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1 Background

As defined under the Flood and Water
Management Act 2010, Suffolk County Council
(SCC) is the Lead Local Flood Authority. We lead a
partnership of other flood risk authorities, the
Suffolk Flood Risk Management Partnership
(SFRMP), and have produced a local Flood Risk
Management Strategy! that defines how we will
manage flood risk in the county.

2 Purpose

The Suffolk Flood Risk Management Strategy
clearly states that the SFRMP’s approach will be
to minimise flood risk and adverse environmental
effects from works on or near watercourses.
Current practice is to resist the piping or
culverting of watercourses in order to preserve
capacity and conveyanceof natural flows and to

Under Section 23 of the Land Drainage Act 1991,
as amended by the Flood and Water
Management Act, as of the 6th April 2012, the
County Council is responsible for managing flood
risk from ordinary watercourses and regulating
works affecting them — except in areas where an
Internal Drainage Board (IDB) exists.

The Environment Agency remains responsible for
regulatfing activities affecting the coast and main
rivers.

This policy paper is designed for use by local
planning authorities, landowners, agents and
developers and aims to provide clarification of
the policy towards works affecting a watercourse,
particularly culverting.
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4 Legal Provisions

In relation to works on an ordinary watercourse. The

legal provisions are as follows:-

Land Drainage Act 1991 as amended by the
Flood and Water Management Act 2010 (FMWAT0)

Section 23(1) of the Land Drainage Act 1991
(LDA91) states:- “"No person shall:

() erect any mill dam, weir or other like obstruction
to the flow of any ordinary watercourse or raise
or otherwise alter any such obstruction; or

(b) erect a culvert in an ordinary watercourse, or

(c) alter a culvert in a manner that would be likely
to affect the flow of an ordinary watercourse,

without the consent in writing of the drainage
board concerned.

Without the consent, in writing , of the drainage
boar concerned

Under the Land Drainage Act 1991 if works are
executed without first obtaining a formal written
consent from Suffolk County Council, we have the
power to serve a notice under Section 24(1)
requirng you to abate the nuisance within a
specified time. Failure to comply with the notice is
a criminal offence. Steps may also be taken to
abate the nuisance and recover expenses
incurred by the County Council.

5 Reason for Policy

Suffolk County Council, supported by the SFRMP,
seeks to control works to watercourses to avoid
adverse effects on flood risk, human safety,
ecology and aesthetics, as well as other effects as
a result of excessive alterations to watercourses

Where culverting is proposed as part of a scheme
to build over a watercourse, we would generally be
opposed to the proposal for the following reasons:-

e Increased risk of flooding due to blockages
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6 The Consenting Policy

6.1 The Consenting Process

If you wish 10 place or construct anything, such as
a dam, weir, headwall or culvert, which may affect
the flow in a watercourse, even on a temporary
basis, you must obtain the written consent of SCC
or the appropriate IDB. This is in addition to any
other consents or approvals you may need. If you
are unsure about whether consent is needed, then
please contact us at floods@suffolk.gov.uk?

The consent application will be judged on the
following criteria:-

e Flood risk and local drainage

e Channel morphology, ecological and water
quality impacts

e Health and safety considerations

The applicant will need 1o provide suitable

evidence that the proposal is of suitable design,

will not cause increased flood risk and is compliant
with the Water Framework Directive®,

6.2 Design Guidance

Some of the most commonly proposed works to
watercourses involve culverting, installation of
headwalls, and diversion of watercourses. This
guidance will assist applicants in understanding
which important factors should be considered in
designing their works before applying.

Culverts

Culverts are to be designed in accordance with
CIRIA Culvert Design & Operation Guide? (C689)

Here are some of the things you should consider:

*  Minimum aperture size should be 600mm
where practical, or the largest possible
diameter for said channel

Propose the shortest length possible
Avoid sharp bends

Single pipes are preferable to multiple smaller
pipes
Trash & security screens should be avoided if
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Weirs, dams, gates including Natural Flood
Management (NFM) structures (i.e. Porous
woody debris)

Any in-situ control device installed within the
channel to alter flows will need an appropriate
crest height that allows for safe exceedance in-
channel during flood flows. This is fo prevent any
residual increases in flood risk. Where a control
device is being used to divert flow fowards another
feature (i.e. offline storage) then this can be
relaxed.

6.3 Environmental Impact &
Consideration

With all applications, we are required to consider
any effect that the proposals may have on the
built, historic or natural environment, We seek to
reduce any negative impacts to the environment,
and provide mitigation for development wherever
reasonably possible.

Installing a culvert can result in a number of
detrimental impacts upon the riparian environment
and may compromise or frustrate the aims of The
Water Environment (Water Framework Directive)

aral A H

The loss of bank-side habitat can have detfrimental
impacts upon existing vegetation (including
complete removal) and those species reliant upon
such features including birds and bats.

These impacts are exacerbated if a watercourse
has a number of culverts and the strength,
resilience and potential of the watercourse as an
ecological corridor can be seriously damaged.

Pollution: Especially in urban areas, a watercourse
which has been culverted can suffer from
misconnected sewers, overflows from blocked
sewers and drains and from the discharge of
contaminated surface water.

Morphology: Culverting watercourses can create
or exacerbate erosion or, conversely, result in the
deposition of sediment thus impacting upon water
velocities and the natural functions of the
watercourse. The consequences can include the
depletion of oxygen levels in the water orin
biclogical hazards such as high concentrations of
pollutants being released.

Future Restoration: Installing culverts, especially in
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7 Planning Considerations

Land Drainage Act consent to work on a
watercourse is independent to any other permission
you may have been granted, and consent
approval does not negate the need for you to
obtain planning permission or other permissions.

Suffolk County Council would normally advise
planning authorities against issuing planning
consent when the application contains details to
culvert watercourses on conservation grounds
where there are reasonable alternatives. Such
alfernative solutions might include a revised site
layout, single span bridge or an ecologically
acceptable diversion of an open channel.

Buildings should not be sited over the top of new or
existing culverts. Building regulations (Approved
Document H) stipulate the distance from which a
watercourse or sewer should be laid from new
foundations.

SCC ould normally advise planning authority
against planning consent for any building wholly or
parly over a culvert as the culvert may, in the
future, need 1o be repaired, replaced or up-rated if
conditions in the catchment area change. There is
also the need to maintain an overland flow route if
the culvert is blocked or its capacity exceeded.
Consent is also required for development within a
specified distance of either side of a Main River in
accordance with Environment Agency Byelaws.




If you need help to understand this information in another language please call 03456 066 067.

Se precisar de ajuda para ler estas informagdes em outra lingua, por favor Jeigu jums reikia sios informacijos kita kalba,
telefone para o niimero abaixo. 03456 066 067 paskambinkite 03456 066 067 m

Jezeli potrzebujesz pomocy w zrozumieniu tych informacji w swoim jezyku Dac aveti nevoie de ajutor pentru a intelege aceasta informatie intr-o

zadzwon na podany poniZej numer, 03456 066 067 m alta limba, v rugdm s telefonati la numarul 03456 066 067 Romanian
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03456 066 067 Bengali fA3blke, NO3BOHWTE, NoXanyiicta, no Tenegony 03456 066 067 m

If you would like this information in another format,
including audio or large print, please call 03456 066 067.
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