Appendix 4  

Commentary on the Representation from the National Union of Teachers

1. The representation from the National Union of Teachers (NUT) repeats a proposal to manage transition from a three-tier to two-tier structure through the use of federations over an indeterminate timeline. While the use of federations may help support the process of change in some circumstances, there are a number of practical difficulties with the ideas put forward by the NUT. These have been discussed with them. Not least is the fact that schools cannot be compelled to enter a federation and if they do, each school remains a separate institution. Pupils would be admitted to one of the schools, not the federation. Schools could leave the federation if they wished to do so.

2. The specific comments made by the NUT on the proposal for the Haverhill area includes concern with the number of schools that have adopted the staffing protocol. The latest information is that two thirds of schools in the Haverhill area have adopted the protocol and three quarters of all Suffolk schools have adopted it.

3. The NUT question the “closure” of Clements Primary School. There is no proposal to close this school, although work continues to enable its relocation to new buildings on a new site off Greenfields Way which is within a few hundred metres of the present site and adjacent to a children’s centre. This proposal was included in the notice.

4. The NUT see the temporary arrangement that has been made to allow pupils from Glemsford, Hartest and Cavendish to attend Sudbury Upper School at age 11 as “likely to have a significant negative effect” on middle schools in Sudbury. These arrangements will be limited to the small group of children who would previously have attended Clare Middle School before transferring to Sudbury Upper School at age 13. These children would not have attended the Sudbury middle schools, so no impact on them is expected.

5. The NUT believes that the proposed size of Westfield CP School is too large. Offering 420 places, the school will be no larger than many other successful schools in Suffolk and elsewhere. Schools of this size benefit from larger staff teams able to share expertise and planning and flexibility to place pupils.

6. It is not clear from their representation how the closure of middle schools will lead to “the loss of an important community asset”. Any capital receipts from the disposal of these sites will be re-invested in schools. These proposals include replacement school buildings for Clements and Westfield primary schools and capital investment at all other schools overall improving community assets.

7. The NUT is concerned at the disruption the “closure” of Burton End County Primary School will cause as it is relocated to the Parkway Middle School site. There has never been a proposal to close Burton End Primary School, while the suggestion to relocate to the Parkway site was rejected after public consultation showed stronger arguments for retaining it on its present site.

8. There is, at this time, no proposal to relocate Clare Primary School to the middle school site. Feasibility studies continue to determine the potential for expansion on its present site and compare this option with possible relocation to the middle school site. The public will be consulted when these studies are complete.

9. The NUT are pleased that these proposals see the two secondary schools retaining their sixth forms. It should be noted that work continues with the Learning and Skills Council to identify the most effective way of providing for post-16 provision in the area which may lead to further proposals after due consultation.
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