
Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Agenda 

Meeting Date: 10 April 2014 

Author/Contact: David Falk 

Venue: Walberswick Village Hall 

 
   Paper Number 

1. 10.00 Site Visit – Walberswick and Tidal Surge 
 

 

2. 12.30 Lunch – The Anchor, Walberswick 
 

 

3. 2.00 Welcome, apologies and housekeeping 
 

 

4.  Minutes of previous meeting  
 

LAF 14/08 

5.  Declaration of interest 
 

6. 2.10 Suffolk Estuary Defence and Right of Way 
Trial 
Trazar Astley-Reid, Suffolk Estuaries Officer, 
Suffolk Coast and Heaths AONB 
 

Presentation 
 
LAF 14/09 

7. 2.45 Sizewell C 
 

Presentation 

8. 3.15 Network Rail 
 

LAF 14/10  
 

9. 3.30 Update / Correspondence 
 National LAF Report 
 Regional LAF meeting 
 Natural England Open Access Statutory 

Review 
 NNR Westleton Heath 
 Letter from Dan Rogerson MP, DEFRA 

 

 
LAF 14/11  
Verbal – DF  
Verbal – DF  
 
Verbal – DF 
LAF 14/12 
 

10. 3.50 Member’s Topic/Any Other Business 
 

 

11. 3.55 Public question time  
 

 

12. 4.00 Dates & Venues of Future Meetings 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Minutes of meeting held at West Suffolk House 
 on 30 January 2014 

Meeting Date: 10 April 2014 

Author/Contact: Jackie Gillis 

Venue: Walberswick 

 
 

Suffolk Local Access Forum Induction 
The meeting was preceded by an Induction for the new members; several current members 
also attended.  Presentations were given by Andrew Woodin on public rights of way and 
access in Suffolk; Steve Kerr on the role of the definitive map team; Annette Robinson and 
Glyn French on the role of protecting and maintaining the network; David Falk on improving 
and promoting the network and access to the countryside. 
 
 
1. Welcome, apologies and housekeeping 

Present:  Bryan Collen (Chair) (BC), David Barker (Vice-Chair) (DB), Melinda Appleby 
(MA), Annette Ellis (AE), Margaret Hancock (MH), Barry Hall (BH), Jane Hatton (JH), Cllr 
Diana Kersley (DK), Gordon Merfield (GM), Alan Moore (AM), Monica Pipe (MP), Cllr Jane 
Storey (JS), Roland Wilson (RW), Anthony Wright (AWR), Mike Taylor (MT), Richard 
Powell (RP). 
 
SCC Officers Present:  Jackie Gillis (minutes), David Falk (DF), Andrew Woodin (AW), 
Annette Robinson (AR). 
 
Apologies:  John Wayman (JW) 
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting (LAF 13/30) 
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed to be an accurate record. 
 
Matters arising:  MA was concerned that permissive paths could be ploughed up with 
changes to stewardship schemes.  DB advised the new stewardship schemes do not 
include permissive access.  Some may remain in a loose arrangement.  Lack of funding 
would mean some landowners will end permissive access. 
 

3. Declaration of interest 
AWr expressed an interest from Sustrans in agenda item 6 and 12. 
 

4. Introductions 
RP was welcomed to SLAF.  RP said he was a geologist by trade and had previously been 
Regional Director of RSPB and then National Trust, and was now Chief Executive of 
Healthy Ambitions Suffolk.  His passion is in creating landscapes of which he has created 
several, including RSPB Lakenheath Fen. 
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5. Wild Anglia 
RP is the Chair of Wild Anglia.  RP explained how Wild Anglia came into being receiving 
assistance from DEFRA and Natural England. The work of Wild Anglia underpins tourism 
and quality of life in this area.  Wild Anglia’s priorities include health and wellbeing, and 
access. 
 
JS asked where its funding came from and was advised it was through sponsorships, 
grants and they were currently submitting a bid to the National Lottery. 
 
AW noted SLAF had wanted to be represented on the board, and SCC was therefore very 
pleased that RP was a member of SLAF. 
 
