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   Paper Number 

1. 2.45 CLOSED SESSSION – NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC 
• Open Access Restrictions 
• MOD Consultation 
• NE NNR 

 

Papers will be handed 
out at the meeting 

2. 3.00 Welcome, apologies and housekeeping  

3.  Minutes of previous meeting  LAF12/35  

4.  Declaration of interest  

5. 3.10 Issues Affecting a Walk in the Countryside 
Sharon Berry, Public Rights of Way Officer, Mid 
Suffolk District Council 
 

Presentation 

6. 3.25 Countryside Access and Health  
Saraid Cann, Professional Advisor, Adult and 
Community Services, Suffolk County Council 
 

Presentation 
 

7. 3.50 National Institute for Health and Clinical 
Excellence (NICE) 
 

LAF13/01 – DF   

8. 4.00 Triennial Review of the Environment Agency and 
Natural England 
 

LAF13/02 – AW  

9. 4.10 LAF Chairs’ and Vice Chairs’ East of England 
Meeting  
LAF National Conference 2013  
 

LAF13/03 – DF 
 
LAF13/04 – DF   

10. 4.20 Updates: 
• A11 Fiveways to Thetford Improvement 

Scheme  
• Independent Panel on Forestry  
• Sizewell C Public Consultation 
• Wild Anglia 
• Gating Order Consultation 

 

 
LAF13/05 – AW  
 
LAF13/06 – AW  
LAF13/07 – AW  
LAF13/08 – DF  
Verbal – DF 

11. 4.50 Any Other Business  

12. 4.55 Public question time   

13. 5.00 Dates & Venues of Future Meetings 
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DF stated the paper was for information and concerned a proposed dog control 
order at Aspal Close Local Nature Reserve, which SCC and SLAF had no objection 
to. 
 

13. Membership – renewal and recruitment 
 
AW advised that a number of memberships were up for renewal in April, July and 
October 2013 and SCC was considering another round of recruitment.  One or two 
expressions of interest have been received from the public. 
 
BC stated it would be helpful is anyone no longer wishes to remain a member of 
SLAF to let DF/AW know. 
 
ACTION:  ALL Advise DF/AW if you don’t wish to renew membership of SLAF. 
 
DB said he felt attendance at the SLAF forum was very good and it was important 
that potential new members would support and attend the forum in the same way. 
 

14. Any Other Business 
 
AWr advised that Sustrans were meeting with Network Rail and The Environment 
Agency (EA) regarding the Ipswich Chord.  EA no longer required the sluice, which 
meant a ramp would no longer be required on the path.  EA are keen to have the 
sluice removed as soon as possible. 
 
BC thanked CK for attending and presenting at SLAF. 
 

15. Public question time 
 
There was one member of the public, Gemma Marriage, present. 
 

16. Dates and Venues of Future Meetings 
 
24th January 2013 West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 
18th April 2013 tba 
11th July 2013 tba 
17th October 2013 Elveden Village Hall 
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AWr stated access to Bath Street would be advantageous and the proposals were a 
definite improvement for cyclists but there was still an anomaly at Foundry Street 
and Bridge Street, which was an accident hotspot. 
 
BC asked if anyone had any issues with the proposals, he felt they made sense. 
 
BC confirmed there were no objections to the proposals. 
 
AW stated signing around the waterfront would need to be addressed once the 
outcome of the traffic order process was known. 
 

12. Updates/correspondence 
 
Trunk Roads - A11 
The second project newsletter from the Highways Agency was handed out. 
AW stated the main works would commence early next year but the minor access 
work with the assistance of the Elveden Estate had already started. 
 
The discussions about the diversion of the bridleway north of the memorial had 
already started with Elveden Estate and AW didn’t expect any objections from user 
groups. 
 
DB suggested a SLAF meeting at Elveden Village Hall next autumn and a site visit 
to review the works. 
 
Trunk Roads – A14 
 
AW stated the authority had concerns about the A14 crossing at Bramford and 
would be formally writing to the Highways Agency requesting funding into a 
feasibility study into providing a bridge. 
 
AWr stated this had already been carried out a couple of times and Atkins had gone 
into considerable detail, one example was the bridge at Felixstowe. 
 
ACTION:  SLAF to write to Highway Agency concerning the A14 crossing at 
Bramford. 
 
Regional LAF Chair Meeting  
BC will attend the meeting on 15th November. 
 
ACTION:  DF to send details and agenda to BC. 
 
National LAF Conference 
The conference is to be held on 27th February 2013 at 9.30, venue to be confirmed 
but details should be available by the next SLAF meeting in January. 
 
ACTION:  DF to circulate details once issued. 
 
Forest Heath DC Dog Control Order (LAF 12/34) 
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ACTION:  DF to draft response on behalf of SLAF identifying aspirations for higher 
rights to cater for horse riding and cycling and requesting further information on the 
process NE intends to follow. 
 
Review of dog restrictions (LAF 12/30) 
DF advised that current restrictions concerning keeping dogs on leads until end of 
August remains in place. 
 
Access Restrictions 
Restrictions are usually reviewed annually although this has not happened for a 
couple of years.  There is a teleconference being held at Endeavour House, 1pm on 
Wednesday 24th October to assess current restrictions.  BH and GM agreed to 
attend. 
 
Mapping Review 
DF advised that Natural England have stated their review would be a ‘light touch’.  
 
DB commented that Suffolk is the only place in the world that Stone Curlews are 
increasing and that the county pioneered the conservation success. 
 

9. Independent Panel on Forestry (LAF 12/31) 
AW confirmed that two letters were written to MPs but no response had been 
received.  Both AW and BC felt this was disappointing. 
 
There is no news on a formal response; this will probably be next year. 
 

10. Local Nature Partnership – Wild Anglia (LAF 12/32) 
 
The event was attended by AW and MA who felt there was a lot of enthusiasm. 
 
AW provided feedback stating it would be a funded partnership eventually becoming 
a not-for-profit charity. 
 
BC said it was full of good intentions but was concerned that with so many groups 
after funding, there wouldn’t be much to go around.  Whilst it had the support of 
SLAF, the forum was concerned at the lack of information on how it would be 
represented in the partnership. 
 
JS questioned whether Norfolk had heard anything, CK believes Norfolk LAF is 
involved and will investigate. 
 
ACTION:  SLAF to write formally to Wild Anglia to request further information on 
representation. 
 

11. Ipswich Waterfront (LAF 12/33) 
 
AW discussed the proposals and explained that orders would be made on traffic 
management which would go out to public consultation. A taxi rank and disabled 
access are being considered at part of this. 
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JS asked if QR code would be used and was advised this was being investigated. 
 
MA asked how much of the 92 mile route was in Suffolk.  CK advised approx 65%. 
 
AW stressed the project would be a joint delivery. 
 
BC thanked CK for both presentations, stating both were excellent and interesting. 
 

6. The Suffolk Coast and Estuaries Community Conference 2012 
 
BC fed back on his attendance at the conference stating his concerns of funding to 
allow access and the prediction that there was to be a 1953 type flood every 10 
years in 100 years time.  He felt there were issues that needed to be dealt with as 
soon as possible, and questioned NE’s assertion that only 1% of spending on flood 
defences was spent on conservation. 
 

7. Suffolk Local Access Forum Annual Report 2011-2012 
(LAF 12/26, 27 and 28). 
 
BC felt that the report was well received by Cabinet and commented that Suffolk 
County Council and SLAF have a very constructive relationship.  He thanked JS for 
her support at the Cabinet meeting. 
 
DF confirmed that a summary of the report (LAF 12/28) has ben sent to Natural 
England.  He also advised the forum that all papers are now available online via the 
SLAF website – http://publicrightsofway.onesuffolk.net/suffolk-local-access-forum 
 

8. Open Access 
 
Natural England National Nature Reserves (LAF 12/29) 
 
DF explained that Natural England are intending to dedicate their National Nature 
Reserves (NNR) as Open Access land. In Suffolk sites are Cavenham Heath, 
Westleton Heath and Suffolk Coast.  Cavenham Heath and Westleton Heath are 
already designated as Open Access; the Suffolk Coast NNR lies between 
Walberswick and Dunwich including Westwood and Dingle Marshes. 
 
