October 2018 
Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
 
R:\Transport & Infrastructure\Rights of Way\Working Docs\A Woodin\Trunk, Major Roads & 
Rail Crossings\Rail\Trimley TWA Update 17.10.18.pptx 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title: Network Rail – Public Rights of Way Level Crossings 

Meeting:  25th October 2018 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin 

Venue: The Pykkerell Inn, High Street, Ixworth IP31 2HH 

 
Trimley TWA Decision Letter 14-08-2018 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title: Network Rail – Public Rights of Way Level Crossings 

Meeting:  25th October 2018 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin 

Venue: The Pykkerell Inn, High Street, Ixworth IP31 2HH 

 
Trimley TWA Update 17.10.18  
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  The England Coast Path  

Meeting Date:  25th October 2018 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin 

Venue: The Pykkerell Inn Ixworth, High Street Ixworth IP31 2HH 

 
1. Progress on Establishing The England Coast Path (ECP) 
 

The latest information from Natural England’s (NE) on its progress for the ECP in 
Suffolk and Norfolk is shown on their website. The links in the table below give 
access to more detail, but please note the website was last updated on 21 March 
2018 (the website has not been updated since the last time SLAF met). 

 

Stretch name Progress 

Harwich to Shotley Gate  Stage 2 and 3: Develop and Propose 

Shotley Gate to Felixstowe Ferry  Stage 2 and 3: Develop and Propose 

Felixstowe Ferry to Bawdsey Stage 2 and 3: Develop and Propose 

Bawdsey to Aldeburgh  Stage 2 and 3: Develop and Propose 

Aldeburgh to Hopton-on-Sea Stage 2 and 3: Develop and Propose 

Hopton-on-Sea to Sea Palling  Open to the public 

Sea Palling to Weybourne  Open to the public 

Weybourne to Hunstanton  Stage 4: Determine 

Hunstanton to Sutton Bridge  Stage 2 and 3: Develop and Propose 

Sutton Bridge to Skegness  Stage 4: Determine 

 
Natural England’s website shows the sections being developed in Suffolk 
including the estuaries. 
 
The stages to establish Coastal Access have been simplified as follows: 
 
Stage 1: Prepare 
 
Initial preparations will begin for the implementation of a new stretch. Natural 
England will: 
 

• define the extent of the stretch 

• ask key organisations about their ideas or concerns about the stretch 

• consider the current public access use and the options for the route 
 
Stage 2: Develop 
 
At this stage, Natural England will: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-harwich-to-shotley-gate
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-shotley-gate-to-felixstowe-ferry
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-felixstowe-ferry-to-bawdsey
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-bawdsey-to-aldeburgh
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-aldeburgh-to-hopton-on-sea
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-hopton-on-sea-to-sea-palling
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-sea-palling-to-weybourne
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-weybourne-to-hunstanton
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-hunstanton-to-sutton-bridge
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-sutton-bridge-to-skegness
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• speak with local landowners and other legal interests on land that may be 
affected to:  

o ask for views on where they think the route should go 
o offer to ‘walk the course’ and explain initial ideas 
o discuss any local issues that might need to be addressed 

• speak with relevant organisations to make sure that any important 
sensitive features are protected 

 
Stage 3: Propose 
 
Natural England will finalise proposals for the England Coast Path on this stretch 
and publish them in a report to the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs. 
 
Stage 4: Determine 
 
After the report has been published, there’s an opportunity to comment on the 
proposals. At this time: 
 

• anyone who wishes to comment can make a representation on the report 

• owners or occupiers can submit an objection relating to particular aspects 
of the proposals 

 
See the guidance about how to comment for more information. 
 
Once the period to comment on the proposals has ended, the Secretary of State 
will decide whether to approve the proposals in Natural England’s report. When 
making a decision, any representations or objections that have been submitted 
will be considered along with the recommendations from the Planning 
Inspectorate. 
 
Stage 5: Open 
 
The Secretary of State approves the route of the England Coast Path on this 
stretch. 
 