 

6. Network Rail (LAF 14/01, LAF 14/02, LAF 14/03) 
BC and AW met with Cllr Graham Newman, Cabinet Member Roads and Transport to raise 
concerns over the railway crossings at Felixstowe and Needham Market.  Network Rail 
refused to construct a crossing at Needham Market which would be suitable for all 
pedestrian users.  It was felt that NR had an obligation to provide a suitable crossing. 
 
BC, AW and Cllr Newman have a meeting with Network Rail planned for the 12th March.  
Public Rights of Way need to be protected in an appropriate manner.  AW believed BC’s 
action of writing a letter on behalf of SLAF has prompted this meeting. 
 
SLAF is leading the country on severance issues and BC asked for a volunteer to attend 
the National Local Access Conference in Durham as Network Rail is on the agenda.   
 
ACTION: Please advise SCC Officers if you are able to attend the National LAF 
Conference. 
 
AWr explained closures affecting the Cambridge line have national cycle routes over them.  
AWr feels SLAF should challenge all proposals. 
 
DB questioned whether there was any S106 monies, AWr confirmed there wasn’t. 
 
BC will raise the issue of Great Barton at the meeting on 12th March.  AW stated St 
Edmundsbury planners are keen to see the FP and accessible structure on the existing 
alignment. 
 
BC thanked AW for his support. 
 

7. Storm / Flood Damage (LAF 14/04) 
Annette Robinson, East Area Rights of Way Manager, gave a presentation of photographs 
to support the paper. 
 
There was a discussion on who was responsible for the maintenance and repair of the 
flood walls and how funding could be achieved to help repair the damage to the PROW 
network.  The worst hit areas are those which are crucial to the local economy in terms of 
tourism as well the health benefits of walking. 
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AW felt it would be beneficial to accelerate the Coastal Access scheme in this county as 
the scheme would allow for roll back and better protect our routes. 
 
Members felt the forum should intervene. 
 
ACTION:  The forum to write to the coastal MPs Peter Aldous, Therese Coffey and Tim 
Yeo to seek help in obtaining funding for repair work.  Letter to be copied to SCC cabinet 
member with a covering letter. 
 
AE asked whether the path closures were on the website. 
 
AR confirmed they were on the Suffolk Coasts and Heath’s website and the SCC website, 
although the information on the SCC website was contained in a spreadsheet. 
 
ACTION:  DF to put closure information and a link to Suffolk Coast & Heath website on the 
home page of Discover Suffolk. 
 
BC thanked AR for her presentation. 
 

8. Regional LAF Chair and Vice Chair Meeting (LAF 14/05 and LAF14/06) 
DB suggested a photo of the A11 underpass should be published. 
 
ACTION:  DF to send photo for the LAF newsletter. 
 

9. Sizewell C  (LAF14/07, LAF14/07 appendix 1 and LAF 14/07 appendix 2) 
AW stressed that SLAF needed to input into and endorse the draft access principles. 
 
RP knows the area well and believes it is a tremendous opportunity to improve off road 
access.   
 
The economic value of access and health & wellbeing in this area is very high.  It is 
therefore important that EDF know early on in the proceedings what the access priorities 
are. 
 
The Forum felt this would be an amazing opportunity to create safe off road access, in 
particular the creation of a bridleway along the old railway track from Leiston to Aldeburgh. 
 
DK suggested it was important to consult with the local communities and parish councils; 
SLAF members agreed. 
 
Also need to ensure routes are accessible for people with disabilities. 
 
ACTION:  SLAF endorse the draft access principles. 
 

10. CAP Consultation 
AW advised that the result of the consultation was published.  DEFRA had opted to transfer 
12% (out of 15%) of funds from direct payments to rural development schemes as part of 
CAP reform. 
 
MP noted the lack of reference to Access. 
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11. Budget 2014/15 

AW reported the budget was likely to be reduced by £100,000 in 2014/15, for the 
department as a whole it was only 10% but the cut would be in the Definitive Map Team, 
which equates to 30% of their budget.  The council needs to save £156m over four years. 
 