NE will consult with SCC and SLAF and other stakeholders before discussing with 
the Senior Reserve Manager any opportunities for higher rights to allow cycling and 
equestrian use of the NNR.  DF suggested there were opportunities for waymarked 
circular routes for horse riding and cycling in Cavenham Heath and Westleton 
Heath. 
 
BC suggested a dialogue should be opened and was supported by GM. 
AWr asked if the car parks could cater for the provision of horseboxes, DF didn’t see 
that as a problem. AW noted the process NE would need to follow wasn’t entirely 
clear.  
 
The response for Westleton Heath is due March 2013, Cavenham Heath by March 
2014 and Suffolk Coast by March 2015.  
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detailing the route to use.  This report has now gone to public consultation with hard 
copies available for view at county council, district council and parish council offices 
as well as libraries. 
 
CK noted spreading room had been a contentious issue with land managers.  
Natural England was tending not to pursue this on the landward side, but the 
seaward side was less contentious. 
 
The final report, which is stage 5 of 10 of Implementation, is due by the summer of 
2013, when landowners will be able to raise any objections.  The Secretary of State 
will determine the final outcome. 
 
Stage 8, preparation and commencement of rights will be funded by Natural 
England.  Funding for Stage 9, maintenance, management and monitoring is under 
review.  
 
The second stretch from Sea Palling to Hopton-on-Sea is due to start in 2012.  
Currently Natural England has programmed the next stretch from Norfolk into 
Lincolnshire during 2014-2017. 
 
BC raised the issued of caravan parks and development. 
 
CK reported that development takes priority.  Caravan parks and golf courses are 
not exempted land.  Norfolk have 14 caravan parks and CK found some park owners 
are happy for the coastal path to pass through their parks as they could see 
expected revenue from passing trade calling in at their shop/café.  Although there 
are issues with some parks which are not operational through the winter months as 
they are secured. 
 
JS questioned whether anything could be done beforehand where cliffs are at risk of 
erosion.  CK explained the roll back system, which is to the next hard boundary. 
 
JW and GM raised their concerns over the cost of implementation by local 
authorities, especially as there is 220 miles of Suffolk coastline. 
 

5. Angles Way Project 
 
CK then gave a presentation on The Angles Way Experience.   
 
Norfolk County Council have received funding under the Rural Development 
Programme England (RDPE) for the Waveney Valley.  The main objectives are to 
promote The Angles Way as the green corridor linking market towns from Great 
Yarmouth to Thetford; improving access and engaging local businesses.  The key 
areas are to replace stiles with gates, improve waymarking and raising the profile of 
the route. 
 
BC stated that he rated this interesting route highly and was keen that the paths 
were kept natural.  CK confirmed there would be little change and the key priority 
was accessibility.  
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Minutes of meeting held at Beccles Town Hall, 18th 
October 2012  

Meeting Date: 24th January 2013 

Author/Contact: Jackie Gillis 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 

 
1. Welcome, apologies and housekeeping 

Present:  Bryan Collen (Chair) (BC), David Barker (Vice-Chair) (DB), Melinda 
Appleby (MA), Barry Hall (BH), Gordon Merfield (GM), Monica Pipe (MP), Norman 
Southgate (NS), Anthony Wright (AWR), John Wayman (JW), Cllr Jane Storey (JS), 
Alan Moore (AM). 
 
SCC Officers Present:  David Falk (DF), Andrew Woodin (AW), Jackie Gillis 
(minutes) 
 
Apologies:  Mike Taylor, Ann Langley, Cllr Sandy Martin, Margaret Hancock 
 
Guests:  Carrie Kerry, Countryside Officer Norfolk County Council  
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting (LAF 12/25) 
 The minutes of the meeting were agreed to be an accurate record. 
 
 Item 2: AW confirmed the Suffolk Coast paths undergo two cuts a year. 
 Item 6 Huddle:  AW confirmed there are now 4 licensed users at Suffolk County 

Council; himself, DF, Jackie Gillis and Jill Christley.  AW is finding Huddle useful and 
is circulating relevant information to members. 
Item 7 Suffolk Road-Rail Partnership:  AWr commented that Network Rail had 
agreed to take forward the proposal for a new bridleway bridge at Heath Road Great 
Barton.  
 

3. Declaration of interest 
 None declared. 
 
4. Coastal Access 

 
BC welcomed Carrie Kerry (CK) to the meeting. 
 
CK introduced herself as Norfolk County Council Countryside Officer and gave a 
presentation on Coastal Access in Norfolk.  Norfolk is a lead county for implementing 
coastal access. 
 
The first stretch from Weybourne to Sea Palling has been walked and all information 
such as landowners, land condition and issues has been recorded on a Trimble GPS 
system.  This information is then fed into a computer which produces a report 
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DF stated the paper was for information and concerned a proposed dog control 
order at Aspal Close Local Nature Reserve, which SCC and SLAF had no objection 
to. 
 

13. Membership – renewal and recruitment 
 
AW advised that a number of memberships were up for renewal in April, July and 
October 2013 and SCC was considering another round of recruitment.  One or two 
expressions of interest have been received from the public. 
 
BC stated it would be helpful is anyone no longer wishes to remain a member of 
SLAF to let DF/AW know. 
 
ACTION:  ALL Advise DF/AW if you don’t wish to renew membership of SLAF. 
 
DB said he felt attendance at the SLAF forum was very good and it was important 
that potential new members would support and attend the forum in the same way. 
 

14. Any Other Business 
 
AWr advised that Sustrans were meeting with Network Rail and The Environment 
Agency (EA) regarding the Ipswich Chord.  EA no longer required the sluice, which 
meant a ramp would no longer be required on the path.  EA are keen to have the 
sluice removed as soon as possible. 
 
BC thanked CK for attending and presenting at SLAF. 
 

15. Public question time 
 
There was one member of the public, Gemma Marriage, present. 
 

16. Dates and Venues of Future Meetings 
 
24th January 2013 West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 
18th April 2013 tba 
11th July 2013 tba 
17th October 2013 Elveden Village Hall 
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AWr stated access to Bath Street would be advantageous and the proposals were a 
definite improvement for cyclists but there was still an anomaly at Foundry Street 
and Bridge Street, which was an accident hotspot. 
 
BC asked if anyone had any issues with the proposals, he felt they made sense. 
 
BC confirmed there were no objections to the proposals. 
 
AW stated signing around the waterfront would need to be addressed once the 
outcome of the traffic order process was known. 
 

12. Updates/correspondence 
 
Trunk Roads - A11 
The second project newsletter from the Highways Agency was handed out. 
AW stated the main works would commence early next year but the minor access 
work with the assistance of the Elveden Estate had already started. 
 
The discussions about the diversion of the bridleway north of the memorial had 
already started with Elveden Estate and AW didn’t expect any objections from user 
groups. 
 
DB suggested a SLAF meeting at Elveden Village Hall next autumn and a site visit 
to review the works. 
 
Trunk Roads – A14 
 
AW stated the authority had concerns about the A14 crossing at Bramford and 
would be formally writing to the Highways Agency requesting funding into a 
feasibility study into providing a bridge. 
 
AWr stated this had already been carried out a couple of times and Atkins had gone 
into considerable detail, one example was the bridge at Felixstowe. 
 
ACTION:  SLAF to write to Highway Agency concerning the A14 crossing at 
Bramford. 
 
Regional LAF Chair Meeting  
BC will attend the meeting on 15th November. 
 
ACTION:  DF to send details and agenda to BC. 
 
National LAF Conference 
The conference is to be held on 27th February 2013 at 9.30, venue to be confirmed 
but details should be available by the next SLAF meeting in January. 
 
ACTION:  DF to circulate details once issued. 
 
Forest Heath DC Dog Control Order (LAF 12/34) 
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ACTION:  DF to draft response on behalf of SLAF identifying aspirations for higher 
rights to cater for horse riding and cycling and requesting further information on the 
process NE intends to follow. 
 
Review of dog restrictions (LAF 12/30) 
DF advised that current restrictions concerning keeping dogs on leads until end of 
August remains in place. 
 
Access Restrictions 
Restrictions are usually reviewed annually although this has not happened for a 
couple of years.  There is a teleconference being held at Endeavour House, 1pm on 
Wednesday 24th October to assess current restrictions.  BH and GM agreed to 
attend. 
 
