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This Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) provides policy advice to those
considering planning applications for new development and sets out advisory
levels of parking for particular types of scheme. Upon adoption by the County
Council and District/Borough Councils, it will be a "material consideration” in taking
decisions on planning applications. Extensive consultation was undertaken on a
draft of this document in late 2001 and amendments have been made as a
consequence of comments made at that time. A full analysis of this consultation is

shown in an appendix which may be obtained separately.

The advice in this document reflects that set out by Central Government in
Planning Policy Guidance (PPG)13 (Transport) and PPG3 (Housing). PPG13
describes the background to its approach to parking in para. 49 :

“The availability of car parking has a major influence on the means of
transport people choose for their journeys. Some studies suggest that levels
of parking can be more significant than levels of public transport provision in
determining means of travel (particularly for the journey to work) even for
locations very well served by public transport. Car parking also takes up a
large amount of space in development, is costly to business and reduces
densities. Reducing the amount of parking in new development (and in the
expansion and change of use in existing development) is essential, as part of
a package of planning and transport measures, to promote sustainable travel
choices. At the same time, the amount of good quality cycle parking in
developments should be increased to promote more cycle use."

The PPG goes on to state that policies in development plans should set parking
standards for broad classes of development. As local plans are reviewed, the
standards set out in this document will be considered for inclusion within them.
However, pending those reviews, the local planning authorities will use this
Supplementary Planning Guidance as the basis of decision making on parking
provision for new development. This approach will allow a consistent approach to
be maintained across the county without necessarily having to wait for any
changes to be taken up through the formal development plan system.



PPG13 (para. 52) sets out an approach to parking standards which departs from
previous practice. This is that they should be maxima - whereas in the past they
have been used as minima. It goes on to say they "should be designed to be
used as part of a package of measures to promote sustainable transport choices,
reduce the land-take of development, enable schemes to fit into central urban
sites, promote linked-trips and access to development for those without use of a
car and to tackle congestion. There should be no minimum standards for

development, other than parking for people with disabilities".

The principles set out in the Government's advice have been taken up by Suffolk
County Council's Local Transport Plan 2000 and parking provision has been
related to other facets of transport provision as part of its integrated approach.

The local planning authorities in Suffolk (the County Council and District/Borough
Councils) have re-examined their parking standards in the light of this advice and
the more detailed guidance set out in Annex D of PPG13 and paras. 61-62 of
PPG3. The new standards for different types of land use are set out in the
attached tabulations. The tabulations show three columns. As well as maximum
car parking levels, minimum operational parking (operational is defined as
necessary servicing activity) and minimum cycle parking are shown.

The Suffolk Structure Plan 2001 was adopted on 25 June 2001. Policy T9 of the
Plan deals with parking associated with new development and states :-

"T9 Development-related private car parking
(a) The scale of off street private parking to be provided in
association with new development will :

(i) reflect the type, scale and trip attraction of the
development, its location, and its accessibility by means

other than by car;

(ii) be specified in the Suffolk Advisory Parking Standards
as agreed by the Suffolk local authorities.



(b) Car parking provision for new development will comply with
the following principles :

(i) levels which exceed the specified Suffolk Advisory
Parking Standards will not be acceptable;

(ii) in order to restrain car travel consistent with the Local
Transport Plan, levels below those in the specified
Suffolk Advisory Parking Standards will be required for
non-residential developments where adequate
alternatives to the private car exist or will be provided as
part of the development, and the local economy will not
be adversely affected;

(iii) the provision of off street car parking for new residential
development as specified in the Suffolk Advisory
Parking Standards may be reduced or omitted in areas
with good access to a broad range of facilities by
walking, cycling or public transport.

In respect of lower levels of parking provision consistent with
clauses (ii) and (iii), the local authorities may seek financial
confributions towards the cost of alternatives to the provision
of on-site parking at the levels specified in the Suffolk
Advisory Parking Standards. The alternatives include
pedestrian and cycle facilities; public transport services;
park and ride facilities; public car park improvements and
provision, and implementation of green transport plans.
Financial conftributions may also be sought to implement
traffic management measures to overcome the undesirable
consequences of on-street parking when parking provision
permitted within a new development is below that specified in
standards. In addition, in no circumstances will the provision
of parking be so low that on-street parking associated with



10.

the development would create a highway safety or amenity
problem.

(c) redevelopment or alternative use of existing private non
residential car parking will be sought in local plans and as
part of the development control process where necessary to
bring provision into conformity with the Suffolk Advisory
Parking Standards. "

As local plans are reviewed across the County, they will need to include an
approach which is consistent with that outlined by the Structure Plan.

In Policy T9 (b)(ii), the Plan refers to the intention to require levels of car parking
provision below those set out in Suffolk Advisory Parking Standards (SAPS) for

“non-residential development where adequate alternatives to the private car

exist, or will be provided as part of the development, and the local economy will
not be adversely affected. This means that in certain parts of the county, in
particular the centres of the major towns, areas will be identified where the
maximum level of car parking should be below that set out in the tables in this
document. The areas themselves and the degree to which the local maxima
should be below that set out for the county are matters to be defined in the Local
Transport Action Plans (LTAPs) which are being drawn up by the County Council
in partnership with the relevant district/borough council. By virtue of the full
consultation that is also undertaken as part of their development, LTAPs could be
adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance by local planning authorities. In
due course these areas should be included within local plan reviews.