Preparations are then made on the ground and the necessary legal paperwork is 
completed. Once complete, the new public rights of access will come into force 
on the stretch. 
 
The the link to the relevant part of website is here.  

 
2. The Stretches in More Detail 

 
Natural England has provided the following details of progress on establishing the 
coast path in Suffolk. 

 
The Sweetman case (reported previously to SLAF) continues to play out and 
cause delays to publishing new sections of route. The new Access and Sensitive 
Features Assessment (ASFA) process will initially consider the route and then 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-improving-public-access-to-the-coast
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assess whether there is any adverse impact. If there is a potential impact then 
the proposed mitigation will be considered separately. Natural England will have 
had all the necessary discussions beforehand and so this is a slightly different 
way of getting to the same place ie. an ECP route that doesn’t cause significant 
impact once mitigation measures are put in place. 
 
Parts of the country where the route has been published recently is because no 
mitigation was needed. 

 
Shotley Gate to Felixstowe Ferry – Laura Chellis & Araminta Jackson. Last 
updated 01.10.18 
 
Stage 2 (Develop) – underway 
 

• Walk the course visits - all key landowners seen and the preferred route is 
clear at all but one location 

• Trimbling is key focus for October 

• Highways assessments complete 

• Sensitive Features Assessment now the main focus - site visits and calls with 
ROs. 

• Discussions continue at one large and complex site  

• Publication date likely to be Spring 2019 
 
Felixstowe Ferry to Bawdsey - Minty Jackson & Giles Merritt. Last updated 
01.10.18 
 

• Currently the main focus of activity is meeting key landowners along the 
stretch, particularly where there are currently gaps in existing public access, 

• Also meeting key stakeholders such as Suffolk CC, NT and Deben Estuary 
Partnership. 

• Completed most of the highway safety assessments with Suffolk CC. 

• Access and sensitive features appraisal – now liaising with nature 
conservation colleagues as well as gathering external advice and opinion to 
help inform route alignment.  

• Breeding wildfowl survey results from SWT completed and identifies section 
between Ramsholt and Bawdsey as important for a number of species. This 
will have important implications on our decision regarding alignment here. 

• Ongoing consideration of ferry & estuary discretion.  

• Publication date likely to be Spring 2019. 
 
Bawdsey to Aldeburgh – David Waldram, Fiona Taylor and Jonathan Clarke. 
Last updated 1.10.18 
 

• ASFA started with RO collecting and collating data 

• Walk the course visits taking place 

• Main focus is investigating issues and potential alignments arising from WTC. 
Not all landowners have been contacted about possible routes. 

• Two sections Trimbled 

• Publication due summer 2019       
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Aldeburgh to Hopton-On-Sea (AHS) – David Waldram and Fiona Taylor. Last 
updated 01.10.18 
 

• Stage 2 / 3 

• Letters sent to landowners with outline of emerging proposals and maps - 
dealing with issues that have arisen 

• Resolving alignment issues including landward margin 

• Preparing legal restrictions, exclusions and dedications where required 

• Working on protection of designated sites with Responsible Officers.  
Following the result of the People over the Wind case, Natural England is 
working closely with local authorities, developers and other partners to make 
sure the implications of this ruling are properly understood. In most cases, we 
already work with developers at the pre-application stage on options to reduce 
or minimise impacts on protected sites. This ruling simply requires us to carry 
out a more formal assessment of their mitigation measures. We are 
continuing these conversations at an early stage will ensure this process is 
streamlined and any additional delays are minimised 

• Writing Chapters for report aiming for publication autumn/winter 2018 

• Project Board to look at whole stretch prior to publication tba 
 
Harwich to Shotley Gate (HSG) - Kim Thirlby and Patrick Welsh. Last updated 
01.10.18 
 

• Initial proposals letters were sent to landowners in autumn 2017, outlining 
what we propose to include in report to Secretary of State. 

• Following realignment of the route in 3 locations, revised proposals letters 
were sent out in May 2018, with no new issues arising. 