Mapping Review 
DF advised that Natural England have stated their review would be a ‘light touch’.  
 
DB commented that Suffolk is the only place in the world that Stone Curlews are 
increasing and that the county pioneered the conservation success. 
 

9. Independent Panel on Forestry (LAF 12/31) 
AW confirmed that two letters were written to MPs but no response had been 
received.  Both AW and BC felt this was disappointing. 
 
There is no news on a formal response; this will probably be next year. 
 

10. Local Nature Partnership – Wild Anglia (LAF 12/32) 
 
The event was attended by AW and MA who felt there was a lot of enthusiasm. 
 
AW provided feedback stating it would be a funded partnership eventually becoming 
a not-for-profit charity. 
 
BC said it was full of good intentions but was concerned that with so many groups 
after funding, there wouldn’t be much to go around.  Whilst it had the support of 
SLAF, the forum was concerned at the lack of information on how it would be 
represented in the partnership. 
 
JS questioned whether Norfolk had heard anything, CK believes Norfolk LAF is 
involved and will investigate. 
 
ACTION:  SLAF to write formally to Wild Anglia to request further information on 
representation. 
 

11. Ipswich Waterfront (LAF 12/33) 
 
AW discussed the proposals and explained that orders would be made on traffic 
management which would go out to public consultation. A taxi rank and disabled 
access are being considered at part of this. 
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JS asked if QR code would be used and was advised this was being investigated. 
 
MA asked how much of the 92 mile route was in Suffolk.  CK advised approx 65%. 
 
AW stressed the project would be a joint delivery. 
 
BC thanked CK for both presentations, stating both were excellent and interesting. 
 

6. The Suffolk Coast and Estuaries Community Conference 2012 
 
BC fed back on his attendance at the conference stating his concerns of funding to 
allow access and the prediction that there was to be a 1953 type flood every 10 
years in 100 years time.  He felt there were issues that needed to be dealt with as 
soon as possible, and questioned NE’s assertion that only 1% of spending on flood 
defences was spent on conservation. 
 

7. Suffolk Local Access Forum Annual Report 2011-2012 
(LAF 12/26, 27 and 28). 
 
BC felt that the report was well received by Cabinet and commented that Suffolk 
County Council and SLAF have a very constructive relationship.  He thanked JS for 
her support at the Cabinet meeting. 
 
DF confirmed that a summary of the report (LAF 12/28) has ben sent to Natural 
England.  He also advised the forum that all papers are now available online via the 
SLAF website – http://publicrightsofway.onesuffolk.net/suffolk-local-access-forum 
 

8. Open Access 
 
Natural England National Nature Reserves (LAF 12/29) 
 
DF explained that Natural England are intending to dedicate their National Nature 
Reserves (NNR) as Open Access land. In Suffolk sites are Cavenham Heath, 
Westleton Heath and Suffolk Coast.  Cavenham Heath and Westleton Heath are 
already designated as Open Access; the Suffolk Coast NNR lies between 
Walberswick and Dunwich including Westwood and Dingle Marshes. 
 
NE will consult with SCC and SLAF and other stakeholders before discussing with 
the Senior Reserve Manager any opportunities for higher rights to allow cycling and 
equestrian use of the NNR.  DF suggested there were opportunities for waymarked 
circular routes for horse riding and cycling in Cavenham Heath and Westleton 
Heath. 
 
BC suggested a dialogue should be opened and was supported by GM. 
AWr asked if the car parks could cater for the provision of horseboxes, DF didn’t see 
that as a problem. AW noted the process NE would need to follow wasn’t entirely 
clear.  
 
The response for Westleton Heath is due March 2013, Cavenham Heath by March 
2014 and Suffolk Coast by March 2015.  
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detailing the route to use.  This report has now gone to public consultation with hard 
copies available for view at county council, district council and parish council offices 
as well as libraries. 
 
CK noted spreading room had been a contentious issue with land managers.  
Natural England was tending not to pursue this on the landward side, but the 
seaward side was less contentious. 
 
The final report, which is stage 5 of 10 of Implementation, is due by the summer of 
2013, when landowners will be able to raise any objections.  The Secretary of State 
will determine the final outcome. 
 
Stage 8, preparation and commencement of rights will be funded by Natural 
England.  Funding for Stage 9, maintenance, management and monitoring is under 
review.  
 
The second stretch from Sea Palling to Hopton-on-Sea is due to start in 2012.  
Currently Natural England has programmed the next stretch from Norfolk into 
Lincolnshire during 2014-2017. 
 
BC raised the issued of caravan parks and development. 
 
CK reported that development takes priority.  Caravan parks and golf courses are 
not exempted land.  Norfolk have 14 caravan parks and CK found some park owners 
are happy for the coastal path to pass through their parks as they could see 
expected revenue from passing trade calling in at their shop/café.  Although there 
are issues with some parks which are not operational through the winter months as 
they are secured. 
 
JS questioned whether anything could be done beforehand where cliffs are at risk of 
erosion.  CK explained the roll back system, which is to the next hard boundary. 
 
JW and GM raised their concerns over the cost of implementation by local 
authorities, especially as there is 220 miles of Suffolk coastline. 
 

5. Angles Way Project 
 
CK then gave a presentation on The Angles Way Experience.   
 
Norfolk County Council have received funding under the Rural Development 
Programme England (RDPE) for the Waveney Valley.  The main objectives are to 
promote The Angles Way as the green corridor linking market towns from Great 
Yarmouth to Thetford; improving access and engaging local businesses.  The key 
areas are to replace stiles with gates, improve waymarking and raising the profile of 
the route. 
 
BC stated that he rated this interesting route highly and was keen that the paths 
were kept natural.  CK confirmed there would be little change and the key priority 
was accessibility.  
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Minutes of meeting held at Beccles Town Hall, 18th 
October 2012  

Meeting Date: 24th January 2013 

Author/Contact: Jackie Gillis 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 

 
1. Welcome, apologies and housekeeping 

Present:  Bryan Collen (Chair) (BC), David Barker (Vice-Chair) (DB), Melinda 
Appleby (MA), Barry Hall (BH), Gordon Merfield (GM), Monica Pipe (MP), Norman 
Southgate (NS), Anthony Wright (AWR), John Wayman (JW), Cllr Jane Storey (JS), 
Alan Moore (AM). 
 
SCC Officers Present:  David Falk (DF), Andrew Woodin (AW), Jackie Gillis 
(minutes) 
 
Apologies:  Mike Taylor, Ann Langley, Cllr Sandy Martin, Margaret Hancock 
 
Guests:  Carrie Kerry, Countryside Officer Norfolk County Council  
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting (LAF 12/25) 
 The minutes of the meeting were agreed to be an accurate record. 
 
 Item 2: AW confirmed the Suffolk Coast paths undergo two cuts a year. 
 Item 6 Huddle:  AW confirmed there are now 4 licensed users at Suffolk County 

Council; himself, DF, Jackie Gillis and Jill Christley.  AW is finding Huddle useful and 
is circulating relevant information to members. 
Item 7 Suffolk Road-Rail Partnership:  AWr commented that Network Rail had 
agreed to take forward the proposal for a new bridleway bridge at Heath Road Great 
Barton.  
 

3. Declaration of interest 
 None declared. 
 
4. Coastal Access 

 
BC welcomed Carrie Kerry (CK) to the meeting. 
 
CK introduced herself as Norfolk County Council Countryside Officer and gave a 
presentation on Coastal Access in Norfolk.  Norfolk is a lead county for implementing 
coastal access. 
 
The first stretch from Weybourne to Sea Palling has been walked and all information 
such as landowners, land condition and issues has been recorded on a Trimble GPS 
system.  This information is then fed into a computer which produces a report 
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DF stated the paper was for information and concerned a proposed dog control 
order at Aspal Close Local Nature Reserve, which SCC and SLAF had no objection 
to. 
 

13. Membership – renewal and recruitment 
 
AW advised that a number of memberships were up for renewal in April, July and 
October 2013 and SCC was considering another round of recruitment.  One or two 
expressions of interest have been received from the public. 
 
BC stated it would be helpful is anyone no longer wishes to remain a member of 
SLAF to let DF/AW know. 
 
ACTION:  ALL Advise DF/AW if you don’t wish to renew membership of SLAF. 
 
