Dear Everyone

I’m very pleased so many of you enjoyed reading my book, Vicky Angel and shortlisted it for the Suffolk Children’s Book Award.  It’s one of my favourites out of all my books even though it’s desperately sad.  It does have a kind of happy ending, but I know there are some very upsetting passages too.   Still, I’ve neve4r minded too much if a book is sad, and I hope you feel the same way.  There are lots of funny bits too.  Vicky is a very lively, funny, amusing character – even if she’s a ghost!

Lots of readers ask me if Vicky really is a ghost, or is Jade simply imagining her.  I wonder what you think?  I feel you can read the story either way.  I sort of believed in her as I was writing her story.

I felt so sorry for Jade.  It must be so dreadful to lose your best friend – even worse when you blame yourself.  She feels so wretched and angry and can’t get on with her life, even when Sam is so sweet to her.  I do hope you liked Sam – he’s one of my favourite characters.  

I got the idea for Vicky Angel when I saw lots of flowers and little teddies and photos piled up on the pavement where a child had died in a road accident.  It always brings a lump to my throat when I see these sad little tributes.  I imagined what it would feel like if they were for your best friend – and the idea blossomed in side my head.   I got very interested in the whole concept of ghosts and angels and read a lot about it.  Some of it was very weird!  I like the idea that we all have a guardian angel watching over us – but an angel like Vicky would mean all kinds of complications!  Have a happy Summer – doing lots of reading.   

Love from Jacqueline Wilson