12. Update / Correspondence 
 
Mildenhall 
DF reported the scheme was progressing well, within budget and on time.  The finish date 
is still set for the end of February with an official launch in March.  There has already been 
an increase in the use of the route, including people with pushchairs and using 
wheelchairs.  There have been many favourable comments as people have seen progress 
made and the quality of work to date. 
 
DK questioned how schemes got prioritised. 
 
DF explained how the Dept of Transport set the criteria in conjunction with Sustrans and 
this was one of three schemes put forward (two of the three schemes in Suffolk were 
successful).  The scheme had been on the books for several years and was supported by 
the local parishes and councillors. 
 
BC congratulated DF in being successful in securing funding. 
 
2014 Suffolk Walking Festival 
DF advised this year’s festival was between the 10th May and the 1st June and consists of 
79 walks. The Festival brochures have gone to print and should be available late February. 
 
The Discover Suffolk Challenge Walk will follow the Angles Way.  The Suffolk Magazine 
and BBC Radio Suffolk media partners for the festival. 
 
AE suggested that maybe funding could be raised from the Festival to help repair some of 
the flood damage.  DF suggested a visitor payback scheme could be considered. 
 
Ipswich Cord Update 
AWr explained the Ipswich Cord project for the benefit of the new members.  The design for 
an elevated walkway over the sluice is underway and works are due to commence in 2014.  
Cost are not yet known; Sustrans are hoping for funding from Network Rail to do the works. 
 

13. Member’s Topic/Any Other Business – nothing was raised. 
 

14. Public Question Time – no members of the public attended. 
 

15. Dates and Venues of Future Meetings 
 
10th April Site visit to Walberswick, meeting in Walberswick. 
17th July Venue TBC 
16th October Venue TBC 
 
End 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Suffolk Estuary Defence and Right of Way Trial 

Meeting Date: 10 April 2014 

Author/Contact: David Falk 

Venue: Walberswick Village Hall 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Network Rail 

Meeting Date: 10 April 2014 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin 

Venue: Walberswick Village Hall 

 
Introduction 
 
One of the local access forum’s priorities is to address the severance of public rights 
of way by trunk roads and railway lines. Progress on railway crossings has been 
reported previously to the forum, including at two of the three sites below, and this 
paper provides and update. 
 
Needham Market  
 

 
 
Needham Market Gipsy Lane and FP6  
 
At its meeting in January, it was reported that the chairman would be meeting with 
Network Rail and Cllr Newman to lobby for an accessible structure to replace the two 
public footpath level crossings.  
 
This meeting took place on 17th February. Present were Bryan Collen, the chairman 
of the Suffolk Local Access Forum, Gavin Armstrong (Director, Route Asset 
Management), Rob Bolton (Commercial Scheme Sponsor) from NR and Councillor 
Graham Newman, Alan Thorndyke and Andrew Woodin from SCC. At the meeting, 
Mr Armstrong emphasised that NR fully intended to install a steps only footbridge at 
Gipsy Lane, with line possessions booked for August, and reiterated this decision 
was driven by site and not financial constraints.  
 
The forum’s chair made it clear SLAF are very opposed to a steps only footbridge 
replacing the two level crossings and from his site visit earlier that day believed local 
residents are opposed too.  A steps only footbridge would be very detrimental to 
local residents’ quality of life. The chair asked why is it not possible to construct a 
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tunnel, and noted SLAF are prepared to object to orders if necessary. Cllr Newman 
and officers voiced the county council’s concerns and opposition to a steps only 
replacement to the level crossings. Alan Thorndyke and Cllr Newman asked NR if an 
equalities impact assessment had been undertaken for a steps only footbridge and 
stressed the importance of this happening, Mr Bolton indicated it had not. The focus 
of the meeting was whether an underpass could be provided at FP6, which was the 
most suitable location as the railway there is on an embankment.  
 
The outcome of the meeting was that SCC’s consultants would review the 
engineering detail behind NR’s “GRIP 3” engineering report as to why an underpass 
at FP6 has been ruled out, and engage with the landowners whether they will 
accommodate the necessary works, in the interests of retaining access for the town. 
The meeting would then reconvene in 4 weeks time for a final decision. 
 