DB said he felt attendance at the SLAF forum was very good and it was important 
that potential new members would support and attend the forum in the same way. 
 

14. Any Other Business 
 
AWr advised that Sustrans were meeting with Network Rail and The Environment 
Agency (EA) regarding the Ipswich Chord.  EA no longer required the sluice, which 
meant a ramp would no longer be required on the path.  EA are keen to have the 
sluice removed as soon as possible. 
 
BC thanked CK for attending and presenting at SLAF. 
 

15. Public question time 
 
There was one member of the public, Gemma Marriage, present. 
 

16. Dates and Venues of Future Meetings 
 
24th January 2013 West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 
18th April 2013 tba 
11th July 2013 tba 
17th October 2013 Elveden Village Hall 
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AWr stated access to Bath Street would be advantageous and the proposals were a 
definite improvement for cyclists but there was still an anomaly at Foundry Street 
and Bridge Street, which was an accident hotspot. 
 
BC asked if anyone had any issues with the proposals, he felt they made sense. 
 
BC confirmed there were no objections to the proposals. 
 
AW stated signing around the waterfront would need to be addressed once the 
outcome of the traffic order process was known. 
 

12. Updates/correspondence 
 
Trunk Roads - A11 
The second project newsletter from the Highways Agency was handed out. 
AW stated the main works would commence early next year but the minor access 
work with the assistance of the Elveden Estate had already started. 
 
The discussions about the diversion of the bridleway north of the memorial had 
already started with Elveden Estate and AW didn’t expect any objections from user 
groups. 
 
DB suggested a SLAF meeting at Elveden Village Hall next autumn and a site visit 
to review the works. 
 
Trunk Roads – A14 
 
AW stated the authority had concerns about the A14 crossing at Bramford and 
would be formally writing to the Highways Agency requesting funding into a 
feasibility study into providing a bridge. 
 
AWr stated this had already been carried out a couple of times and Atkins had gone 
into considerable detail, one example was the bridge at Felixstowe. 
 
ACTION:  SLAF to write to Highway Agency concerning the A14 crossing at 
Bramford. 
 
Regional LAF Chair Meeting  
BC will attend the meeting on 15th November. 
 
ACTION:  DF to send details and agenda to BC. 
 
National LAF Conference 
The conference is to be held on 27th February 2013 at 9.30, venue to be confirmed 
but details should be available by the next SLAF meeting in January. 
 
ACTION:  DF to circulate details once issued. 
 
Forest Heath DC Dog Control Order (LAF 12/34) 
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ACTION:  DF to draft response on behalf of SLAF identifying aspirations for higher 
rights to cater for horse riding and cycling and requesting further information on the 
process NE intends to follow. 
 
Review of dog restrictions (LAF 12/30) 
DF advised that current restrictions concerning keeping dogs on leads until end of 
August remains in place. 
 
Access Restrictions 
Restrictions are usually reviewed annually although this has not happened for a 
couple of years.  There is a teleconference being held at Endeavour House, 1pm on 
Wednesday 24th October to assess current restrictions.  BH and GM agreed to 
attend. 
 
Mapping Review 
DF advised that Natural England have stated their review would be a ‘light touch’.  
 
DB commented that Suffolk is the only place in the world that Stone Curlews are 
increasing and that the county pioneered the conservation success. 
 

9. Independent Panel on Forestry (LAF 12/31) 
AW confirmed that two letters were written to MPs but no response had been 
received.  Both AW and BC felt this was disappointing. 
 
There is no news on a formal response; this will probably be next year. 
 

10. Local Nature Partnership – Wild Anglia (LAF 12/32) 
 
The event was attended by AW and MA who felt there was a lot of enthusiasm. 
 
AW provided feedback stating it would be a funded partnership eventually becoming 
a not-for-profit charity. 
 
BC said it was full of good intentions but was concerned that with so many groups 
after funding, there wouldn’t be much to go around.  Whilst it had the support of 
SLAF, the forum was concerned at the lack of information on how it would be 
represented in the partnership. 
 
JS questioned whether Norfolk had heard anything, CK believes Norfolk LAF is 
involved and will investigate. 
 
ACTION:  SLAF to write formally to Wild Anglia to request further information on 
representation. 
 

11. Ipswich Waterfront (LAF 12/33) 
 
AW discussed the proposals and explained that orders would be made on traffic 
management which would go out to public consultation. A taxi rank and disabled 
access are being considered at part of this. 



LAF 12/35 

Page 3 of 6 

JS asked if QR code would be used and was advised this was being investigated. 
 
MA asked how much of the 92 mile route was in Suffolk.  CK advised approx 65%. 
 
AW stressed the project would be a joint delivery. 
 
BC thanked CK for both presentations, stating both were excellent and interesting. 
 

6. The Suffolk Coast and Estuaries Community Conference 2012 
 
BC fed back on his attendance at the conference stating his concerns of funding to 
allow access and the prediction that there was to be a 1953 type flood every 10 
years in 100 years time.  He felt there were issues that needed to be dealt with as 
soon as possible, and questioned NE’s assertion that only 1% of spending on flood 
defences was spent on conservation. 
 

7. Suffolk Local Access Forum Annual Report 2011-2012 
(LAF 12/26, 27 and 28). 
 
BC felt that the report was well received by Cabinet and commented that Suffolk 
County Council and SLAF have a very constructive relationship.  He thanked JS for 
her support at the Cabinet meeting. 
 
DF confirmed that a summary of the report (LAF 12/28) has ben sent to Natural 
England.  He also advised the forum that all papers are now available online via the 
SLAF website – http://publicrightsofway.onesuffolk.net/suffolk-local-access-forum 
 

8. Open Access 
 
Natural England National Nature Reserves (LAF 12/29) 
 
DF explained that Natural England are intending to dedicate their National Nature 
Reserves (NNR) as Open Access land. In Suffolk sites are Cavenham Heath, 
Westleton Heath and Suffolk Coast.  Cavenham Heath and Westleton Heath are 
already designated as Open Access; the Suffolk Coast NNR lies between 
Walberswick and Dunwich including Westwood and Dingle Marshes. 
 
NE will consult with SCC and SLAF and other stakeholders before discussing with 
the Senior Reserve Manager any opportunities for higher rights to allow cycling and 
equestrian use of the NNR.  DF suggested there were opportunities for waymarked 
circular routes for horse riding and cycling in Cavenham Heath and Westleton 
Heath. 
 
BC suggested a dialogue should be opened and was supported by GM. 
AWr asked if the car parks could cater for the provision of horseboxes, DF didn’t see 
that as a problem. AW noted the process NE would need to follow wasn’t entirely 
clear.  
 
The response for Westleton Heath is due March 2013, Cavenham Heath by March 
2014 and Suffolk Coast by March 2015.  
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detailing the route to use.  This report has now gone to public consultation with hard 
copies available for view at county council, district council and parish council offices 
as well as libraries. 
 
CK noted spreading room had been a contentious issue with land managers.  
Natural England was tending not to pursue this on the landward side, but the 
seaward side was less contentious. 
 
The final report, which is stage 5 of 10 of Implementation, is due by the summer of 
2013, when landowners will be able to raise any objections.  The Secretary of State 
will determine the final outcome. 
 
Stage 8, preparation and commencement of rights will be funded by Natural 
England.  Funding for Stage 9, maintenance, management and monitoring is under 
review.  
 
The second stretch from Sea Palling to Hopton-on-Sea is due to start in 2012.  
Currently Natural England has programmed the next stretch from Norfolk into 
Lincolnshire during 2014-2017. 
 
BC raised the issued of caravan parks and development. 
 
CK reported that development takes priority.  Caravan parks and golf courses are 
not exempted land.  Norfolk have 14 caravan parks and CK found some park owners 
are happy for the coastal path to pass through their parks as they could see 
expected revenue from passing trade calling in at their shop/café.  Although there 
are issues with some parks which are not operational through the winter months as 
they are secured. 
 
JS questioned whether anything could be done beforehand where cliffs are at risk of 
erosion.  CK explained the roll back system, which is to the next hard boundary. 
 
JW and GM raised their concerns over the cost of implementation by local 
authorities, especially as there is 220 miles of Suffolk coastline. 
 