• Report overview and chapters are largely drafted, as is Access and Sensitive 
Features Appraisal. 

• Publication continues to be postponed, due to uncertainty caused by People 
Over Wind/ Sweetman court ruling and its potential implications for our 
procedures (applies to all yet to be approved stretch rpts). 

• Meanwhile, we have been reviewing our proposals for exclusion of access 
under S25A to ensure they are based on sufficient evidence. We still propose 
to recommend exclusion of access over the majority of saltmarsh and 
intertidal mud throughout the estuary, but have amended our proposals in 
some areas already popular for access. We will be undertaking limited 
consultation shortly. 

• We have also revised much our our early Trimble/ GIS data to improve 
accuracy. 

• Publication now due to be in 2019. Exact timing dependent on extent of 
revised procedures noted above. 

 
3. SLAF’s Role in Influencing Route of the Coast Path 

 
Following SLAF’s meeting in July, and discussion around the use of estuaries for 
the route of the coast path, the chair wrote to Natural England and the letter is 
attached as appendix A. 
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4. Future Management of the England Coast Path in the East of England 
 

Officers from Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex will reconvene their discussion on 
managing and promoting a regional, rather than county based, coastal path in 
December.  

 
5. England Coast Path – Progress Map for the East 
 

 
 

END 
AW/SCC October 2018 

 
App A: 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title: The England Coast Path 

Meeting:  25th October 2018 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin 

Venue: The Pykerrell Inn, High Street, Ixworth IP31 2HH 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:                    Working Groups  

Meeting:              25th October 2018 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin  

Venue:                 The Pykkerell Inn Ixworth, High Street Ixworth IP31 2HH 

 
Introduction 
 
With an intake of new members, the local access forum may wish to review the 
membership of working groups. Working groups are small groups of members that can be 
focus on topics and, if necessary, meet or discuss business in between SLAF meetings. 
For example, the Network Rail working group lead the way on formulating SLAF’s response 
and ultimate objection to Network Rail’s countywide Transport and Works Act Order. The 
working groups were last reviewed on 20/4/17. 
 
Existing Working Groups 
 

Topic Membership  

Network Rail Barry Hall, Roley Wilson, Diana Kearsley 

Sizewell C  Barry Hall, Anthony Wright, Roley Wilson 

Forests and Woodlands Gordon Merfield, Anthony Wright, Jane Hatton 

Open Access Barry Hall, Gordon Merfield,  

ROWIP and Suffolk Walking 
Strategy 

Roley Wilson, Jane Hatton, Diana Kearsley, 
Monica Pipe  

Coastal Erosion and Access Barry Hall, Roley Wilson 

Planning and Development Jane Storey, Jane Hatton, Anthony Wright 

Agri-Environment Access 
Schemes 

David Barker, John Wayman 

 
 
 
 

END – AW/SCC October 2018 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title: SLAF Annual Report 2017-2018 

Meeting:  25th October 2018 

Author/Contact: David Falk 

Venue: The Pykkerell Inn, High Street, Ixworth IP31 2HH 

 
 

Agenda Item # 

 

Cabinet 
 

Report Title: Suffolk Local Access Forum Annual Report 2017/18 

Meeting Date: 11th September 2018 

Lead Councillor(s): Councillor Mary Evans 

Local Councillor(s): All Councillors 

Director: 
Aidan Dunn, Interim Corporate Director for Growth 
Highways and Infrastructure 

Assistant Director 
or Head of Service: 

Mark Stevens, Assistant Director Operational 
Highways 

Author: David Falk, Green Access Manager 

Brief summary of report 

1. As required by the Local Access Forum (England) Regulations 2002 I have pleasure 
in submitting the fifteenth Annual Report of the Suffolk Local Access Forum (SLAF) to 
Suffolk County Council as the highway authority. SLAF acts as an independent body 
to advise the Council on matters relating to rights of way and countryside access. It is 
also a statutory consultee for Natural England on mapping of open access land and 
plans and policies produced by a wide range of organisations. This report is a 
summary of SLAF activities between August 2017 and July 2018. 

