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RAF Honington, HAS Facility, summary of phase II of trenching

Introduction

Two machine-dug trenches were excavated to complete the archaeological evaluation of the east HAS site, RAF Honington. The trenches, numbered 12 and 13, sampled the sites of proposed buildings 41-I and 42-I, the locations of which had been moved since the initial phase of the evaluation, completed during July 2003. The programme of work was a condition on planning application SE/03/2713/P, was undertaken by the Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological Service Field Team and was commissioned by Defence Estates (East), MoD. 

Review of the phase I findings

The first stage of evaluation examined eleven building footprints across the development site. The trenching demonstrated that over most of the area of the site the ground level had been landscaped to create the airfield and much of the soil profile had been truncated. At the north-eastern end of the site however, the ground level was better preserved and had greater potential for surviving archaeology. Here, within adjacent trenches, was located a possible prehistoric cremation burial (Trench 6 Bldg 44-S), two ditches of probable prehistoric date (Trench 7, Bldg 38-T) and a Bronze Age pit (Trench 8 Bldg 39-H). 

Results

Trench 12 sampled the site of proposed building 41-I. Here the surface of the subsoil was 1m below the present ground level. The trench section was drawn to record the overlying soil profile and this shows that the ground level had been raised in recent time, by the deposition of imported soils. The possible original ground surface could be identified towards the base of the section, where a 30cm deep horizon of fine silt loam was recorded. This layer was permeated with iron panning and compacted, suggesting that this may be the original topsoil and that it had been well worked and compressed, probably by plant machinery, when the area was landscaped. The glacial subsoil was made up of a gravelly sand with patches of clay. No archaeological features or finds were recorded.

Trench 13 sampled the site of proposed building 42-I. The ground level here had also been raised and 70cm of imported soil was recorded overlying the original ground surface. The buried topsoil layer comprised a horizon of purple/grey sand with iron panning. This contrasted with the soil at the base of Trench 12, which was almost a loam, but was typical of a light heathland topsoil and similar to the buried soil seen in first phase evaluation trenches 6, 7 and 8. Narrow service trenches were recorded crossing the trench, but other than this the ancient soil horizon was intact. Despite this no archaeological features or finds were recorded.
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Conclusion

No evidence of archaeological activity was recorded in the additional trenches. Both trenches show that the present ground level has been raised, and the potential archaeological level in Trench 13 has been undisturbed, although it is uncertain whether this level remains in Trench 12. The results of the evaluation indicate that there is no need for additional excavation in this area and the requirement for further work, as recommended in the summary of the initial evaluation, is unchanged.

D.Gill 8/01/2004
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