Following the meeting, SCC’s engineers advised it is feasible to install a subway at 
FP6 and at Gipsy Lane, although the latter location would be more challenging to 
engineer and more disruptive to the railway.  
 
What has become very clear is the local community’s preference for an accessible 
crossing at Gipsy Lane rather than at FP6. This has been expressed through emails 
and a local campaign.  
 
The meeting between the county council, SLAF and NR reconvened on 27th March 
2014, when Cllrs Graham Newman and Mary Evans, with Steve Kerr, Andrew 
Woodin and  Alan Thorndyke, met with Bryan Collen, SLAF chairman, and Steve 
Day, Liability Negotiations Adviser, Network Rail. At the meeting, the county council 
and Mr Collen stressed again the importance of the local community being able to 
safely and accessibly cross the railway line to enjoy the local countryside and be 
able to walk to Creeting parish. There is strong local feeling, including a very recent 
written objection to a stepped bridge from Creeting St Mary parish council, and 
media coverage, including the concerns of the Suffolk Coalition of Disabled People, 
as well as a local campaign for an underpass at Gipsy Lane. It is very clear the local 
community’s preference is for an accessible crossing at Gipsy Lane rather than at 
FP6, and the county council’s own engineers are of the view that an underpass there 
is, whilst not without challenges, feasible. 
 
The outcome of the meeting was that Mr Day agreed NR would reconsider the 
underpass option at Gipsy Lane.  Rob Bolton, NR Commercial Scheme Sponsor, 
has subsequently been in contact with the county council and requested information 
on dimensions and other details it would like to see included in a feasibility study into 
a Gipsy Lane underpass.  
 
This positive news must caveated that both Messrs Day and Bolton have stated they 
are awaiting approval from their director on the feasibility study, at the time of writing 
this has not been received. 
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Great Barton BR 12 
 

 
 
NR propose to replace the level crossing between Bury St Edmunds and Thurston 
with a ramped and stepped bridge. A planning application was submitted in 
November 2013 but subsequently withdrawn due to adverse comments from 
Sustrans and a local resident. The county council is concerned NR’s proposed 
gradients of 1 in 12 are steep in a location close to Bury and Thurston, with its 
secondary school, and on a national cycle route. NR met with SCC in March to 
discuss its concerns and explain why it is so constrained on the gradient of the 
ramps. At the time of writing the county council is considering whether it will object to 
1 in 12 ramps if these are included in the revised planning application.  
 
Cattishall  
 

 
 
So far, this crossing had not been a high priority for NR, although it is a crossing they 
would like to close. The surrounding area, on the edge of Moreton Hall, is in St 
Edmundsbury’s Vision 31 master plan as an area of continued housing and industrial 
expansion, and SCC and St Eds BC have been working together to ensure an 
accessible, on line structure is provided within the development brief to ensure the 
increasing numbers of users continue to have a convenient route to and from the 
Mount Road cycle path, whether travelling east or west, or south to the proposed 
future development on that side of the road.  
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NR’s preference is to close the level crossing and divert users to an existing 
underpass c.420m to the west. Neither SCC nor SEBC consider the resultant dog 
leg diversion to be convenient or likely to encourage sustainable travel or healthier 
lifestyles.  
 
Sadly, on 24th March, at about 9.00am, a cyclist using the level crossing was struck 
by a west bound train and died at the scene. A coroner’s report is being prepared.  
 
A Network Rail spokesperson said: "Network Rail remains committed to reducing 
level crossing risk as much as possible and we have invested £131m to upgrade or 
close more than 700 level crossings nationwide since 2010, with a further 500 
planned in the next five years. As part of this, we continue to examine and assess 
level crossings in the Anglia route". 
 
The county council will continue to work with Network Rail and SEBC on this 
crossing to ensure the right balance is reached between line safety and public 
access.  
 
 
 
END  
 

AW/SCC  
April  2014 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  National LAF Report 

Meeting Date: 10 April 2014 

Author/Contact: David Falk 

Venue: Walberswick Village Hall 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Letter from Dan Rogerson MP, DEFRA 

Meeting Date: 10 April 2014 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin 

Venue: Walberswick Village Hall 

 