What is Cabinet being asked to decide? 

2. The Cabinet is asked to accept the 2017/18 Annual Report of the Suffolk Local 
Access Forum and to note the report’s recommendations and the action that 
the Council is taking to address these recommendations. 
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Reason for recommendation 

3. The Suffolk Local Access Forum is required by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 
2000 to submit an annual report on rights of way and access matters to the Council. 
The Secretary of State for the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
guidance states: “We would expect the authority to respond positively to the forum’s 
annual report and to say what actions they have taken on the advice and 
recommendations of the forum.” 

 
What are the key issues to consider? 
4. The key issues raised by the Suffolk Local Access Forum 2017/18 report are as 

follows: 

a) Investment – As reported in previous years the forum believes rights of way and 
countryside access are of significant importance in contributing to the successful 
and sustainable delivery of Council Priorities, specifically 2017-2021 priorities of: 
inclusive growth; health care and wellbeing; and efficient and effective public 
services. The forum believes rights of way and countryside access also support 
the priorities and efforts of Public Health and the Most Active County 
programme, the activities of the counties’ Destination Management 
Organisations (DMOs), the role of the counties 2 Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONBs), and the Greenest County agenda. The Suffolk Local Access 
Forum would like the authority to recognise the importance of “green” access 
and retain appropriate levels of investment in public rights of way as an efficient 
and effective use of public funds to maintain use of this service. 

The forum stresses the importance of maintaining specific strategic links. This 
includes the Bailey Bridge connecting Southwold Harbour with Walberswick, 
which at a site visit on 26th July 2018 to hear about the England Coast Path, 
members were advised requires an expensive inspection.  
The forum also stresses the importance of the authority maximising benefits 
from the planning process in securing funds and commitments to enhance the 
rights of way and access network.   
Response: The Council recognises the role that green access plays in meeting 
Council priorities as detailed above. It recognises its impact on enabling and 
encouraging more active and healthy lifestyles and more resilient communities. It 
recognises that green access supports sustainable travel options and enhances 
the county’s tourism offer and will endeavour to maintain appropriate levels of 
funding to support front line use of this service.   

b) Network Rail (NR) – Last year’s annual report identified SLAF’s strong concerns 
over the policy by Network Rail to close rights of way level crossings with the 
view these threaten equality of access, potentially excluding significant sections 
of the population from accessing the countryside. SLAF were very pleased to be 
able to give evidence at the public inquiry into the Suffolk Transport and Works 
Act Order on 16th March 2018 and present their objection to the closure of 10 
crossings. SLAF believe this demonstrates again their value to the county 
council, who of course were also objectors to the order. The forum support 
officers’ efforts with specific regard to crossings in Newmarket, Needham Market 
and Felixstowe.  

Response: The Council welcome and support SLAFs efforts in this area and 
share their keenness to maintain effective public access for non-motorised users 
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and will continue to seek solutions to rights of way level crossings to the benefit 
of all concerned. The council is especially appreciative of SLAFs involvement in 
the Suffolk (TWAO) public inquiry.  

c) The England Coast Path: SLAF see the delivery of The England Coast Path 
and its status as a national trail, as an important opportunity to promote tourism 
in Suffolk and will continue to work closely with SCC on ensuring the trail creates 
an excellent visitor experience.  

SLAF also supports the discussions officers are having with Essex and Norfolk 
County Councils to promote and manage a regional coast path which should add 
value to the path. SLAF’s main concern is that Natural England should include 
estuaries in the trail, which should not be reliant on seasonal and sometimes 
unreliable ferries.   
Response: The Council recognises the opportunities the England Coast Path 
brings to Suffolk and are committed to work with partners to ensure it delivers 
the best experience for all users of it.  

d) The Suffolk Local Access Forum provides a cost effective statutory advisory 
service to the Council and other organisations by raising issues regarding public 
rights of way and countryside access. 

