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Summary Notes for Play Builder Grants for Play Spaces in Suffolk

Play Builder Grants Summary

The following information provides a summary of the targets as defined by the DCSF. As this is a new fund there is scope for development during Years 2 and 3.
Funding is targeted at children aged 8-13 years, design and equipment must include this age range as well as being suitable for other ages.

DCSF is investing significant funding in creating high-quality, safe places for children to play as part of a three year programme from 2008-09 to 2010-11.

Play Builder Grants will enable Suffolk to develop 23 new or refurbished play areas during this period.

The DCSF states funding is to be used to create ‘substantial’ play areas. Grants of between £20,000 and £50,000 only will be considered.
Funding is for capital only, this can include: - equipment, hard landscape, and costs in respect of design consultancy, landscape artists or other professional fees may be included.
This is a pilot project and the application form and guidance may be updated.

Children and young people must be involved in deciding what should be in the play space and what the money should be spent on.

Funding is not available to schools or children centres.
The Play space must be freely accessed, free for children to come and go as they please and free of charge.

All ideas/plans must be discussed with relevant borough or district Play Officers prior to application. Contact details are available on page 2 of the application document.

Please ensure the relevant county, district or borough councillors are aware of your application prior to submission. Find information and contacts at:  
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/CouncilAndDemocracy/CountyCouncillors/Listing.htm
Application Process

Year three, first application window will open on the 31st August 2009 and will close on the 31st December 2009. Applicants not able to meet this closing date may apply for year 3 second application window which will open 1st April 2010 and close 31st July 2010.
All applications will first be screened by the County Play Officer for completeness. Any queries will be discussed with the applicant before being presented to the Grants Panel. In the event of over subscription the Grant Panels decision will be final. The Grant Panel is made up of the Partners in Play, Suffolk (PIPS) group. Each Borough and District Play representative will present the applications for their area.
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Application timescales





Year 1 Milestones





By 31st July 2008 we will have�
Application form and guidance on website and distributed to PIPS


�
�
By 5th of August 2008�
Key documents as above available on Suffolk CC website and through our 3rd sector voluntary and community partners.


�
�
By 30th September 2008�
Applications received from 1st year applicants.


�
�
By 31st of October 2008�
Play sites considered and selected


Successful applicants notified�
�
By 7th November 2008�
Agreements issued


�
�
By January 2009 applicants will have�
Contractors tendered and selected


�
�
By February 2009 we will�
Arrange promotional event in celebration of opening to include, MPs Community & voluntary sector leads, CYP and other notable dignitaries, invite press coverage


�
�
By March 2009�
7 Open completed quality play provision.


�
�



























Application timescales – Year 2 





Year 2 Milestones


1st Application window





31st August 2008 we will


�
Open year 2 application window advertise as appropriate�
�
31st December 2008


�
Close 1st window�
�
31st January 2009�
Consider and select 4/8 play sites


Notify successful applicants�
�
7th February 2009�
Issue agreements�
�
30th April 2009 applicants will�
Completed tendering and selection of contractor process�
�
31st July 2009


�
Open completed 4/8 play sites�
�
August 2009�
Celebrate opening in conjunction with National Playday�
�



Year 2 Milestones


2nd Application window





1st April 2009 we will�
Open window 2�
�
31st July 2009                                �
Close 2nd window�
�
31st August 2009�
Consider and select 4/8 play sites


Notify successful applicants


�
�
7th September�
Issue agreements�
�
31st October applicants will           �
Complete tendering and selection of contractor process.�
�
31st March 2010�
Open completed 4/8 play sites�
�












Year 3 Milestones   


1st Application Window





31st August 2009 we will�
Open year 3 application window advertise as appropriate�
�
31st December 2009�
Close 1st window�
�
31st January 2010�
Consider and select 4/8 play sites


Notify applicants�
�
7th February 2010�
Issue agreements�
�
30th April 2010 applicants will�
Completed tendering and selection of Contractor process�
�
31st July 2010�
Open 4/8 completed play sites�
�
August 2010�
Celebrate opening in conjunction with national Playday�
�






Year 3 Milestones


2nd Application Window





1st April 2010 we will�
Open application window�
�
31st July 2010�
Close 2nd and final window�
�
31st August 2010�
Consider and select remaining play sites


Notify applicants�
�
30th September 2010�
Issue agreements


�
�
31st October 2010 applicants 


will�
Completed tendering and selection of contractor.�
�
31st March 2011  �
Open remaining selected play sites�
�
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