The LTAPs will need to take account of adequate alternatives to the private car, in
particular whether park and ride, other public transport, cycling and walking
provision is such as to provide good opportunities for commuting journeys.
Furthermore, the LTAPs will have to consider whether the local economy would be
adversely affected by such limitations. This may be the situation in a very limited
number of cases across Suffolk where, for instance, it has been difficult to
encourage new non-retail employment in town centres and where it is clear that
the absence of on-site car parking at the normal standards would jeopardise the
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revitalisation of the town's economy. As policy T9(b) makes clear, there is also the
general requirement that the provision of parking should not be so low as to create
a highway safety or amenity problem. This would apply as much to a specific
development as to a whole town centre.

Where parking provision is below the maximum levels set out in the parking
standards, policy T9(b) makes clear that financial contributions may be sought
towards the cost of the alternatives and this may be reinforced by the requirement
to bring forward a 'green transport plan'. (It should be noted that even where
parking provision is made at the maximum levels of the standards, the transport
impact assessment required to accompany developments may indicate that
financial contributions are necessary as part of the development.)

For residential development, the standards shown provide for different maxima
for parking depending upon whether the location has good access to a broad
range of facilities by walking, cycling or public transport. PPG 3 states that
policies which would result in average levels of off-street parking higher than 1.5
spaces per dwelling, especially in urban areas, should not be adopted. However
many of Suffolk's residential areas do not have the levels of non-car access
envisaged by the PPG at national level. Accordingly it is necessary to recognise
that higher levels of parking provision may be appropriate in parts of the county.

As Structure Plan policy T9(b)(iii) makes clear, it is open to developers to provide
for parking at levels below the maxima indicated in the standards. However, this
should not be at levels which would cause highway safety or amenity problems.

The following table summarises the position on the definition of parking policy and
the planning status of the various documents.



Structure Plan Local Transport ~ Sets out the general

Local Plap§ Plan framework for parking
(general policies) provision in new
(the formal development
"Development Plan")
Suffolk Advisory Parking Sets out the standards to be
— Standards (SAPs) used generally
(Supplementary Planning
Guidance)
Local Transport Action Examines individual towns and
— Plans (LTAPs) considers whether maxima
(Supplementary Planning lower than those in SAPS
v Guidance) should be set for any part
Local Plans (standards) Parking standards in SAPs

and areas for lower
maxima defined in LTAPs
considered for inclusion in
local plans as part of the
Development Plan.

General Notes

Dimensions and Layouts

The dimensions for parking spaces and possible layouts are shown in Diagram 1.

Parking Provision for People with Disabilities

The provisions of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 should be taken into
account in considering the parking for the people with disabilities. Therefore
each development needs to be considered individually. As a broad guide, there
should be provision equivalent to at least 5% of the maximum total parking
provision set out in the standards. However a greater percentage should be
allowed for uses such as health centres, clinics, hospitals or other such
establishments. Preferred bay size 3.6m x 6m - minimum 3.6m x 4.8m.

See Diagram 2

Cycle parking

Standards for cycle parking are described either as "stands" or as "spaces”.

Note that one stand means a Sheffield Type Stand, which equates to two spaces
(see Diagram 3). In some cases higher quality provision will be appropriate (e.g.

under cover or with secure lockers). This will be a matter for consideration on
6



individual planning applications. Locations for cycle parking should be in a

convenient and secure position within the site.

In addition to the provision of secure parking, as part of any agreement on Green
Travel Plans, developers will be required to demonstrate that they have
considered the additional needs of future employees, such as locker, changing

and shower facilities.

Motorcycle parking

Government transport statistics show that the ratio between motorcycle and car
ownership is 1:35. However, with regard to the congestion benefits that the
motorcycle provides, a parking standard of one space, plus an additional space
for every 20 car parking spaces, should be applied. Such spaces should allow
for motorcycles to be secured.

In addition to the provision of parking, as part of any agreement on Green Travel
Plans, developers will be required to demonstrate that they have considered
additional needs for future employees, such as locker and changing facilities.

Car Park Safety

In designing the layout of car parks, consideration should be given to the safety
and security of users and vehicles. The principles of the "Secured By Design"
approach should be used where appropriate. For further information, please
contact the County Council's Community Safety Officer on 01473 584590.

Note. At the time of preparation of this document, the Government had
published a consultation document on changes to the Use Classes Orders. An
initial assessment concluded that no major changes would be required to the
parking standards if the amendments to the Use Classes Order were made as
currently suggested. However, the existing standards would continue to refer to

equivalent classes in any new Order.

The assistance of Essex County Council in the provision of information on
standards is gratefully acknowledged.



Diagram 1.
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Diagram 2.

Diagram 3.
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For further details on this document, please consult the Development Control teams

at Suffolk County Council or individual district and borough councils.
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