Response: The Council acknowledges the cost-effectiveness, efficiency and 
important role performed by the Suffolk Local Access Forum with its focus on 
countryside access and recognise the experience and expertise the forum offers 
in relation to health and wellbeing, communities, sustainable travel, tourism and 
the rural economy. 

What are the resource and risk implications? 

5. The Suffolk Local Access Forum considers that the Council should maintain an 
effective level of funding for rights of way and access maintenance and improvement. 
The Interim Corporate Director for Growth Highways and Infrastructurewill consider 
and discuss with the Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Rural Affairs the 
appropriate level of Suffolk County Council funding for the public rights of way and 
access network in looking at the priorities for Council revenue and capital budgets, 
recognising the contribution to healthy and sustainable communities and the benefits 
to the rural economy that these can provide.   

What are the timescales associated with this decision? 

6. Not applicable.  

Alternative options 

7. Cabinet could change the responses given by Suffolk County Council to the 
recommendations from the Suffolk Local Access Forum or could suggest additional 
issues that it would like the forum to explore over the coming year.  

Who will be affected by this decision? 

8. Officers acting on these recommendations and potentially users of public rights of 
way, land managers and communities within Suffolk.   
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Main body of report 
 
9. The Work of SLAF 

The forum met at quarterly intervals during 2017/18 to discuss a wide range of issues 
that had arisen from consultations, presentations, papers, reports and site visits. 
Meetings were as follows: 
19th October 2017 – SALC Offices, Claydon  
18th January 2018 – Brandon Country Park, Brandon  
26th April 2018 – Phoenix House, Ipswich  
26th July 2018 – Walberswick Village Hall, Walberswick 
Members of the public are able to attend meetings and have the opportunity to raise 
items or comment on issues discussed or related to countryside access. Local parish 
councils are alerted to SLAF meetings in their area and invited to attend. A full list of 
members is in Appendix A. 
 

10. Administering SLAF 

The SLAF is an independent body with its own letter heading and PO address box, an 
independent email address and a dedicated page on One Suffolk;      
http://www.suffolkpublicrightsofway.org.uk/suffolk-local-access-forum/  
 

11. Suffolk County Council’s Rights of Way and Access team administers the forum.  The 
cost for servicing SLAF for 2017-18 was approximately £1,500. This includes 
secretariat services, hire of meeting rooms, site visits and member travel expenses. 
The cost has remained static for the past 8 years and is excellent value. 

 
12. SLAF Activities in 2017/18 

a) Network Rail (NR)  

Last year’s annual report identified SLAF’s strong concerns over the policy by 
Network Rail to close rights of way level crossings with the view these threaten 
equality of access, potentially excluding significant sections of the population 
from accessing the countryside. SLAF were very pleased to be able to give 
evidence at the public inquiry into the Suffolk Transport and Works Act Order on 
16th March 2018 and present their objection to the closure of 10 crossings. SLAF 
believe this demonstrates again their value to the county council, who of course 
were also objectors to the order. The forum support officer’s efforts with specific 
regard to crossings in Newmarket, Needham Market and Felixstowe.  

b) The England Coast Path 

Natural England are currently working on delivering The England Coast Path in 
Suffolk. SLAF is very engaged with this work and members attended a site visit 
with Natural England to hear of progress and issues delivering the path. SLAF 
are interested in the tourism benefits of a new path and the opportunity for an 
East England Coast Path through East Anglia. However, SLAF are very 
concerned over whether estuaries are included in the Path and that the route is 
not truncated at key points. SLAF will continue to advocate an estuarine trail with 
Natural England. A key concern relates to the River Blyth and the Bailey Bridge 
which connects Southwold Harbour with Walberswick and forms a strategic link 
for the Sandlings Walk, the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Path and potentially The 

http://www.suffolkpublicrightsofway.org.uk/suffolk-local-access-forum/
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England Coast Path. The bridge is due for an inspection at a cost of £25k and 
SLAF are very concerned at the financial impact of this inspection and are 
concerned over the long-term viability of this crossing.  

