
Completing an assessment using the Common Assessment Framework (CAF)

Wherever possible additional needs should be identified early to prevent problems developing and so that support can be provided as early as possible.

Any professional who considers that a child or young person has some additional needs which cannot be fully met within their own agency, and the child is not a ‘Child in Need’ under the Children Act 1989, should carry out a Common Assessment Framework (CAF) with the family.  A fundamental principle of the CAF is that it belongs to the family and is carried out with their full consent, including consent to share information.  A CAF aims to identify the needs and circumstances of the child or young person and the outcome required.  Completed CAFs will then be considered and the actions agreed in the local multi-agency panel.

Referring a child ‘in need’ to CYP Social Care Services (SCS)

Should a professional consider a child to be ‘in need’ as defined under the Children Act 1989, and a referral to children’s social care services is required, the completed CAF paperwork pages 1-9 will form the referral and should be passed immediately to Customer First.   You must indicate clearly on page 9 that you are referring to Social Care Services.

Alternatively the ‘Child in Need’ (pink/white) form can continue to be used to refer to CYP Social Care Services until further notice.

Urgent referrals requiring an immediate response from CYP SCS

Urgent referrals for an immediate response from social care services should be made using page 10 of the CAF paperwork and followed up with pages 1-9 completed as evidence to support the referral within 24 hours.

Again, alternative use of the ‘Child in Need’ (pink/white) form can continue to be used to refer to CYP Social Care Services until further notice.
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