5. Angles Way Project 
 
CK then gave a presentation on The Angles Way Experience.   
 
Norfolk County Council have received funding under the Rural Development 
Programme England (RDPE) for the Waveney Valley.  The main objectives are to 
promote The Angles Way as the green corridor linking market towns from Great 
Yarmouth to Thetford; improving access and engaging local businesses.  The key 
areas are to replace stiles with gates, improve waymarking and raising the profile of 
the route. 
 
BC stated that he rated this interesting route highly and was keen that the paths 
were kept natural.  CK confirmed there would be little change and the key priority 
was accessibility.  
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Minutes of meeting held at Beccles Town Hall, 18th 
October 2012  

Meeting Date: 24th January 2013 

Author/Contact: Jackie Gillis 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 

 
1. Welcome, apologies and housekeeping 

Present:  Bryan Collen (Chair) (BC), David Barker (Vice-Chair) (DB), Melinda 
Appleby (MA), Barry Hall (BH), Gordon Merfield (GM), Monica Pipe (MP), Norman 
Southgate (NS), Anthony Wright (AWR), John Wayman (JW), Cllr Jane Storey (JS), 
Alan Moore (AM). 
 
SCC Officers Present:  David Falk (DF), Andrew Woodin (AW), Jackie Gillis 
(minutes) 
 
Apologies:  Mike Taylor, Ann Langley, Cllr Sandy Martin, Margaret Hancock 
 
Guests:  Carrie Kerry, Countryside Officer Norfolk County Council  
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting (LAF 12/25) 
 The minutes of the meeting were agreed to be an accurate record. 
 
 Item 2: AW confirmed the Suffolk Coast paths undergo two cuts a year. 
 Item 6 Huddle:  AW confirmed there are now 4 licensed users at Suffolk County 

Council; himself, DF, Jackie Gillis and Jill Christley.  AW is finding Huddle useful and 
is circulating relevant information to members. 
Item 7 Suffolk Road-Rail Partnership:  AWr commented that Network Rail had 
agreed to take forward the proposal for a new bridleway bridge at Heath Road Great 
Barton.  
 

3. Declaration of interest 
 None declared. 
 
4. Coastal Access 

 
BC welcomed Carrie Kerry (CK) to the meeting. 
 
CK introduced herself as Norfolk County Council Countryside Officer and gave a 
presentation on Coastal Access in Norfolk.  Norfolk is a lead county for implementing 
coastal access. 
 
The first stretch from Weybourne to Sea Palling has been walked and all information 
such as landowners, land condition and issues has been recorded on a Trimble GPS 
system.  This information is then fed into a computer which produces a report 
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DF stated the paper was for information and concerned a proposed dog control 
order at Aspal Close Local Nature Reserve, which SCC and SLAF had no objection 
to. 
 

13. Membership – renewal and recruitment 
 
AW advised that a number of memberships were up for renewal in April, July and 
October 2013 and SCC was considering another round of recruitment.  One or two 
expressions of interest have been received from the public. 
 
BC stated it would be helpful is anyone no longer wishes to remain a member of 
SLAF to let DF/AW know. 
 
ACTION:  ALL Advise DF/AW if you don’t wish to renew membership of SLAF. 
 
DB said he felt attendance at the SLAF forum was very good and it was important 
that potential new members would support and attend the forum in the same way. 
 

14. Any Other Business 
 
AWr advised that Sustrans were meeting with Network Rail and The Environment 
Agency (EA) regarding the Ipswich Chord.  EA no longer required the sluice, which 
meant a ramp would no longer be required on the path.  EA are keen to have the 
sluice removed as soon as possible. 
 
BC thanked CK for attending and presenting at SLAF. 
 

15. Public question time 
 
There was one member of the public, Gemma Marriage, present. 
 

16. Dates and Venues of Future Meetings 
 
24th January 2013 West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 
18th April 2013 tba 
11th July 2013 tba 
17th October 2013 Elveden Village Hall 
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AWr stated access to Bath Street would be advantageous and the proposals were a 
definite improvement for cyclists but there was still an anomaly at Foundry Street 
and Bridge Street, which was an accident hotspot. 
 
BC asked if anyone had any issues with the proposals, he felt they made sense. 
 
BC confirmed there were no objections to the proposals. 
 
AW stated signing around the waterfront would need to be addressed once the 
outcome of the traffic order process was known. 
 

12. Updates/correspondence 
 
Trunk Roads - A11 
The second project newsletter from the Highways Agency was handed out. 
AW stated the main works would commence early next year but the minor access 
work with the assistance of the Elveden Estate had already started. 
 
The discussions about the diversion of the bridleway north of the memorial had 
already started with Elveden Estate and AW didn’t expect any objections from user 
groups. 
 
DB suggested a SLAF meeting at Elveden Village Hall next autumn and a site visit 
to review the works. 
 
Trunk Roads – A14 
 
AW stated the authority had concerns about the A14 crossing at Bramford and 
would be formally writing to the Highways Agency requesting funding into a 
feasibility study into providing a bridge. 
 
AWr stated this had already been carried out a couple of times and Atkins had gone 
into considerable detail, one example was the bridge at Felixstowe. 
 
ACTION:  SLAF to write to Highway Agency concerning the A14 crossing at 
Bramford. 
 
Regional LAF Chair Meeting  
BC will attend the meeting on 15th November. 
 
ACTION:  DF to send details and agenda to BC. 
 
National LAF Conference 
The conference is to be held on 27th February 2013 at 9.30, venue to be confirmed 
but details should be available by the next SLAF meeting in January. 
 
ACTION:  DF to circulate details once issued. 
 
Forest Heath DC Dog Control Order (LAF 12/34) 



LAF 12/35 

Page 4 of 6 

 
ACTION:  DF to draft response on behalf of SLAF identifying aspirations for higher 
rights to cater for horse riding and cycling and requesting further information on the 
process NE intends to follow. 
 
Review of dog restrictions (LAF 12/30) 
DF advised that current restrictions concerning keeping dogs on leads until end of 
August remains in place. 
 
Access Restrictions 
Restrictions are usually reviewed annually although this has not happened for a 
couple of years.  There is a teleconference being held at Endeavour House, 1pm on 
Wednesday 24th October to assess current restrictions.  BH and GM agreed to 
attend. 
 
Mapping Review 
DF advised that Natural England have stated their review would be a ‘light touch’.  
 
DB commented that Suffolk is the only place in the world that Stone Curlews are 
increasing and that the county pioneered the conservation success. 
 

9. Independent Panel on Forestry (LAF 12/31) 
AW confirmed that two letters were written to MPs but no response had been 
received.  Both AW and BC felt this was disappointing. 
 
There is no news on a formal response; this will probably be next year. 
 

10. Local Nature Partnership – Wild Anglia (LAF 12/32) 
 
The event was attended by AW and MA who felt there was a lot of enthusiasm. 
 
AW provided feedback stating it would be a funded partnership eventually becoming 
a not-for-profit charity. 
 
BC said it was full of good intentions but was concerned that with so many groups 
after funding, there wouldn’t be much to go around.  Whilst it had the support of 
SLAF, the forum was concerned at the lack of information on how it would be 
represented in the partnership. 
 
JS questioned whether Norfolk had heard anything, CK believes Norfolk LAF is 
involved and will investigate. 
 
ACTION:  SLAF to write formally to Wild Anglia to request further information on 
representation. 
 

11. Ipswich Waterfront (LAF 12/33) 
 
AW discussed the proposals and explained that orders would be made on traffic 
management which would go out to public consultation. A taxi rank and disabled 
access are being considered at part of this. 
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JS asked if QR code would be used and was advised this was being investigated. 
 
MA asked how much of the 92 mile route was in Suffolk.  CK advised approx 65%. 
 
AW stressed the project would be a joint delivery. 
 
BC thanked CK for both presentations, stating both were excellent and interesting. 
 

6. The Suffolk Coast and Estuaries Community Conference 2012 
 
BC fed back on his attendance at the conference stating his concerns of funding to 
allow access and the prediction that there was to be a 1953 type flood every 10 
years in 100 years time.  He felt there were issues that needed to be dealt with as 
soon as possible, and questioned NE’s assertion that only 1% of spending on flood 
defences was spent on conservation. 
 