c) Rights of Way Improvement Plan  

SLAF support the work of officers in developing a new strategic plan for 
countryside access. Rights of Way Improvement Plans are a statutory 
requirement for highway authorities and Suffolk’s plan is due to launched in 
2018/19. The plan will focus on how green access will be developed in Suffolk 
with attention to securing funding for access improvements, enabling 
communities to be more active in developing green access, and promoting 
countryside access and the use of the access network through such initiatives as 
the Suffolk Walking Festival.  

d) Review of Open Access Restrictions 

Open Access is land where the public have a right to roam. Nationally this 
includes areas of mountain, moorland, down and heath. In Suffolk this includes 
two areas of heathland: the Sandlings along the coast between Ipswich and 
Southwold; and the Brecks, north of Bury St Edmunds towards the Norfolk 
border. Where there are protected species, specifically ground nesting birds, 
these areas carry seasonal restrictions when the public are not allowed access. 
SLAF are consultees on deciding these restrictions which meet nationally agreed 
criteria based on nesting sites. SLAF fully support efforts by Natural England and 
other partners to protect the landscape for rare species but at the same time see 
educating the public on the relevance of such sites very important and encourage 
the authority to promote Suffolk’s countryside effectively and where necessary 
challenge restrictions if they do not meet the criteria.  

e) DEFRA’s Report on the Future for Food, Farming and the Environment 

DEFRA’s report is a first step towards a new Agriculture Bill that will form the 
basis of the UKs post-Brexit agriculture and environment policy. SLAF welcomed 
the opportunity to comment on the report. SLAF believes the report should be 
bolder, especially in terms of joining up habitats and providing access for health, 
wellbeing and enjoyment benefits. There is concern over urban access to the 
countryside which is particularly important and should be supported. Changes to 
the public rights of way network where the highway authority agrees there is an 
overall public benefit to access, should be supported through payments, 
payments should also be made to remove barriers on public rights of way and to 
improve surfaces, and payments should be made available where land managers 
can add value to the access network, managing public rights of way and creating 
new public and open access.  

f) LAF Regional Meeting 

SLAF welcomed the return of a regional LAF meeting where the chair was able 
to meet chairs and vice chairs of other LAFs in the east of England. This meeting 
allowed the exchange of priorities between LAFs and helped identify common 
ground where LAFs could work together, such as on rail level crossings, the 
England Coast Path and DEFRA’s Report on the Future of Food, Farming and 
the Environment.   
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g) Sizewell C 

SLAF welcomed officers alerting EDF to member’s wish for full involvement at 
stage 3 consultation and look forward to receiving further updates at their 
October 2018 meeting from EDF Energy.  
 

h) 2018 Suffolk Walking Festival 

SLAF were delighted to hear about this year’s Suffolk Walking Festival and are 
impressed with the momentum this event has created. They were especially 
impressed that an economic impact assessment of the event (Cambridge Model) 
estimated an economic impact of £176k into Suffolk’s economy, that 49% of 
participants were enthused to increase their levels of activity and that the event 
has become a pan-Suffolk partnership of authorities, health organisations and 
conservation bodies drawing in sponsorship and support across the county.  

i) Consultations  

1. Natural England Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act Restrictions on 
Open Access land 

2. DEFRA The Future for Food, Farming and the Environment 

3. RSPB Woodland Management 

j) Conference/Training/Meetings/Site Visits:  

SLAF members have attended the following conferences, training sessions, 
meetings or site visits this year: 

1. 17th November 2017 – The England Coast Path public consultation 
Woodbridge Library 

2. 30th November 2017 – The England Coast Path public consultation Hollesley 
Village Hall 

3. 21st June 2018 – East of England Local Access Forum Chair and Vice Chair 
Meeting  

4. 18th July 2018 – Norfolk Local Access Forum 

5. 26th July 2018 – Walberswick and Southwold Harbour to hear from Natural 
England about the delivery of the England Coast Path and from officers on 
issues related to the Bailey Bridge on the River Blyth which connects 
Walberswick and Southwold Harbour. 

k) Working Groups: 

The forum has the following working groups: 
 

Topic  
Membership  

Network Rail Barry Hall, Roley Wilson, Diana Kearsley 

Sizewell C  Barry Hall Anthony Wright, Roley Wilson 

Forests and 
Woodlands 

Gordon Merfield, Anthony Wright, Jane Hatton 

Open Access Barry Hall, Gordon Merfield,  

ROWIP  Roley Wilson, Jane Hatton, Diana Kearsley, Monica 
Pipe  
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Coastal Erosion and 
Access 

Roley Wilson, Barry Hall 

Planning and 
Development 

Jane Storey, Jane Hatton, Anthony Wright 

Agri-Environment 
Schemes 

David Barker, John Wayman 

 
12. Looking Ahead 

Priorities for SLAF over the coming year include: 
a. Investment in Public Rights of Way – to see that investment in the public 

rights of way network and countryside access meet the needs of an increasing 
and ageing population and ensure that all members of society benefit from 
being able to visit and enjoy Suffolk’s countryside. 

b. Network Rail – to continue working with officers and Network Rail to ensure 
that rights of way level crossings are not closed as a first option, but that 
careful consideration is given to alternative solutions that meet the needs of all 
members of society.  

c. The England Coast Path – to continue to liaise with officers and Natural 
England to contribute to the development, management and promotion of a 
new regional coastal path. To ensure as far as possible the trail follows 
estuaries with all the additional benefits that will bring, especially to local 
communities. 

d. Sizewell C – to use the stage 3 consultation to press for the best outcome for 
public access during construction, and a high quality, long-lasting legacy to the 
development.  

e. SLAF Recruitment – SLAF are keen to recruit up to 5 new members to bring 
total membership to 16 and expand on the current spread of knowledge, 
experience and expertise. SLAF are especially keen to see new members with 
a strong background in health and wellbeing, and accessibility.  

f. Rights of Way Improvement Plan – SLAF are keen to see the publication of 
the ROWIP and the emphasis on maintaining and developing infrastructure, 
developing communities and enhanced promotion of the rights of way and 
access network.  

g. Development – to raise awareness by local planning authorities to both 
protecting and enhancing public rights of way both on and off site. 

 
 

Barry Hall 
Chair of Suffolk Local Access Forum 
 
David Barker 
Vice Chair of Suffolk Local Access Forum 
 
September 2018 
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Sources of further information 

a) Suffolk Local Access Forum web pages: 

http://publicrightsofway.onesuffolk.net/suffolk-local-access-forum/ 

b) The Suffolk Rights of Way Improvement Plan:  

http://publicrightsofway.onesuffolk.net/home/rights-of-way-improvement-
plan/ 

c) Local Access Forums: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-access-forums-participate-in-decisions-
on-public-access 

 

 
 

http://publicrightsofway.onesuffolk.net/suffolk-local-access-forum/
http://publicrightsofway.onesuffolk.net/home/rights-of-way-improvement-plan/
http://publicrightsofway.onesuffolk.net/home/rights-of-way-improvement-plan/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-access-forums-participate-in-decisions-on-public-access
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-access-forums-participate-in-decisions-on-public-access
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Appendix A 
Suffolk Local Access Forum – Members Details 
 