7. Suffolk Local Access Forum Annual Report 2011-2012 
(LAF 12/26, 27 and 28). 
 
BC felt that the report was well received by Cabinet and commented that Suffolk 
County Council and SLAF have a very constructive relationship.  He thanked JS for 
her support at the Cabinet meeting. 
 
DF confirmed that a summary of the report (LAF 12/28) has ben sent to Natural 
England.  He also advised the forum that all papers are now available online via the 
SLAF website – http://publicrightsofway.onesuffolk.net/suffolk-local-access-forum 
 

8. Open Access 
 
Natural England National Nature Reserves (LAF 12/29) 
 
DF explained that Natural England are intending to dedicate their National Nature 
Reserves (NNR) as Open Access land. In Suffolk sites are Cavenham Heath, 
Westleton Heath and Suffolk Coast.  Cavenham Heath and Westleton Heath are 
already designated as Open Access; the Suffolk Coast NNR lies between 
Walberswick and Dunwich including Westwood and Dingle Marshes. 
 
NE will consult with SCC and SLAF and other stakeholders before discussing with 
the Senior Reserve Manager any opportunities for higher rights to allow cycling and 
equestrian use of the NNR.  DF suggested there were opportunities for waymarked 
circular routes for horse riding and cycling in Cavenham Heath and Westleton 
Heath. 
 
BC suggested a dialogue should be opened and was supported by GM. 
AWr asked if the car parks could cater for the provision of horseboxes, DF didn’t see 
that as a problem. AW noted the process NE would need to follow wasn’t entirely 
clear.  
 
The response for Westleton Heath is due March 2013, Cavenham Heath by March 
2014 and Suffolk Coast by March 2015.  
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detailing the route to use.  This report has now gone to public consultation with hard 
copies available for view at county council, district council and parish council offices 
as well as libraries. 
 
CK noted spreading room had been a contentious issue with land managers.  
Natural England was tending not to pursue this on the landward side, but the 
seaward side was less contentious. 
 
The final report, which is stage 5 of 10 of Implementation, is due by the summer of 
2013, when landowners will be able to raise any objections.  The Secretary of State 
will determine the final outcome. 
 
Stage 8, preparation and commencement of rights will be funded by Natural 
England.  Funding for Stage 9, maintenance, management and monitoring is under 
review.  
 
The second stretch from Sea Palling to Hopton-on-Sea is due to start in 2012.  
Currently Natural England has programmed the next stretch from Norfolk into 
Lincolnshire during 2014-2017. 
 
BC raised the issued of caravan parks and development. 
 
CK reported that development takes priority.  Caravan parks and golf courses are 
not exempted land.  Norfolk have 14 caravan parks and CK found some park owners 
are happy for the coastal path to pass through their parks as they could see 
expected revenue from passing trade calling in at their shop/café.  Although there 
are issues with some parks which are not operational through the winter months as 
they are secured. 
 
JS questioned whether anything could be done beforehand where cliffs are at risk of 
erosion.  CK explained the roll back system, which is to the next hard boundary. 
 
JW and GM raised their concerns over the cost of implementation by local 
authorities, especially as there is 220 miles of Suffolk coastline. 
 

5. Angles Way Project 
 
CK then gave a presentation on The Angles Way Experience.   
 
Norfolk County Council have received funding under the Rural Development 
Programme England (RDPE) for the Waveney Valley.  The main objectives are to 
promote The Angles Way as the green corridor linking market towns from Great 
Yarmouth to Thetford; improving access and engaging local businesses.  The key 
areas are to replace stiles with gates, improve waymarking and raising the profile of 
the route. 
 
BC stated that he rated this interesting route highly and was keen that the paths 
were kept natural.  CK confirmed there would be little change and the key priority 
was accessibility.  
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Minutes of meeting held at Beccles Town Hall, 18th 
October 2012  

Meeting Date: 24th January 2013 

Author/Contact: Jackie Gillis 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 

 
1. Welcome, apologies and housekeeping 

Present:  Bryan Collen (Chair) (BC), David Barker (Vice-Chair) (DB), Melinda 
Appleby (MA), Barry Hall (BH), Gordon Merfield (GM), Monica Pipe (MP), Norman 
Southgate (NS), Anthony Wright (AWR), John Wayman (JW), Cllr Jane Storey (JS), 
Alan Moore (AM). 
 
SCC Officers Present:  David Falk (DF), Andrew Woodin (AW), Jackie Gillis 
(minutes) 
 
Apologies:  Mike Taylor, Ann Langley, Cllr Sandy Martin, Margaret Hancock 
 
Guests:  Carrie Kerry, Countryside Officer Norfolk County Council  
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting (LAF 12/25) 
 The minutes of the meeting were agreed to be an accurate record. 
 
 Item 2: AW confirmed the Suffolk Coast paths undergo two cuts a year. 
 Item 6 Huddle:  AW confirmed there are now 4 licensed users at Suffolk County 

Council; himself, DF, Jackie Gillis and Jill Christley.  AW is finding Huddle useful and 
is circulating relevant information to members. 
Item 7 Suffolk Road-Rail Partnership:  AWr commented that Network Rail had 
agreed to take forward the proposal for a new bridleway bridge at Heath Road Great 
Barton.  
 

3. Declaration of interest 
 None declared. 
 
4. Coastal Access 

 
BC welcomed Carrie Kerry (CK) to the meeting. 
 
CK introduced herself as Norfolk County Council Countryside Officer and gave a 
presentation on Coastal Access in Norfolk.  Norfolk is a lead county for implementing 
coastal access. 
 
The first stretch from Weybourne to Sea Palling has been walked and all information 
such as landowners, land condition and issues has been recorded on a Trimble GPS 
system.  This information is then fed into a computer which produces a report 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) 

Meeting Date: 24 January 2013 

Author/Contact: David Falk 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 

 
Below is an extract from the Comments Report following the consultation by the 
National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE), who have developed, on 
behalf of the Department of Health, guidance on walking and cycling.  
 
The guidance is targeted at those involved in promoting physical activity or who work 
in the environment, parks and leisure or transport planning sectors. This includes the 
NHS and local authorities plus organisations in the private, voluntary and community 
sectors. 
 
This guidance aims to set out how people can be encouraged to increase the 
amount they walk or cycle for travel or recreation purposes. This will help meet 
public health and other goals, for instance, reducing traffic congestion, air pollution 
and greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The extract below is the response from NICE to the comments made by SCC.  
 
Suffolk 
County 
Council 
 

General  The report focuses on modal shifts 
from car journeys to walking or 
cycling. It could also emphasise the 
importance of developing desirable 
leisure routes that are not 
alternatives to driving, but an 
activity in their own right. This may 
be linking points of interest or 
tourism destinations along safe, off-
road and well developed and 
connected networks 

Thank you. 
Recreational 
walking and 
cycling, 
including off 
road cycling, are 
included (see 
recommendation
s 5 and 6) 

Suffolk 
County 
Council 
 

General  There is no reference to public 
rights of way (PRoW). The PRoW 
network is the most obvious means 
of enabling safe off-road linkages in 
rural and peri-urban environments 
(as well as often in urban 
environments). 

Thank you. 
These are likely 
to be important 
in rural areas, 
however as the 
guidance notes 
most of the 
evidence was 
restricted to 
urban or 
suburban areas. 

Suffolk 
County 
Council 
 

General  The legal complexities of 
developing new or improving 
existing PRoW is not highlighted in 
the document, yet this often offers 
the most practical solution to 

Thank you. 
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encouraging and enabling people to 
walk and cycle between 
destinations on safe, off-road 
linkages. 

Suffolk 
County 
Council 
 

Recommendation 3 10 There is a focus on travel habits in 
urban environments which ignores 
rural counties, such as Suffolk 

Unfortunately as 
the guidance 
notes most of 
the evidence 
was restricted to 
urban or 
suburban areas. 

Suffolk 
County 
Council 
 

Draft 
Recommendations 

6 Benefits of Walking – bullet 3 – this 
seems a rather idealised vision of a 
benefit of walking on streets and 
not a reflection of reality.   

Thank you. This 
has been 
amended to 
‘increase the 
number of 
people of all 
ages who are 
out on the 
streets, making 
public spaces 
seem more 
welcoming and 
providing 
opportunities for 
social 
interaction.’ 

 
Note; 
 

• Recommendation 5 relates to encouraging cycling.  
• Recommendation 6 relates to encouraging walking through community wide 

programmes. 
• The final comment related to the original text: 

o ‘An increase in the number of people of all ages who are out on the 
streets, getting to know each other, socialising and ‘looking out’ for each 
other, so encouraging a sense of local community.’ 

 
The full report is available at 
http://www.nice.org.uk/nicemedia/live/13975/61629/61629.pdf  
 
 
 
END 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Triennial Review of the Environment Agency and Natural 
England 

Meeting Date: 24th January 2013 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 

 
On 12 December 2012 the Environment Secretary, Owen Paterson, announced the 
start of the Triennial Review of the Environment Agency and Natural England. This 
is part of Government’s rolling programme of triennial reviews of public bodies, to 
consider whether the functions carried out by the body are still required and whether 
the delivery model is right and offers value for money. Anyone with an interest in the 
Environment Agency and Natural England is invited to respond to the discussion 
document by 4 February 2013.  
 
The Government is involving stakeholders throughout the Review and in January 
expects to publish emerging findings from its analysis of the range of functions 
carried out by the Environment Agency and Natural England. It then expects to invite 
views to help inform the Review recommendations. 
 
Preliminary conclusions will be available in spring 2013 and further information can 
be found at http://www.defra.gov.uk/review-ea-ne/.  
 
The county council is formulating its response but emerging themes include: 
 

• Accessing NE resources and advice is increasingly difficult, 

• NE’s championing of its remit, 

• Some streamlining of NE, EA and local authority interests and expertise, e.g. 
around biodiversity and sustainability issues, might be helpful, 

• Ensuring NE’s countryside access remit is on an equal footing to its other 
remits. 

 
SLAF will recall discussions with NE a few years ago in respect of the A11 dualling 
proposals, and the concern that NE was giving undue prominence to nature 
conservation over the needs of the public safely to access the countryside. This 
culminated in a meeting in November 2008 at NE’s offices is Bury St Edmunds with 
their regional area manager Sarah Wilson, at which David Barker and the then SLAF 
chair John Pearson expressed SLAF’s concerns. David challenged NE that it should 
support better access and restate its access interests more strongly. 
 
This is an opportunity for SLAF to restate the importance of access in any 
changes to Natural England. 
 
 
END 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  LAF Chairs’ and Vice Chairs’ East of England Meeting 

Meeting Date: 24 January 2013 

Author/Contact: David Falk 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds. 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  LAF National Conference 2013 

Meeting Date: 24 January 2013 

Author/Contact: David Falk 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds. 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  A11 Fiveways to Thetford Improvement Scheme – Public 
Exhibition and Commencement of Works 

Meeting Date: 24th January 2013 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 

 
 
Between Thursday 22nd and Saturday 24th November 2012, the Highways Agency 
held an exhibition at Elveden Village Hall about the upgrade works to improve the 
A11 between Fiveways and Thetford roundabout. Members of the project team were 
on hand to answer questions.  
 
Andrew Woodin attended the Highways Agency exhibition in the village hall and 
confirmed the arrangements for the equestrian underpass at the monument, and for 
FP2, Icklingham, which is a “grass gravel” path both sides of the A11 in the verge, 
from FP2 on the south east side of the road to the new B1112 underpass and along 
the other side to the C road through Mildenhall Woods. The final arrangement for the 
B1106/former A11 junction and cycle route towards Thetford has not been confirmed 
yet. 
 
Construction works have commenced and are expected to be completed in 
December 2014.  
 
David Barker, SLAF vice chairman also attended the exhibition and his feedback is 
included in the email below. 
 
The county council’s rights of way team is in discussions with Elveden Estate 
concerning the diversion of public bridleway no. 8, Eriswell, to the equestrian 
underpass and path order consultations with stakeholders are expected to start in 
February. Once the road scheme is complete and bridleway diversion confirmed, 
two areas of high value recreational access in Thetford Forest will be safely 
connected for the first time.  
 
The county council welcomes the local access forum’s view on combining one 
of next year’s meetings with a visit to view the A11 works, possibly in October.   
 
 
From: David Barker  
Sent: 23 November 2012 21:06 
To: Andrew Woodin 
Cc: David Falk 
Subject: Re: A11 Fiveways to Thetford Improvement - Public Information Exhibition 
 
Dear Andrew, 
I attended the Elveden A11 by pass exhibition this afternoon, I spoke at length to Robert Gibson the 
project manager, he confirmed the underpass will be 3.7 meters high if you remember they wanted to 
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reduce it to 2.7 meters but this was based upon a false reading of the water table it showed 4.1 
meters when the water table is more like 19 meters. 
 
I also told him they were paying for the diversion, they took the view that the present A11, which will 
become a minor road through the village, can have traffic calming at a later date, he thought people 
might come and park there while using the footpaths and cycle tracks in the area. 
 
It is important we attended. I had an interesting conversation about mitigation measures for Stone 
Curlews they are having difficulty to purchase suitable land! 
 
Best wishes 
 
David. 
 
 
 
END  
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:   Independent Panel on Forestry – Government Response 

Meeting Date: 24th January 2013 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 

 
The Independent Panel on Forestry’s report was published on 4 July 2012. Ministers 
welcomed the report, confirmed that the public forest estate would remain in public 
ownership and committed to publishing a formal response in January 2013. 
 
Following the IPF’s final report, Defra has: 
 
• Released two subsequent surveys based around themes in the Panel’s report 

(both copied to SLAF). From the survey in August: 
o Over 94% of the 1,400 people who responded said that they’d like 

more woodland created in or near to their local community.  
o Over 50% said more accessible woodland close to where they live 

would encourage them to visit local woodland more.  
o One third of respondents said that they always buy English wood 

products out of choice.  
 

• The second batch of questions was released in November and has now closed. 
Defra will be publishing a more detailed analysis of both surveys. 

 
• Worked with external stakeholders in preparing the final response. Over the 

summer officials met with a wide range of stakeholder groups to listen to their 
views on the Panel’s report and discuss how Government is formulating its 
response.  

 
• Established the National Forestry Stakeholder Forum, which met on 31 October, 

involving over 40 organisations, including partners from the forestry industry, the 
civil society sector and local community groups. Delegates were invited to 
identify their key priorities based on a “triple bottom line” (i.e. good for people, the 
environment and the economy), what is best done by Government, by others 
(including the stakeholder’s organisation) and what is best done by both. Defra is 
analysing the responses to those questions and more detail on the outcomes will 
be available soon. 

 
Further information can be found at http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/forestry/panel-
response/. Until the government has issued its formal response later this month 
there is little more SLAF can contribute. The review of woodland and forestry is not 
being addressed as part of the triennial review of Natural England. 
 
END 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Sizewell C Public Consultation 

Meeting Date: 24th January 2013 

Author/Contact: Andrew Woodin 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 

 
Consultation on the new Sizewell C power station started on 21 November 2012.  
This project is certain to have an effect on public rights of way in the area, and the 
county council is working with EDF to mitigate the impact of the scheme, including 
making improvements to the local rights of way network. SLAF were circulated with 
the link and further information can be found here: 
http://sizewell.edfenergyconsultation.info/.  
 
The scheme is being progressed as a National Infrastructure Project. Construction 
period is estimated as 9 to 10 years, and there will be 5,000 construction workers on 
site at peak construction.  
 
The county council is preparing its response but for the rights of way service, the 
main concerns are to: 

• Ensure existing public access (whether definitive rights of way or other), is 
maintained during construction, or suitable alternatives put in place, 

• Seek permanent improvements in access commensurate with the scale of a 
new nuclear power station. 

 
The following document outlines the current position with rights of way requirements, 
it is neither final, definitive, nor is it the county council’s formal position, but it does 
give a flavour of expectations. It should be stressed there is much work to do before 
EDF get anywhere near construction, and there will be further opportunities to feed 
into the planning process.  
 
SLAF should consider to what extent it wants to make its own advice clear on 
the impact of Sizewell C on access to the local countryside and sustainable 
access between towns and villages both during and after construction. 
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Associated Development Sites      
 
Temporary Construction Areas 
 
Between Valley Road and Eastlands – Option 1 possible new rail terminal 
 
Traffic from this site would use Lovers Lane – provide a safe off road bridleway link alongside Lovers Lane from Leiston Common to the start of the bridleway 
BR19 (nr Fiscal Policy)  This will allow for safe off road cycling route to the site for workers as well as a safe recreational route. 
 