SLAF Membership July 2018 
Barry Hall (Chair) – Barry is a retired local government officer with experience of working 
on countryside and rights of way projects. Barry retains an interest in countryside access as 
a member of the RSPB, Suffolk Wildlife Trust and National Trust. Barry has been a 
member of SLAF since October 2007 and Chair since January 2016. 
David Barker (Vice Chair) – With his wide experience within the NFU, CLA and as a 
former Countryside Agency commissioner, David seeks to work to balance all interests in 
countryside access. David is also Chair of Creating the Greenest County. David has been a 
member of SLAF since July 2003 and Vice Chair since April 2010. 
Margaret Hancock A Blue Badge Tourist Guide particularly interested in promoting 
sustainable tourism. Keen to encourage visitors to explore Suffolk by public transport, 
walking and cycling to benefit the local economy and preserve the peace and tranquillity of 
the county. Experience of supporting children and young people with disabilities, enabling 
them to access leisure facilities. Margaret has been a member of SLAF since April 2010. 
Jane Hatton – A horse rider since a child, Jane was born and brought up in Suffolk 
enjoying the countryside both as a keen horse rider and dog walker. Jane has a 
background in Sales and Marketing and works for Intelligent Health. Jane has been a 
member of SLAF since October 2013. 
Cllr Diana Kearsley – With a keen interest in wildlife and preserving Suffolk, Diana has 
specific responsibilities for community issues and is also a member of the ‘Development 
Control’ committee for Mid Suffolk District Council. Cllr Diana Kearsley has been a member 
of SLAF since October 2013. 
Gordon Merfield – With a background in agriculture, since the 1980's Gordon has been 
active in participating and coaching field sports events as well as being interested in the 
wider countryside and walking in foreign countries. Gordon has been a member of SLAF 
since September 2004. 
Monica Pipe – Monica farms just north of Ipswich and has many well-used footpaths on 
her land including the promoted Fynn Valley Walk. Monica has been a member of SLAF 
since July 2003. 
Councillor Jane Storey – SCC Councillor for Thedwastre North, Jane’s interests include 
walking, dog-walking, off-road driving and, being a farmer's daughter, a strong view that 
along with rights come responsibilities. Jane believes that we should preserve our rights of 
way, including byways and bridleways, but not at the expense of common sense.  These 
are an important part of presenting Suffolk as the Greenest County, useful for getting from 
A to B, but also for getting people who do not normally exercise out and about at little or no 
expense. Cllr Jane Storey has been a member of SLAF since October 2009. 
John Wayman – A former district council member farming in the Stour Valley, John now 
contributes to the wider rural picture. John has been a member of SLAF since July 2003. 

Roley Wilson – Roley is actively involved in the promotion of the health benefits of walking 
for all.  He has a lifelong interest in nature and open-air pursuits. During a 33-year police 
career one of his many postings involved being the Wildlife Liaison Officer for Suffolk. He is 
a member of the Ramblers and since retirement has spent an increasing amount of time in 
volunteer activities for that organisation. A keen bird watcher and member of the RSPB and 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust he has a passion for ensuring that everyone has free and responsible 
access to the countryside. Roley has been a member of SLAF since October 2013. 
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Anthony Wright – A long-term cyclist and walker, Anthony has worked with several local 
authorities on the production of cycling and walking publications and works part time with 
the sustainable transport charity Sustrans. Anthony has been a member of SLAF since July 
2003. 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:   SLAF Annual Report 2017-2018 

Meeting:  25th October 2018 

Author/Contact: David Falk 

Venue: The Pykkerell Inn, High Street, Ixworth IP31 2HH 

 
 
Minute of Cabinet 11-09-2018 
 
Cllr Evans introduced Barry Hall as Chair of SLAF and referred to his background, setting 
up SLAF when he worked for Suffolk County Council. She commented on a recent article in 
the EADT of a Sport England report that 30% of Suffolk residents walk less than 10 
minutes a week. She supported the work of the forum, and the contribution of Public Rights 
of Way to tourism and health. Cllr Evans welcomed the role of the forum in holding the 
council to account and thanked them for their support on Public Rights of Way, Network 
Rail and Sizewell. 
 
Barry Hall presented the SLAF Annual Report.  
 
There were no questions.  
 
Cllr McGregor raised an issue with Network Rail stating how unfortunate it was that a 
government organisation hadn’t more ability to engage with a local authority. He said they 
seem to reinvent the wheel every time they consult. He acknowledged that safety is 
important but there needed to be more co-operation as them as a government body and us 
as the local body.  
 
The report was accepted by Cabinet. 
 