Site between Lovers Lane and Leiston Old Abbey. 
 
A new road is proposed to link this site with the main construction area west of Bridleway 19.  This is in addition to the proposed main access road and will 
result in Bridleway 19 being crossed by two busy roads.  This is unacceptable.  An underpass or bridge could be provided to separate bridleway and road.   
 
Rail Options 
 

• All 3 options for the extended rail line (red, green and blue) cross various public footpaths as they approach Leiston.  Safe crossings will need to be 
provided. 

 

• Green and red route cross Bridleway 19 next to the proposed haul road as mentioned above. It is unacceptable for bridleway users to have to 
contend with a road and rail crossing – an underpass or bridge should be provided to separate bridleway from road and rail. 

  
Sustainable travel for workers in Leiston and surrounding towns (Aldeburgh, Thorpeness, Knodishall area) 
 

• Provide safe off road link for cycling to work by creation of bridleway from Leiston to Aldeburgh using the alignment of the old railway line.  This would 
involve creation of bridleway status on existing public footpaths and permissive paths, possibly by legal order. 

 

• Provide a safe NMU route from Leiston for use by the campus and home based workers by improving and upgrading the public footpath no 18 from 
Valley Rd past the sewage works to Lovers Lane and also by providing a route parallel to Lovers Lane. 

 
Park and Ride South sites 
 

 Comment Impact 
 

MITIGATION 

1 Wickham Mkt No ROW directly across the site 
and bridleway to the north is not 
very well used. 
 

Bridleway adjacent to site 
is accessed alongside 
the slip road.  An access 
road into the park & ride 

Safe crossing point of the access road top enable BR users to 
access BR and pedestrians to use the footway into Marlesford. 
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 would make it more 
difficult for riders to get to 
the bridleway from the 
south. 
 
Site would be visible from 
the bridleway 
 

2  Woodbridge  
 
 

Hasketon Footpath no 18 
crosses the site and 
would need to be 
protected or temporarily 
diverted 

Safe crossing facility for workers walking out from Woodbridge to the 
park and ride 
 
Is there an option for land being retained as informal public open 
space? 
 

3  Potash corner  
 
 

Bredfield FP 23, 24 and 
part of 25 would all be 
within the site and 
potentially less attractive 
to users. 
 
Increased traffic on the A 
12 turning in and out of 
site –increased risk to 
public trying to cross A 
12 to use the ROW 
network 

These are well used links from Melton and would need to be 
provided through the site or temporary new route provided, such as 
along the northern edge to link to BR 33. 
 
Existing or diverted ROW be provided within green corridors, not 
hemmed in by security fencing and lights 
 
Full restoration of rights of way following end of works. 
 
Improved safe pedestrian crossing of A 12 
 
Create new ROW across the north part of the site to link with the BR 
on the east side of the A12. 
 

 
Park and ride sites north 
 

 Comment Impacts 
 

MITIGATION 

1 Yoxford Rd No ROW across the site 
 

Visible from FP to the 
south from Rookery 
Park? 
 

 

2  Darsham No ROW across the site or   
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adjacent 
 

3 A12/A144 
 

No ROW across the site 
 

  

 
CAMPUS Sites 
 

 Comment Impacts 
 

MITIGATION 

1  
Devt site 

Bridleway 19 (BR19) runs up 
the east side of the site but 
laydown and construction area 
is immediately to the west, 
therefore BR19 is hemmed in. 
 
BR 19 is a key route in the 
ROW network, particularly for 
cyclists and horse riders and 
walkers enjoying the Sandlings 
Walk. 

BR 19 contained between campus 
site and works area – if the BR is 
retained on this alignment its amenity 
will be severely diminished -it will be 
significantly less attractive for users 
due to traffic, fencing, lighting, noise, 
presence of campus residents etc) 
 
Pressure of increased use by 
campus residents – surface damage 
 
New access road will cross the 
bridleway – traffic impact on walkers, 
cyclists, horse riders. 
 

If BR 19 retained on its existing alignment then it should 
be contained within a wide green corridor to ensure 
some amenity value. 
 
Surface of BR 19 should be maintained/improved to 
accommodate extra use from campus residents  
 
Underpass or bridge should be provided to separate 
bridleway from the road.  Second best would be to 
provide a user controlled pedestrian and bridleway 
crossing should be provided on the main access road 
during works and after completion of works. 
 

2 Sizewell Gap  No Rights of way within the 
campus site 

Increased campus traffic heading 
north to the new access road creating 
safety issue for NMU on Lovers Lane 

Provide a safe off road bridleway link alongside Lovers 
Lane from Leiston Common to the start of the bridleway 
BR19 (nr Fiscal Policy)  This will allow for safe off road 
cycling route to the site for workers as well as a safe 
recreational route. 
 
Option for land to be retained as amenity area.   
 
Create new BR link from Leiston, King Georges Ave to 
Sandy Lane bridleway. 
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3  Leiston East Busy network of well used 
public rights of way within and 
around this site. 

The rights of way network will be 
surrounded by the campus and its 
amenity value severely diminished – 
less attractive due to fencing, lights, 
traffic and campus residents etc.   
 
Increased use by campus residents 
creating surface damage and less 
attractive access for local people and 
visitors. 
 
Increased traffic on Lovers Lane 
heading north to the new access 
road. 
 
 
 

Network of ROW to be protected from the development 
and contained within a wide green corridor to ensure 
some amenity value. 
 
Safe road crossings to be provided within the campus 
area itself 
 
Path surfaces and the overall amenity value of the 
network within and connecting to this campus site should 
be improved to cope with the increased use by the 
increased population.  Recreation value of these links 
between the coast and Leiston should not be diminished 
–may require surface improvements, providing additional 
width, hedge planting etc. 
 
Provide a safe off road bridleway link alongside Lovers 
Lane from Leiston Common to the start of the bridleway 
BR19 (nr Fiscal Policy)  This will allow for safe off road 
cycling route to the site for workers as well as a safe 
recreational route. 
 
Provide a safe NMU route from Leiston for use by the 
campus and home based workers by improving and 
upgrading the public footpath no 18 from Valley Rd past 
the sewage works to Lovers Lane. 
 
Legacy use for informal access and recreation (town 
park) relieving pressure on nearby SSSIs 
 

 
 
 
 
END 
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Suffolk Local Access Forum 

Title:  Wild Anglia  

Meeting Date: 24th January 2013 

Author/Contact: David Falk 

Venue: West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds 

 
Below is an update on Wild Anglia, the new Local Nature Partnership for Suffolk and 
Norfolk  
 
 
Wild Anglia update 

The innovative joint Norfolk and Suffolk Local Nature Partnership, Wild Anglia, took a significant step 

forward by holding its first Board Meeting on 16th November at the Orbis Energy Centre, Lowestoft, 

hosted by Scottish Power Renewables.  

Work to develop a ‘brand’ is underway and a Wild Anglia manifesto explaining the organisation’s aims 

and ways of working will be produced early 2013. Wild Anglia is working closely with New Anglia, the 

region’s Local Enterprise Partnership, in particular with the Green Economy Pathfinder (GEP).  

If you would like to receive the Wild Anglia’s e-news bulletin then please contact Haidee Bishop at 
Haidee.bishop@norfolk.gov.uk.   

 
 
SCC is keen that access is properly represented through the Wild Anglia board. How 
Wild Anglia will engage SLAF is yet to be confirmed and a request for clarification 
has been made.  
 
Email correspondence with Wild Anglia has pulled out the following key points: 

• Wild Anglia held its second board meeting on 16th January 
• Wild Anglia’s manifesto is currently being drafted and will be circulated once 

completed 
• Wild Anglia are keen to seek SLAF’s views on how the LAF can contribute to 

Wild Anglia’s aims, the key focus of which is to increase investment in the 
natural environment.  

 
Wild Anglia has been invited to the next SLAF meeting to provide an update on 
progress, explain how access will be addressed by the new organisation and explain 
how SLAF will be engaged by Wild Anglia in access related issues. 
 
 
 
END 


